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N the foregoing Verl Fob 
ſolemn roteſtation e J 


cation a againſt | uct 
uilty. Then let mine arp 
blade, and mine Ar 7 
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F "G6 why he did not carry himſelf Wick? 
; . edly. Heſtruction from God was a Terrout 
to n.. 3 
1 In the Words mind, . How Fob Was 
affected. Terrour notes great Fear: Deſtru⸗ 
ction from God was. Terrible to him. 
2. With what he was affected. Deſtruction: 
From God: Heb. of God, The Genitive Cafe 
{0 3 1 noting the Efficient, not the Subject. N 
| . . Q. Hon tame Job to be afraid of Deſeru- 
5 2 Sin from God, ſeeing he was not only a good 
Man, but, as appears by many Paſſages wy this 
Y ay Bool, had the aſſurauce of his Salvation? 
| I | Ay A. There be Temporal Deſtructions that good 
Aden are in danger of. The Deſtruction of 
IF. their Eftates,-of their Children, and of their 
Live, If they carry it Rebelliouſly, hey 
have mo ſecurity that ſuch Deſtructioꝑ ſh 
# not come upon them. 2. Godly Men have 
_ maſon to tggfraid of Hell. Only here dif\ 
i there is a Slaviſb fear of Hell, riſing \ 
I from a ſence that Men are in a ſtate of 
_ Contemmation. Thus they ſhould not fear 
FHFlfell. And there is a Cautious feur of Hell: 
That makes them to avoid thoſe Paths that 
lead to Hell. Th ought to be in godly! 
Men, that conditional Propoſition is true. G 
| poly Man ** 8. 145 3 After iu 


* 
reſtraining fri 7 
Fleſh, you ſhall die. And hoon Men 


ö ſhould have an Awful fear of Hell, and a 
a due care to avoid it. Mat. 10. 28. Fran © 
s Wl Him that can caſt both Soul and Body into Hell: 
It is a laudable Thing for. e Men a 4 
. fear Hell. Y 
1 Doctr. The fear of Hell is 4 Ne Row ia 


* from Sin. There are ſuch ſtrong. Inn . 7 
clinations in Men to Sin, and ſo many, 3 5 
Temptations, that the World would be 
more wicked than the old World; weg 
there not ſomething that had Coder +. 4 
power. to reſtrain . Men, and a , E 
Thing to reſtrain Men is the fear of Hel. 
There be ſeveral other Things that are of 
uſe to reſtrain Men, as the fear of the dif- ** 0 
pleaſure of Parents, of the juſtice f M +) 
PL Divine Vengeance in this World, 

Ar of Hell is much more power 
theſe. The miſery of many Men i 
they do not fear Hell, they are for {al 
of the dreadfylneſs or danger. 9 85 ] 
tion, and ſo they. take a graf l 
Sin: But if they were afraid 0 * 
would be afraid of Sin, When che 
were as Spurs to ſtir them up i Ly; dn 
fear would be A a Boe 0's rb-ihgf-4 


2 


24% 


IT a + $9 2 wes MY 


* 
& CI $95 * * 
2 R 22 N Sia * enn TH 7 . 1 $3 v 
7 * * ed, x ESC. > 22 FL V5 N Ps EE W * 1 * I id $ ts 4 
'S , x $85 2 a3 . n a N I 4 5 1 * * 8 COPD TDI 
5 e PET > 88 Wy * 1 „8 . * 1 1 Z * 2 3 (87 „ ICS . SAS 4 
e . " r 5 3 2 a — . a 7 nd y RI i th . 
AX. a A I y act; 4 SL; 5 n . at - 


from Sin; Mat. 5. 29, 30. If thy right Eye 
1 25 thee pluck it our, and caſt it from thee, 


| 8 upon them, to reſtrain them from 


17 elves: 


LY Ne for of 2 


Miſeries of Hell on purpoſe to debar cheill 


or it is profitable for thee, That one of thy 
Members ſhould Periſh, and not that thy who 

Body ſhould be caſt into Hell, And if Men be 
chroughly afraid of Hell, it will have that 


"0 How is the fear of Hell a powerful Re- 
. ; 

A. The fear of Hell diſcovers the dangerous 
Nature of Sin. Hell is threatned in the 
| Horipture as the puniſhment of Sin; Mat. 
13. 41, 42. They hho ll gather out of his King- 
dom all things that offend, and them that I 
e and caſt them into a Furnace of Fir 
Sinful carriages bring Deſtruction ; henꝗ 
the Man is atraid of Sin, as that which wi 
fink him into Hell. Men are afraid of Poy- 
on and the Plague, becauſe they think they 
Will kill them; ſo they dread Sin, as that 
which will deſtroy them: Though __ 
love it, they dare not practiſe it, be- 
__ cauſe of the doleful — — of it. 
The oO fay they ſhall bring a Curſe upon 

They ſee Death in it; [hereby 
entre 1nanf | | 


Fe from” Sin 7 
Sin. A Man faith as he, If I ſhould Sin, 4 
ſhould work falſhood gain my own Li 2. 
Sam. 18. 13, This makes the Temptations 
to Sin to looſe their Power. Men are urged 
to Sin for their Profit; but they ſay,*what ! 
Profit ſhall I have if T be Damned? Math. 
16. 26. What is a Man profited if he gain th 


 - an 22 


hole World and looſe his own Soul? Ther 


f are urged to Sin for their Pleaſure; bx 
* they a, we ſhall have Pain inftcad* of 2 F 
. Pleaſure, Prov. F. 4, 5. Her end 3s yt, 4 
4 Wormwoed, ſharp as @ two-edged Sword, Hey . 
8 Feet go down to Death, her ſteps tale hold _ 


Hell. They are urged to Sin for their Roe I 
nour; .but they "Ts This is the way to 5 
bring our N to Shame. Dan. 22. 2. Sm 
ſhall riſe to Shame and everlaſting Contempt. 
| a 2. The fear of Hell helps Men to ſee ſome: 
var of tbe baſeneſs of Siu. When Men ars 
afraid of Hell, they are ge | made ſehs - 
ſible of the terrible Anger of God for Sittg - 
and may rationally 8 that Sin is * 
exceeding great Evil. If it were not, WY ach 
would not be ſo angry as to ſend Men ie 1 
Hell on chat account. Would God ine 
eternal Puniſhment for it, if the Evil of 
were not exceeding great? There is 8 re 4 
dea of Light in Hell Fire, dio tar 
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Sin muſt needs be an abominable Thing; 
if we ſhould ſee Perſons burnt at a Stake 
under a righteous Government, we ſhould 
$#} conclude that they had been guilty of hor- 
#3 rible Crimes. So in this Caſe; Beſides when 
Mien are afraid of Hell, that leads them 
d conſider the Nature of Sin; it brings 
chem into a ponderous frame of Spirit, and 
makes them to weigh Things more Judi- 
[87 ciouſly, and when they do ſo, though they 
8 have only natural Conſcience, = they 
may perceive a great deal of Filthineſs in 
evil Carriages. They can eaſily diſcern that 
tere is in their ſinful Carriages a great 


U 


dealof Folley, much corrupt Affection and 
Filchineſs, and baſeneſs againſt the light 
of Nature, Natural Conſcience doth con- 
i gemn many Sins, Rom. 2. 1x17. 
3. Tbe fear of Hell belps Men to ſce what © 
Practices are Sinful, When Men are not a- 
& fraid of Hell, many times they don't ff 
pect many of their ſinful Practices; and if 
$i they be told that they are Evil, they ſtand - 
up in the Juſtification of them, and have 
2 great deal to plead for them. It is almoſf 
impoſſible to convince them, but if "the. 
ferrour of Hell take hold upon them, they | 
' willeaſlly fall under Conviction, that 112 84 
F- = 127 5 : . OE 3 +: 0 8 thi $ 
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formation has been mightily clogged, and 


Deſigns: FX here hath been an indeavour to. ; L 
promote Cloathing, and it hath been proſ- 


o 
. 


pered; ſo there has been a deſign to pro- 
mote Learning and Merchandize, and 1 i 2 


hath been Sucgeſs; but there have beef 

reat endeavours to promote Reformationg 
been prenched, Covenants have been mA, 
4 > 


a 8 and worſe. Many Gan to be 
Incorrigible and 'Obſtinate in their Pride 
and Luxury and Profaneſs: The reaſon of 
it is, they are not afraid of Hell; they are 
afraid of Poverty, and afraid of Sickneſs, 
| Hut not afraid of Hell; that would reftrain 
* ehem from ſinful Practices, Deſtruction from 
VBod would be a Terrour to them. 
I. Fear of Puniſhment from Men, will nod 
male the Land Reform. The fear of Man 
; . aof conſiderable Uſe: Were it not for 
mis, the World would be far more wick 
A ed than it is: They that don't love Vertueg 
fear Punifſiment: ulers are a Terrour ts 
| Evil ders, Rom. 13. 4. The benefit of Go- 
1 vernment in this reſpe& is very great, but 
3 will not make the Land form, for a- 
7 er of the Sins that bring down the 
1 of God upon the Land, don't fall 
b Aer the Cognizance of Authority. There 
a great deal of Pride and Murmuring 
dane 4 Werldlineſs, and prophaning of the 
Sabbath, that is not pünthable by Law. 
The Laws of Men reach more groſs In- 
wo Zquities ; but there are many Tranſgreſſi- 
dns that are breaches of the Laws of Men. 
Parents may fail extreamly of their Duty, 
1 * Ofhicers i in the Church and = j 
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"Man are hot a who "VERS 
come for, and when they are paſt, they 
| are ſoon forgotten: Men had rather bear 
1 pretty deal than part with their Sins. 
3. Far of Shame among Men will not make 
5 is ben, Reform. Sinful Carriages are a Same 
o Men. When Men Sin, they degrade 
Fikemſctves, and act beneath the dignity of 
& their Nature. Sin is unreaſonable, and ſhews 
= baſeneſs of Spirit; it brings 4 Reproach up- 
en @ People, Prov. 14. 34. And hence ſome 
3 particular Perſons are affected with it, and 
* corn to make themſelves a Reproach. 
They are not willing to be as the Fools in 
* and ſo avoid thoſe Sins that bring 
Ser But when a People are become 
l many ſinful Practices are not 
cCounted Shameful. Many things that are 
Provocations to God are vindicated; the 
— . —.— of a Practice makes it to be 
0 7 : dLawful. Men may practiſe things 
tha are voking to God, yet * in 
= wn among Men; they cc 
2 ite$* Saints, they may be advanced o +7 
EF plagesbf Honour, yea ſometimes among a 
ee People, that which is indeed a 35 
| Shame, is counted an Honour, and they, 
[ | glory therein, Phil, 3+ 29. Whoſe N is n 
| thei Sham, ' 4 4s Senſe 
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Y ſtraining from Sm. 13 = Þ 
4. Senſe of Mercies and Deliverances will E 
not. A corrupt People are wont to have, + 
much Mercy mingled with Judgment, and 
ſometimes God gives great Deliverances 
to them: Theſe things ſhould lead Men 
to Repentance, and fometimes they are 
much affected with the goodneſs of God. 
God's Mercies melt their Hearts, and theyy. 3 
promiſe to amend their Ways; but ſuck. 
things ſeldom make a People Reform. A- 
ter a while the Pang is over, and they tors 
get the goodneſs of God. Pſal; 106. 12, 13 
They ſang bis Praiſe, but ſoon forgot his Mons, 
V. 21. They forgot God their Saviour, that bal 
done great things for them, The thoughts 
the Deliverance grow a ial thing after a 
while, and they Iooſe the ſenſe of Gof's. 
Mercies; yea the Mercies that God- be?- 
ſtows upon them prove a Snare to- them 
If God beſtows Plenty on them, they grow '* 3 
more Coveteous, and the m bave Þ 
the more they crave ; he that loveth Silver; 
will not be ſatisfied with Silver,” and they 7 


ſwell with Pride, and forget their d 
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14 The ow of Bell 


live the lives of Epicures. Am. 6. 4, 5, 6. 
They lie upon Beds of Ivory, and ſtretch tbem- 
elves upon their Couches, they eat the Lambs 
our of the Flock, and Calves out of the midſt 
of the Stall; they chant to the Sound of the 
Viol, and invent to themſelves Inſtruments of 
| Ma ck, like David; they drink Wine in Bowls, 

aud. Amoint themſebves with the chief Oints 
n | 
2. We ſee hence, it would be a great * 
wefit to many Men, if they had more of the fear 


* ” 


of all the Preachers that we Read of inthe 
"© Scriptures, none was ſo frequent in warn- 
ing the People to avoid Hell, as JESUS 
CHRIST; He was often telling them of 
their Danger, and perſwading them, if it 
were poſſible, to avoid Damnation. Some- 


times He tells them, That the Chaffe ſball be 
S burnt up with unquenchable Fire; Sometimes 
ttzhat it is better to enter into Life with one 


| * i Eye, than having two Eyes to be caſt into Hell- 


Fire: Sometimes of their being caſt into 


a2 Furnace of Fire, where there is Wailing and 


.  gnaſbing. of Teeth, Sometimes he asks the 
FE Soribes how they could eſcape: the Dammas; 


tion of Hell? Sometimes He minds Hish 


* ens of * Sentence that ſhall * nene 
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= = Hell. It is worthy our Obſervation, That 


Ne nene fas ee ne 


re raining aps Si. * 


d on the Wicked at laſt, viz. Depart from 
me ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for 
the Devil and his Angels, From hence we 
may learn, That the Confideration of the 
Pains of Hell, is ſingularly Uſeful for the = 
promoting of Holineſs, and it would bæ 
greatly beneficial to carnal Men, if they _ 
had more of the fear of Hell; it would | # 
make them more Solemn, more Prayerful,: 2 
more looſe from worldly (Swe. x 41 
more cautious how they did behave t 
ſelves. And it would be a great benefit 0 * 9 
godly Men, if they had more of the feng 
of Hell; it would help them againſt a Lukes * 2 
warm and Slumbering Spirit, and ſtr » 8 
en their Hearts againſt many Temprations 4 
that they are wont to be outbid- by. Is 
E. 33. Deſtruition from God was 4 Terre M 
#0 me. 5 Wa 
4s 8 wag! 1 he 4 great benefit to Parents. MN 
One of the great Miſeries of the :Lahdhis, © 
That Children are not well educated," f ws 5 + 
are bred up to Work, but are not Well in ' "8 4 F 
ſtructed: Parents don t teach them, warn 
em, govern them, give good Examples 
o them: Hence many Children are I o- I 4 5 
rent, and Rude, and Propl ang, This n- 
toning brings many arents 10 eternal. 7 


[ "00 


5 Ruine, and their Indulgence is the cauſe of 
che Damnation of their Children. Eli“, 
| 
| 


W 
F N n 0 Coe ©. N 4 
* e 93 1 3 ear 1 a "TO" "I — * > os ” 4 
+ > Eh * # < ans. = WE 55 8 * La 3 we: TY * * 9 e Nn n und 2 * _ l = | 
* Pkg EDI 88 „ g TIE. i ad ODA EL — N Os” W * 
| 5 r \ C7 3 Fog = TS Sf, ROE a Co FOO 3 enn . CON ROD TEST BET VAT AL NE. 7 
g „ n Mex 3 x ORs - _— I. E "7.35 ag % 05 Þ 2 iT *\.- . 
1 0 *. 0 » * of ey 7 « 1 oh #7 * 0 " 3 te 2 ? 5 f | | 
C 7 * . £ FF - 8 3} ; T | 
| 5 . 7 Ge 
+45 * ; f j | | 
i7 2 5 
1 . 
* - g | 
4 : 2 | 
4 f Rs : e | : | | 
- . | 
” 7 83 0 2 * x y 
X h 2 . 4 7 C . 
- 8 o S * * 4 3 _ : p 2 | 
| N 0 
| f 6 : | | 72 1; * $a . , _ 'J 
\ * 22 4 — 2 ' | | ; | | | | 
7 * 1 ; E | | | 
| LE 2 12 * . 
„ &., . 3 1 : * * 1 \ 
* ; | | 
| C7. 
p. . 
* ” 


| Indulgence had an influence into the De- 
 frudtion of Hopbhni and Phineas, If Parents 
| Were more careful that they might not go 
10 Hell themſelves, they would be more La- 
© - borious in teaching their Children, and in 
bringing them up in the Nurture and Admoni- 
din of the Lord; and if they were more 
careful that their Children might not go 
to Hell, they would not connive at their 

Sins, and countenance them in their World- 
üUneſs and Pride; they would warn them 
more ſolemnly, reſtrain and govern them, 
more' throughly. Prov. 23. 14. Thou ſhalt 
* .. beat bim with ibe Rod, and deliver bis Soul 


* W —_— 1 » 
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= ways, in not convincing Men of thr Sins, 
not ſetting ſufficient Light before them for 

their Conviction: in not bearing a due 
JTeſtimony againſt their Iniquities; in not 
ſearching Men throughly whether they be 
in Jeſus Chriſt, ſuffering them to deceive 

| themſelves with falſe Imaginations af Peace 
* With God, by complying with the Sinf ef 
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due cate of their own Salvation, and ths 
Timothy by this Conſideration: x Tim. 4. 16. 


Jave thy ſelf, and thoſe that hear thee; A 


the Terrours of the Lord, we perſivade I 


a 1. TT &© O 


Example. 1 Cor. 9. 27. Let by 777 meant 


ſhould be 4 Caſt-away, =_* © 


People, bur the Rulers have ſome Hand 
in it. Rulers may mifs it math ways 
When i in their private Converfl, tior 
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without per, — if ow . a ke 
of the dreadfulneſs of Damnation, and a 


Salvation of their People, they would be 
more thorow in their Work. pal urges 


Take heed to thy felf and to thy DoFrities, con 
tinue in them, for in ſo doing, thou 9 Yr | 


of the Terrour of the Lord AY ts i 1 
great help to them. 2 Cor. F. 11. e 833 


The ſolemn Thoughts 'of this would fake 
them careful of their Pteaching, and — 2 


hben I have Preached to others, * LY A Hel ] 5 


3. It would be 4 great benefit fo Kale Ae : 
a rare thing that God is provoked'with's * 


are not good Examples, that, em bold. 85 ..I 
other Men to Tranlgreſs. They ma mils _ 
it by being backward to promo did = 


when, they are Gallio like; b roles "fo |} 
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= ing uſe eftheir Information, ſuffering things 
= to drop without due Examination. They 
may be very Faulty by not puniſhing Vice 

+ - Quly, having an indulgent Spirit towards 


| * 


” FYpeaking in favour of thoſe whoſe Caſe is 


3 


choſe that are guilty of Miſdemeaners; by 


Not lating the Caſe right unto the Jury, 


chere will be much Provocation, by being 
> Jntimate with Men of vicious Converſa- 


Bion: This is à diſcred 


> 


-Y * 
183 
* * 
* 
= 
. 
* 


ig 
% * by 


* 
. 
* 
> 
* 
% 


* 


- niught, by not cutting of the occaſions of 
Sin. Where there is much Temptation, 


it to them, a way 


, 


do harden diſſolute Perfons. It is very profita« 
1 Ne for Rulers to have a cautious fear of Hel. 


"They chat Judge others muſt be judged 
ey that 'fix upon the Bench muſt ſtanll 


m that ſit in Judg- 
30 1 
e Judgment-Seat o 
for them to ask that 
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' reſtraining 4 . IS. 
of Law, and to give Information to Ru „ 
They may fail of their Duty by neglening 
to get . leſt they ſhould be 
counted Buſie- bodies; and by neglectin 
to give Information, either from Friend 
ſhip or from Fear, or to prevent A 
There be other Under-Officers who are 
to judge in Cauſes Civil and Criminal. 
Their Work is to give a Verdis; à V. n; 
is Verumdictum, a true 3 And 
though they are under a neceflity to briny . 4 1 
in a Verdict, yet they are in no Spark, to. 
act againſt their Conſciences. If they de al 
of a Mind, their way is fair; if they rt 
be all of a Mind, they muſt in CCA, 
bring in for the Defendant In Crineinal * 
they muſt bring in Not Guilty, tor ton I 
are Negative Verdicts: The meaning i, 
They can't agree to give the Caſe to th? 
Plantiff, or to Condemnthe Priſoner. Butchels 
Men may fail much, when ſome for g = I 
etneſs do comply with the Judgment of o- 
thers againſt their own Light? So likewiſe 4 
When they bring in a wrong. ee om 
Friendſtip or Bribery, or Ciel 8 8 ef 4 ng 3 4 8 
on the "Infallibiliy of i n 
Pleads the Gaſe, it e be N Servic 
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ment of the laſt Day, and the Puniſhment 
> +har will be inflicted on ungodly Men, 
{ Under-Officers may bring a Wo upon 
| - 4hemſelves, Iſa. 10. 1. Under-Officers may 
prevent much Injuſtice, Joh. 7. 45. 
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F. It would be a great benefit to Buyers and 
Sellers. There is abundance of Iniquity in 
Sellers; as when they put off that which is 
not Merchantable. Am. 8. 6. They ſell the 
vefuſe of the Wheat, So when they take ad- 
Vantage on the Ignorance and Neceſſities. of 
3 Men, to exact unreaſonably from them, 
|. when they go beyond the bounds of Truth, 
in commending what they would Sell, or 
in telling what it ſtands them in. There 


running down the worth of what they 
would Purchaſe, in telling that they have 
bought much Cheaper, and that they know 
they ſhall looſe by it. Prov. 20. 14. If is 
nuaugbt, it is naught, ſaith the Buyer: but 
Fo ovhen be goeth away, he Boaſtetb. Some not 
paying faithfully: Sometimes they pro- 
miſe what they cannot ſee their way to 
perform. Sometimes they neglect to 
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when they could, becauſe they can m 
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zs alſo abundance of Iniquity in Buyers, in 
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me N from Sin. 21 1 
woven in the very a& of Trading. i 
theſe Men were pry of Hell, they would 
quickly leave off ſuch Methods: Were they 
ſenſible what it is to be Damned, they 
would not lie upon the Catch, and be ſo 
injurious one unto another. The ſhould -: 
remember, That their Gains wil eat their 
Fleſh as Fire, Jam. 5. 3. 

6. It would be a eds "Benefit t fo — Pars 
ſons. Man young Perſons take a licentious 
Liberty; ſome of them give way to a wan: 
ton Spirit; ; they addict themſelves'ro:dals 
liance, don't attend Family Orders, ſpend 
the Sabbath in a Prophane way; they as 
devoted to their Pride, give themſelves up - 
to Mirth and Jollicry, and neglect the ops 
portunities of Salvation. The Counſels 4 | 
Parents, and warnings! __ 1 dont 
ſink into their Hearts; t _— hate . lis 1 
a Moping Melancholy to be on. 
feſſing their Sins, crying g to God fer, 
Pardon; but if cb they were 2 7 Haß, 
chat would make a mighty change in their 
Carriage, a ſenſe of Hell- Era woul ſoon 
ſcare them out of thoſe Humus; thẽ 
would not dare to do what . ey. Are. 2 -Y 
bold. to dog; — "would 2 1 1 to Y 
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e ES 7 4 


. be n to e no Argument 
would prevail with them, they would as 
Coon be perſwaded to handle an Iron burn» 
. ing hot, a 25 to practiſe their former Ways; 
| They would he ſoon weaned from the 
* Wor d, and _ up the Practice of Reli- 
Sion. Eel. 11. 9, Rejoyce, O youn * *n 

Fb Touth, and let thy Heart cheer thee in th 
3 Dh s of if thy Youth, and walk in the Ways of 
3 32 Heart and in the ſigh "4 thine Eyes, but 
=: brow th on ' that fo all the hinge God * 
7 int thee Into. Judgment. | 

5 * USE. Of Of Exhertation, to be afro i 
Man is a frightful Cregcure, apt 9 
* afraid hy little Evils, yet 65 
of. S N, Men alc ſo hard-hearted, at che 


nt much afraid of Hell. Chrift Jeſus 
rects us to he afraid of Hell, Mat. 10. 28, 
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cauſe to fear H N 

Conſider two Hias Pe Tie wy 0 writs 
Hell will be exceeding great. The Miſerii 
that have been indured b ne in 
World, have been amazing: Its hard | 
— ple with the hearing of them, and 

be much harder to bear them; but th 

Miſeries of Hel are far greater. Heb. 10. 31. 
1t is @ fearful thing to fall into the, Handi 
the living God. The Appotle 
the Glory of Heaven, calls it 

Exceeding and Eternal v ihr 

4. 17. So we may 
Hell, it * nor 
weight of Miſery,  _ WES 4 
Mind here es three. things, - © 
1. The Perſons will be in Diſtreſs,. 
215 Day. nor Night; their Mi 

bearing to chem; 

room for az, Con forts; 

e to Comf ort them; 
hope to Comfort them; 
L of Conſpience. to. 


| freſhing; they mult endure ſutable Reven? 
.for all their Rębellions, and the Con- 
mpt that they have caſt upon God, the ey 
ell be ſtanding Wee of the Ven 
Yeance of Heaven. Rom. 2. 8, 9. God will 
fender Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and 
Arnguiſh. If their Strength were the Strength 
| Of Stones, or their Fleſh of Braſs, they could 
not endure their Miſery. They will have 


A 15 ” guiſh” of Spirit, not know what in the 


N orld- to do; there will be dreadful Wall 
ing, Mat. 13. 42. T hey will lament tlieir 
* Dins, they will bewail the loſs of Oppor- 
”” gynities; 1 "they. will condemn their Folly; 


' they will curſe themſelves, they will wi 


= they had never. ſeen. ſuch things as noW 
* heir Hearts dote upon; their cry will go 
Þp to Heaven; they will wiſh they had no 
enſes; we Hearing and Seeing and Feel 
g Wilk be peir Miſery, their Memory, 
Underft their Conſcience will 
| r 'orment;'t ey will wil = ha 
E ot 5 5 and wiſh they had ho 80 
23 Fa cir Budi, and Souls Wili bt Veſſels If Wrath 
1 2. Theſe Miſeries are ſes forth by dale 
| 5 18 No Compariſon can fully 4 
the rg of Hell, becauſe ch 
4 exceed a thirty ae Bl 
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| reſtraining from Sin. 28 
other Miſeries may in an affecting manner 
Tepreſent to us, ſomewhat of the Miſeries  : 
of Hell. Hell is compared to a Dark Dun. 
geen, Mat. 8. 12. The Children of the 
Kingdom ſhall be caft into outer Darkneſs. 
So Jud. 13. we read, That the Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs is reſerved for ungodly Men. Fere- 
miab the Prophet was in a ſorrowful Con- 
dition, when caſt into the Dungeon: It 
Was a dark miry Hole, for he ſunk” in the | 
Mire, Jer. 38. 6. When Perſons are in n 
Dungeon, they are confined, and have no 
Liberty; it is always dark and black Nighe, 
they are cut of from all pleaſant Enoy- 
ments, they dwell in the ſnadow of Death, #2 
A Dungeon is next to a Grave; there the 
Light is as Darkneſs” Again, it is compan- - 
ed to Sodom, when it was ll A tight e, 
Rev. 21. 8. They ſhall have their part in e 
Lake that burneth with Fire and Brim fuss, 
which is the' ſecond Death. The People were 3 
in a miſerable Condition, when ſtreamsiof # 
their Hoſes, and upon their Ground, and 
upon their Bodies, Men, Women, Children, 
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all like Abt Torches, their Bodies blazed, 
how did they. Scream out and Roar in this: + 
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7 
| . he Son of Hinnom, So they bu 
4 cl ildrey to Moleck. Hence Hell is 
ed Gebenna, the Land of Hinnom. Mat. 5. 29, 
So it is ſer forth by Topher, Iſa. 30. 33 
which was the 3 Place. There they 
{ *bornt them as Sacrifices to the Devil, and 
made a noiſe with Trumpets and other In, 
|  KMKruments, 2 they might drown the 
"I r we) * ves of th the poor ng. Ha 
= could not. bear their Roarin 
is — than all theſGQ. * 

23 Whatever the Miſeries in Hel be, the 
3 A be Eternal. Theſe Miſeries will nar 
| havean End: Life will have an End,. 
dad that Kingdom will have an End;1 
= < ptivity of Babylon had an End; the Re 
joection of the 2 — will have an End, .and 
me World will have an End Mat. 25. 3%, 
| Theſe ſhall. go away into everlaſting, Puni 
et. Mar. 9. 44. There the Worm erh wa, 
* -there-the Fire is not quenched. 'The.duration 
pl cheir Miſery cannot be. meaſured: .We 
may meaſure the breadth of the Earth, 
15 "Gone: of: the. Heaven 1 nit meg 
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di rided into . or n or Mes 

make never ſo many Parts of it, one wil 

be Eternal: When Men have ſuffered 1 ne- 

ver fo 23 there is an Eternity remain» 
0 


jag: | nit grow ſhorter and ſhorter. | 3 
s makes every part of their Miſery In- 3 
finite, their Pain will be Infinite, the © 1 ; 3 
rour Infinite. If Miſeries End, there is an 
opporttunity for Comfort afterwards; bur 
. cuts off opportunities for Com 
fort: Men my ve " wn Wha. can dwell... 
with everlaſting 3 

2. Conſider, It 3s a Ps ching ro Ver | 
Hell. It may be avoided, and Bs r 
number of Men that do eſcape it, but 
are but few. It is a difficult thing to he 
Damnation, and a difficult thing to ata 
Salvation. God has made a Way to ec 
but yery few will comply with it. It i 7 
eroſs to Nature; it ſuits the Glory of Ge & 3 
Fut it dpnit ſuit Men's Hunger Math, . 
14. Few there be that find it. 

5 i Many that tale Pain, 1 Peu r. 
Many Men make attempts to gf er; 008-2 
Kor: ſucceſsful. Men are hy! Pri 5 


Mur to eſcape, meet with Diſappoinl 
ments and Diffeulti es, and are diſcourap- 
ed; they are ſcared with the 4nakims and 
| high Walls, and grow Heartleſs. Some e 
them get into a wrong way, they. get 8 
dead Faith and Hope, that t at will ſerve 
their turn: They have ſamewhat like Con- 
- verſion, and take it to be Converſion ; it 

3 - Paſſes among Men, and they hope it will 
| = when they appear before God. They 
have got a Righteouſneſs, but it doth not 
exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
|. Phariſees. Some others there be, that after 
22 have put away their Sins, and reform. 
end their Lives, do return to their Vomit? a- 
©: ain, and ſome go on ſeeking till they are 
=. H9turprized with Death. Death comes upon 
den before they have got through their 

s Wo rk: There is great odds in the numb 
them that ſeek, and of them that find, 
_ 4 uk. 13. 24. Moiy ſeek, and are not abh 
V . Be o enter. 
4 22. Many that think they bave eſcape 1 
. 255 noi. Many Men are Ignorant, Raſh 
and Fooliſh, and ſo not very capable to paſ 
3 : ; _ e on themſelves, ; their a 
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feceived; partly becauſe of the ſimilitude 
that is between falſe Grace and true. 1! 
have read of a Painter, that pictured Grapes 
ſo exactly, that the Birds were deceived by 
them, and took them for real Grapes. There 

is indeed a great difference between trus 

Grace and falſe; but there is alſo ſuch 
ſimilitude, that wiſe Men may be miſtaken, 
Men are frequently miſtaken in Silver and 
in Jewels, ſo if they look upon. Perſons 
at a diſtance, they are eaſily miſtaken un 
them; ſo eſpecially when they look pos 
I e Actions that have been performs 2 
ed formerly. One great thing that expoſeꝰ W 
Men to ra eee is, That they are o 23 


» 


way or other Prejudicate ; partly fm 
Pride, partly from Fear, partly nom :10v$ 2 
of Eaſe, partly from a dependance-olls. 2 


Opinion of others, and many are dec . 2 
Prov. 30. 12. There is a Generation thats 7 5 
ure in their 0901 Eyes, yet are not el n 


thou art Rich, and increaſed in Goods, avd $i 


need of nothing, and knoweſt not that 
Poor, and Miſcrable and Wretched, and Bi 
and Naked. be tn op. pe Pod, wWes 5 
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petant Judges of others: Men may have 
rig, but they have no Foundation for s 
judgment of Certainty. Men may be ver) 


| were; they may judge hardly of Sainte Wes 


cauſe of their Infirmities, and becauſe of 


cheir own Prejudices. So many have the 
© Reputation of Saints, that are not Saints, 
Rev. 3. 1. Thou baſh a Name that thou liveſt, 


© and art dead, Men have nothing but Exter- 
nal things to judge by, which are ſepera- 


die from Grace. etimes they take Gifts 


for Grace; but many have the Gift of 
t Prayer, that have not the Spirit of Prayer, 
| Sometimes Men take Common Grace for 
Teal and Affection may be in Men 

e of Grace. Sometimes they take 2 

y Con- 
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we been miſtaken: David was 
taken in Abitophel, the Diſciples in us 
the Church of Feruſalem in Nicholas of An- 
tioch; No Man can look into the Heart ok 
another, and ſee there a Spirit of Love and 
Faith. 1 Sam. 16. 7. Man looketh on tbe outs © 
ward Appearance, bus the Lord looketh on ts 


Heart, AT 
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e Spirit of the Lord is 
= Cauſe he hath anointed me to Preach 
7 Goſpel to the Poor, he hath ſent mb 
70 heal the Broten hearted, to Preach 
Deliverance to the Captives, and 76 
covering of Sight to the Blind, to ſet 
4 liberty. them that are Bruiſed, to 
Peach the acceptable Tear of the 


Spirit of the Lord.is upon me, becauſe | 
Vn anointed me. 
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7H I'S is a Text Jeſus Chriſt 1 
+ ſelf preached upon at Naxzeretl 
" which was 5 the Place 104 His E 


Sa r 


— T> 
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75 
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Words; but a great Er 
Intendment . 
Chriſt preached is not upor but 
we have the Preface, V. 21. This Day 4s this. 
Scripture fulfilled in your Ears; which ives 
us ſome Light, and ſhews us chat cke Pre 
phecy doth relate unto himſelf. In cheſe 
Words is a Prediction of the r 
ting upon Hint,- ann 

Q. What is meant by the Sphive? + 

A. The Third Perſon in the Trint 

God, Father, Son, and Ho 
dne and the ſame ſpiritual Su 


imeß He is eanes the Spirit | 


od. 2 Cor 7 {If 3. Someti 
1 Joh. 32. J 
7 eaven, Sometimes the 


8 ometimes che Hol y Spirit. Eph. + 
ot the holy Spiri of God. Se 


Spirit of Grace, Heb. 10. aa br 
ite to the Spirit o W. 
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— Ii, 34-2. The Spirit fake Lord. (bg 
Fe ft upon He in. It — ha have a reſpect to = 
1 Spiric's viſ ible de g on Him. Math 

„1. He —_ the Spiri of. God deſcend; £ 

4 Dove, and lighting upon Him. 

This is amplyfied bythe Reaſon, Becauſe 
the Lord hath IS mne. The Prieſts were 
| ſeperated to their Office by this Ceremony 
Lev. 8. 12. He poured of the anointing Oyl up 


I on Aarons Head, and anointed him to Janctiß 


vim. So the meaning is, That God had ſe 
— 52 and ordained bim te thus, ®: Dee 
to Pr each the Goſpel... | 52) 


RE DPOCTRINE.. Miniſters bad nod; han 


the. Spirit of the Lord upon them, in order 
che reviving of Religion - among his People 
There are ſome times of Degeneracy * 
.. the 3 — or 
muy are in a languiſhin 
es the Eſtates of a People 22 
ga) 805 ſometimes Religion is it 
5 Gondition; but there are mea 


; | har are erviceable for) the reviving: of ii 


85 hs Hi is one ſpecial means, when bh 


are che Spiricolahe Lord y 


them. The Spirit of the Lit 
ed out upon the Nogle, elf 


x But wb a 
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ta 55 


Hot 
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iniſters, it is a very hopeful Sign 

„ 6. | will: ſend you Elizab the Prophet, 

e ſball turn tbe — of the; Fathers: to the 
bilden, and the Heart of the Cbililren to their. 
athers, leſt I come and [mite the Earth with 
I — was dccompliſhed na = | 
ent obn the Baptiſt; wel - Was Wi 

Ghoſt⸗ So aſter the Apo 
t, much Was dane by) 
, for the advancing of Re- 


ters, conduce tu the reviunyg, ont 3 
A. Two Ways eſpecially." 0 es Litas 3 I 
I. The Spirit gives them''a Zeal Gola 
lory, and the Salvation 
dirit of God is upon they 
uch concerned for Gocks Glorys S Kad 
ith Elijab, 1 Kin. 19. 10. en 
alous for the Lord God of Haas 4 

t be indifferent whether God: 1 


Fil or not; 

don the World, | their | 
ed He God*s:Homnour, NE; oy 5 as IN 
of Mens ::Stuls;-Fhey! "wv e 5 2 
ML „ 8 


ae , 


may be o. x Cor. 9. 19, 20, 21, 050 
have made my felf a Servant to all, that Im. 
gain Mme: &c. I am made all things to 
Men, that 'by "all means I may- ſave eme: 
1. Hereby they are. diſpoſed to Study a 
Pros Juch W as lo eſpecially tend to th 
reviving f Religion. There be ſeveral: o 
ther Truths; that in their Seaſon mult be 
fitudied and Preached;” Miniſters muſt no 
decline to Preach the whole Coubſehia 0 
So; no part of the Word of God is i 
24680 Vain. But when they are zealous for Gull 
 -Honour-ahd Mens Salvation, they wal 
.-... theinlelves to revive Religion; they 
awelÞ u thoſe things that do more 4 


Valid > Sect rhings 28 will take wich i 
 Cvnltie 7 3 Fel. 12. 10.1 


| ple, and Ar! . ve to 0 chit? $o it wn 
2 AR. 20. 21. Teffying both: "tou 

| 1 ws. and ulſo to the e 
am, God, and Faith- rewards our Lori 3 
es CT he C ons of the I 
Vill ſcir up {their Spirit. AR 17. 262M | 
KB - Punt watted. for them ar Athens, . b 
. n irre in bini, zulen be feu tit os an | 
derm fo , Sw © 10 


Pi the Jv in 2 95. 3 7 


2. Hereby y they are prepared to declare the 
Word of God Powerfaly. The Word of God 
is as an Hammer, and Men muſt ſmite with 
Strength to make the Nail Enter, or the 
Rock to Break. If the Word of God be 
reached in a dull dead Way, it is not like 
o have much Efficacy. Men will be in dan- 
ger to think that the Preacher himſelf dont 
believe it, or that he lays no great weight 
pon it. But when they have an holy Zeal, 
hat makes them to be Boanerges, Sons. 
Thunder, they will be earneſt and f. 

hat was the Commendation of 4 
That be was. fervent” in Spirit. R alt; 
do Chriſt taught. Math. 7. 29, Ws 
it one having. Authority, and not a rene 

ad this made his Doctrine th “ 
bing V. 28. The People n | 
an — This was fore 
5. 4. He ſhall. tread — 20 

— of the Lord, in the 1 

ame of the Lord his: God. Zeal Will in 
he Heart, and make Men deglane/ -v 

Vord of God, ſo as to awaken" others: 
ot lll them to ſleep: Such Man will ipe 
n the heat of their Spirits. Wen N 
bs: ſenſible of the breaking, cur-of Bi : 

approach rr they: wal a! 
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+ Hereby A are Nu with Seis 

ſe the Word of God faithfully. There 
danger chat ſome Men will be provoked, 
ey be told plainly: of their Sins, if thei 
Onfidences be ſhaken, and they be des 
lainly wich. And if hey il be have not! 
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er. bs But if they hai 
„that will make them faidi 
wh 9, His Word was in my Hes 
p in my Bones, 11 | 
„ and I could not 
* ſpeak whether Men wil 
N mag work Troy | i 


2. F the Spirit be upon Minifere, ther gives 
hem. 2 derſtanding and Mi [dem for: thein 

Vork, The Spirit of God makes them Stu- 
lious, buſie in Reading and 'Meditating] 
and thereby get Underſtanding. The 
Spirit — ſuitable Thoughts: to them, 
— thereby they get Underitanding. The: 
Spirit of God opens their Eyes, gives 
itual Diſcoveries to them, and thereby t 

zet Underſtanding. All Wiſd 
rom God. Men are led by the Spirit ir 
he conſideration of Providences, and i 

ney get a great deal of Experience. 
gave Seewen Wiſd a N 
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Men for their Wor 
alls them to. It was feretold eon 
hriſt, That God would B's 
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Liberty. Through Cuſtome, and carnat 
Reaſon, and their dependance upon the 

Judgment of others, they ſtand in the De- 
ence of ſinful Ways; they have a gres 
deal to ſay in the Vindication of them, and 
ſome times don't ſuſpect them to be Evil: 
But God by giving Underſtanding to Mi- 
.niſters, doth inable them tod la 


eie Iniquities. And Paul laid abundance 
= of Light before the Gerriles, to ſhew them 
©, theis Vanity and Sin in Worſhipping - of 
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Mols. And Apollos laid Light before the 
Feu, to convince of their Sin in rejecting 

| ACT. ( 

rike; that Feſus was Chyif. © © Ur 

2. Heres | Es 
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Ss Chit. Act. 18. 28. He mightily convineed 
"they are made able to ſpeak Ta 
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1. . M N r R „ . REY 3 
of Chriſt. Gal. 3 24 The Law was our Schbol- 
ster, to bring us to: Cbriſt. And the Spirit 
hefifſof God, by giving them Underſtanding, 
ts them for this Work, thereby they ars 
inabled to repreſent in an affecting Man- 
ner, the dreadful Miſeries that Sinners are 
in danger of., So did Jobn the Baptiſt, and 
he People of the Publicant, and the Soul- 
liers were much affected, and enquiret 
what they muſt do. Luk. 3. 10, 12, 14. 
Miniſters hereby are inabled to find out 
(eral Conſiderations to evidence to Men, 
the certainty of their Ruine, if ti do con- 
tinue in a natural Condition; and to ſhew "I 
the truth of that, Mat. 5. 18. That nor ond, 
jot or tiftle ſhall paſs from the La alk 7 
all be fulfilled. And they are able 1 
vince Men what danger there is that the 
will never be Converted: To lay open e 
retchedneſs of the Heart, and its might 
Oppoſition to the Goſpel, the great advan- 
tages of Satan to Seduce ; the mang y- 
paths that Men are wont to take; the un- 
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mY . Hereby 
he Deans! of chew Hearts. Many 8 Hear 
full of Deceit. Jer. 17. 9. The Hea 11 De 
> ied and deſperately Wi "hed, who can 
it à Men are wont to make plauſible. P. 
_tences for their Sins. They have mam 
Things to ſay in way of Apolog — 


bes, exculing their Sits. They pretend 


E that they are willing to know their ow! 
| + Hearts. They pretend that they do ſee theit 
on Inſufficiency. They pretend Love“ to 
God, and Faik! in Jeſus Chriſt: But God 
. his Spit, inables Miniſters ſo to lay 


4 ” open the Deceitfulneſs of their Hearts, 
that they are brought to know themſelves, 


1 5 1 hold their Deceits, they 
& would live and die in Hypocriſy: But God 


& helps - Miniſters to — their Hearts 
1 and Fo. he leads them into an Underſtands 


| 3 ing of themſelves. 2 Cor. 10. 4. The : 


den, of our Warfare are not Carnal, but Mighty 
18 2 God, to the pulling 2 of Strong 
| Hotds, "Heb. 4. 12. The-Word of God is: quick 
bk end. pawerful, ſbarp er than an to- 099 
E- Sword, dividing 5 add Soul and Spirit, Fei 
21d u, and ir a 3 0 the Tig 
5 * F the Hau, 8 — 
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en 4. Hereby they, are made able to direct tbem 
rt * br May. Men that are diſtreſſed 
Dein Conſcience, are many times at an utter 4 
oſs what to do; and are prone to run 
Teſginto By-paths, and take very improper Me- 
Wilthods for their help. They are contriving 
in what way to get Pardon and Grace 
a they would undo themſelves, but God 
by his Spirit, helps Miniſters to guide them 
in the right Way. Mal. 2. 7. The Pries? 
Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and they ſhoulll | 
ſeek the Law at bis Month. Minifters ars 
to be their Guide. It is their 
re& them, that they may not. Quench:the 
— of the Spirit; to — them may 43 
they may not grow Secure; that : 
— on their own Ri * hag "2 
they may not get a falſe Faith; chat hd F- 21 
may not be diſcouraged; that they mar 3 
have no Prejudices againft Gd ànd ft 
Ways, that the Work may be haſttied, — 
owe: they * be ed to Chriſt. „ 


V. 5 
God gives the Spirit to his Min | 
are fitted te 111 W d 4 * 
to Chin. 


"BB. „ 


r 


a: 35 Ak 


wag: 4 DIY WS YE) R . 5 as ane „ OO_S 
7 F 88 TODO FILME [ n W Wh Jeb N 
e 33 — ' * SY e . * 
4 2 * 9 N * int Fg ns 5 . 1 y e : 15 #88 
» » * EY 
Lt 


. JJ EF. 1 
| I: Reafon. Men are ſo Blind and Corrupt 
that it is very difficult to Work upon th, 
Men by Nature are in Darkneſs. Rev, 4 
17. Thou art Blind. They have wholly loft 
their ſpiritual Sight, and their natural Con 
ſcience is very defective: It is very ſlow 
to conceive of thoſe things that it can con: 
ceive of. Men are ſubje& to abundaneWl 
| Deluſion; they are under the prevailing o R. 
A - carnal. Reaſonings, eaſily deceived wi nc 
Appearances and Shews, ſubject to flatte 

E themſelves; they become Vain in their Ii 
- Sinations, MW their fooliſh Hearts are DarknelMl 
Kom. 1. 21. And through Heedleſſneſs and - 
Fofgetfullneſs. they are very Ignorant o 
what they might know. Tit. 1. 15. Thei 
ind and Conſcience are defiled, and the 
earts of Men are very much depravet 
violently ſet upon their carne 
r. 50. 38. They are mad on theil 


s , . 8 
N L El W vant; FIPS , + - *I * 7 4 

q 1 n * 4 4 * w 

8 od 8.0 I AER CEA bat bh KT te I ES 

& ; 1 J £ 

- ey * tf . 

* ” 2 + 
. s 


FX I 
+, 


Mals. They are exceedingly addicted tt 
the Love of the World: They are ſer fei 
Profit, and Pleaſure, and Honour: Their 
buſineſs is to advance their own Intereſt. 
Tbey can't endure to Reform their Lives 
They . as Jer. 2. 25. They hove followal 
e Tacks, and after them they will go. Ih 
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' om. 8. TT The natural Mind 1 Enmiry : 70 
od, is not ſubj ec to the Law of God, neitber 
adeed dun be. Hence, if they have but li- 
le Means, ordinarily they take very little A A 
mpreſſion. that are faſt aſleep; will 
10t be awakened with a little Noiſe: More 
gentle Means will not do with nau ty 
hildren. Small Blows will not break 4 
Rock ; gentle Phyſick will not do for a 
born Piſcaſe. If Miniſters be Ignorant and 
Sluggiſh, there is little likelitiood Ace 
ood will wrought! 'f = 88 

2 Reaſon. Yet Men Bave ſo" uch 
ſcience and ſelf Love, that it is ific#l 
and powerful Means. Thougft inful N 
are like the Beaſts that Periſh; yet the 
ot Beaſts.” They have a Oonſcience in 
hem, and that tells them that chere ie — 
zod that made Heaven and Eartf ; Hat 
he is to be ſerved; that his Anger is Ter 7 
rible, and that his Word muft needs b 
e. The Gentiles ſhewed, That be Work 3 
f the Law was written in their Hearts, Rom. 
. I5. And they have likewiſe a'principle _ 
of ſelf Love in them; theyare.cravir 
ineſs. Pfal 4. 6. Who will ſuen ur any Good 
Sy dread. Miſery, and abhorBeftruction,” *Þ 
on n theſe ewo I they ne capable! 2 
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0 be ths: upon. When che Wrach d 
Gad is ſet before them in a lively Manner 
their Conſciences will echo to it. This 
|  rouſes up thoſe ſparks of Light that are it 
Conſci — and 2 adds its Te. 
ſttimony. Hence the Men are ifraid, they 
3 Tremble left God ſhould execute. Vents 

ace upon them; they would fain get their 
Sins Pardoned. When they hear the clear 
| Reaſonings, - and. powerful Diſpenſations 
of: the Word, thay cannot but fear: And 
| they chink, Whar ſhall they be prof profied, if 

ot ſhould ger. the —— World, 
toe e. their own. Soul? So when the 12 
. | a1 Shin Pr eacbing, that leads Co Glence 
F into. the Examination of their Hearts and 
Mays, and puts them upon it to labour al- 
der che power of Godlineſs. A Warkman 
1 N bring rude Timber into Form. 
- Skith vl Phyſician may be 4 means to remove 
VE. {DIE Diſeaſe. Dull Conſciences Godl 
B Shted: Proper Means mend w_—_ 
$ 1 wenne Religion. K 281 5 
n die Sorrow al. A great part ot CG J 
4 : makes n o of; Chriſt; but chere a 
| lictle- ſincere Religion; 1 Af. Intle AIP 
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ot of SU 3 Pans, only, but of 22 
dme Nations, as Rev. 3. I. .They have ͤ- 
Name that they Live, but are Dead. There be 4 
reat Pretences to Religion, but God i? 
t little honoured, and few. Souls are 
aved. Religion doth not flouriſ in mam 
laces, for the Miniſters” have not the Op v3 
it of Ged upon them. — 
I. Some are Heretical. There were. abr. 2 
ance of Hereſies in the Days of the Apoſtler, 
nd there be many in -chefe Days. Th 
apiſts hold Juſtification by Works, char ir 
; lawful to have Images in Worſhip: That 4 
e Pope is Infallible, and. has power to for- 1 
ive Sin, Cc. The Sociniant deny che Doe } - 
trine of the bleſſed Trinity, che Divinity , 
briſt, and that He bore the” Curſe for: wel 4 
he Arminians hold univerſal *Redemption, _ 2 
lection from Faith foreſeen, the Power of Fes 
il, and falling from Grace. And thop e 
iniſters Apes ally that do propogate 
Opinions, and beguile —— Men. *F 
ervert the Scripture, and wreſt it t6; of 
vn Deſtruction, and the Defizigzon ox 

any others. Learned Men are the ger 2 
educers that promote damnatie Hsreſtes. F — 
heſe Men hinder the rea pgs of. — 2 = 
Bus * ner eaſe a more- we; 3 
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2 Ti im. 2. 16. Mew are 12 Captive hy th th 


2 Tim. 3. 6. 


2. Some are wicked Links, They th 
ſhould teach others to keep the Law of God 
break it themſelves. So it was with Hophn 
and Phineas, x Sam. 2. 22. They r, 
Women that aſſembled at the Door of the 7 
bernacle of the Congregation, So it was af 
wards, Iſai. 43. 27. Thy Teachers have tran 
greſſed. a a. me. So the Scribes and Phariſn 


under the pretence of long Prayers, did de 
Vour Wi 40 028 Houſes. Math. 23. 14. An 
3 foi it is at this Day, in many Places of «th 


©hriftian World. Many that ſhould lea 


Men to Heaven, are guilty of debauche 


zctices;' They are Swearers, Drunkark 


| * and Prophaners of the 8 abbath. Re 
| ion not like to flouriſh under the 


de of ſuck Men. Such Teachers tal 
e to root Religion out of the Place 


Where they Dwell. They that teach Wick 


their Practices, are like to do Uh 
by their Doctrine. 


3530 Some are Ignorant. Many that are 
* uf ” * have knowledge to — 


Mob a manner, all the Learning t 
«7 e did not mu A 
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hers. God complained of Old, of the Ig- 
orance of Teachers. Iſai. 56. 10. His 
Vatchmen are Blind, they. are all Ignorant. 
en need a great deal of Knowledge, t 
e able to Inſtruct others. But ſome,Teach- Þ 
daran of he Principles of Rell 
ion; are not able to vindicate them, They 
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re not verſed in the Scriptures. Theſe 


en will be poor Helps to the Souls of # 
thers. Blindnefs is a very bad Property. #3 
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a Guide. If the Blind lead the Blind, los? 
ill fall into the Ditch, Math. 15. % 4. Wher = 
eachers are Ignorant, the People il be de 
royed for lack f Knowledge. Hol. 4,6. {+  $ 
4. Sowe want Experience. Pom e 
are good Learning, a good Converſationy. 
o ſome Good: They may be 1 { ans te bs 
ain ſome Men from Sin. Yea, e, 
ay be Inſtruments. of Converſion; H 
ch a Miniſtry is not like to revive * 1 
he Condition of fuch a Country is v 
rrowful. - Jer. 2. -8, They that handle the - i 
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aw, know me not. It is à great” Bl 5 


hen People have fuch Miniſters as =o 
ore, 
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4 | forte of God. 2 Cor. 1. 4. Men that have 
Had Experience of Temptation, and Re- 
Hef under them, of their own Hearts, and 
- of Jeſus Chriſt, are moſt likely to be In- 
 Aruments of the reviving of Religion. 
2 USE of Direction to People, what Mi. 
OM to chuſe. It is of great Concernmene 
have Religion revived. God uſeth great 
| Means in order to it: He brings great 
I and Calamities in order to it; 
ial Means to obtain this, is, To 


3 Ka! en Miniſters as have the Spirit of 
I == upon them. In Feroboam's time, they 
did not care who were Prief's. 2 Chron 
| . 23-9 « Whoſoever cometh to Conſecrate himſelf 
A 4 Joung Bullock, and ſeven Rams, the 
. may be a Prieſt of them that are no God 
But if yon deſire the flouriſhing of Relis 
ion, get ſuch Men for Miniſters, that it 
" may be ſaid of them, as God ſaid of Foſhu, 
Numb. 27. 18. Take Foſhua the Son of Nun, 
a May in whorn is the $ pirit, and lay thine 
mo 1d upon bim. 25 
"But chere is 4 double Difficulty in this 
1. Some that are to Cbuſe, don't regard ibis 
3 2 ſome Places the care of this Matter be 
= is nde * ro Lecter halt that * 
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i the wounded in Spirit; 58. 1 
eWfit for the Work: And where the Peoples 

have a Liberty to chuſe, they are Se 1 
of making a good Choice: Some are Purſes 
ridden, and don't matter who they have, 
ſo they can have him upon eaſy Terms; 
Micah got one on eaſy Terms, and ſatis», 
fied himſelf that he had à Levite to be hi: 
Prieſt. Judg. 17: 13. Some love one that 
will Propheſy ſmooth Things, and riouriſh 
them in their vain Hopes of eternal Life. 
Tai. 30. 10. They ſay to the Seers, See not? 
and to the Prophets, Propheſie not right. Things, 
Heal unto us ſmooth Things, Propheſie Deceitss | 
Some would have one that is 4 vbearly Cm. 
oanion. Some would have one that would“ 
Pleaſe their itching Ears; 2. Tim. g. 3. After: | 

their own Buſts they ſhall beap to themſelves > 
Teachers having itching Ears, People that 
have but little Religion, are in danger to 
Wake up with Miniſters that have not the - 3 


- ; 


=. 


2. Some don't know whete to find ,x 
Some would be glad to get f _ an Ge 
but they know not where to ſuit them 
ſelves. We are not come to that paſs thag 
yl 15 ſpoken of, Am. 8. 1 T's 12. 1. wit ſe | 14 : 
nl Famine in the Land; not 4 Famine of Bread, 3 
Wnt ff of Haters de che Wang, 
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with al manner of Prayer and Supplication, fi 


9 52 The benefit of the Goſpe bg 

of the Lord, And they ſhall wander from Sea 
0 Sea, and from the North even to the Eaſt, 
- they ſhall run to and fro to ſeek the Mord of 
the Lord, and ſhall not find it. But yet there 
zs no great plenty of ſuch Men as have the 
Spirit of God upon them. Ir is a * 
that People may find thoſe that have good 
Learning, and that are Orthodox in their 
| Principles, and of a good Converſation; 
but there be not many that have the Spi- 
| rit. People muſt take up with ſuch as they 
Can get; that that is wanting can't be num- 
——_—_ 7 
3 USE of Exbortation, to Pray for the Mi- 
L oiftry.” It is the Duty of Miniſters to Pray 
for the People; and it is the Duty of the 
People to Pray for their Miniſters. The 
” Miniſters are bound by their Office, to Pray 
for the People; and the People are bound 
by cheir Intereſt to Pray for their Miniſters, 
When they Pray for their Miniſters, they 
Pray for themſelves. Moſes Prays for them, 
Deut. 33. 8. Of Levi he ſaid, Let thy Thium- 
 mmimand'thy Urim be with thy holy One. We 
find Paul ſeveral times begging the Prayers 
of the Church. Eph. 6. 18, 19. Praying 
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to the wounded in Spirit. 53 


given to me, that I may open my Mouth boldly, 
to male known the Myſtery of the Goſpel. 80 


2 Thef. 3. I. Finally Brethren, Pray for 16, 2 
that the Word of the Lord may have free © 


Courſe, and be glorified even as it is with you, 


Heb. 13. 18. Pray for us. This ſhould move : 
the People of God to Pray for their Mi- 
niſters, becauſe if the Spirit reſt upon them. 


that is à Preparation for the reviving 0 


Religion. Ir is a Burden to the Spirit of alf 
godly Men, that there are ſuch decays of 
Religion; that few are Converted and that 
Iniquity doth ſo abound: And therefore 
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you ſhould be longing after that, that it 


may revive again, 


Conſider 1. If Religion don't revive, the 


Country will become more Wicked. Pride and x 
Wantonneſs, and Worldlineſs and Prophq+ 
eſs do abound in the Land. There be 


many bad Examples; there is a great deal 


of the breaking out of Sin. In many Places 


they have a very ill Name on the accoun 


of their Iniquities. Many People do deela 


their Sin as Sodom, and hide it not, And hay p< 3 


ſhall a ſtop be put to it, unleſs Religioh / 


do revive? unleſs Men be awakned and } 
convinced? Ezek. 36. 25, 26, 27. 1 will 
. | | dk CEL VE Fat aa AT 
ſprinkle clean Water upon uu, and jeh ſhall 
r . 3 AF 2.4 e 
Wade DW 22 
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* Clean; J Wh all your Filthineſs, 2 fro | 
our Tdols will I Aleanſe you. A new He! 
1s; will J give unto Jou, and a neu Spiri 


Y 01 F put within you, and I will take bi 


7 Heart out of your Fleſb, and I will give 


. Vi an Heart of Fleſh. And I will put my Spi 
75 "within" you, and cauſe you to walk in my 
E 3 Hatutes. Some think Family Governmeſt 
way put a ſtop to Sin. Some think the 
Teal of Rulers, and Faithfulneſs of Officers 
may put a ftop to Sin. But how ſhall theſe 
. ching be come at, if the Spirit of Rel 


ion do not revive among us? 


; RF Wm F Religion don't revive, Multitudes wil 


«Fei for ever, If Religion don't revive, 
" how ſhall Men get to Heaven? The Form 
of Godlineſs Will not bring Men to Hea- 


Ven. Coming to Meeting, going to Les 


Ares, joining to Churches will not ſecure 


I . What will become of the Poſte- 


"of che People of God, if Religion don't 
vive 2 © Morality will not epare Men 


3s: For . . ö We Joh. 3. 3. Exceßt a Man be 
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to the * in in it, 885 
another, but they will go to Hell, Math. 
8. 12. The Children of the Ring dom ſhall £0. 1 
into outer Darkneſs. | 3 
3. If Religion do not revive, there will be. 4 
Wha Fudgments, We have had many ſour 
Calamities Year ofter Year; and there ws, IJ 
been a great deal of Conſideration how to 
be delivered from the Wrath of God: And 
ſomething has been done for the preveni 5 1 
ing of Wrath, but yet God's Anger is nor 
turned away, but his Hand is ſtretched u] 
ſtill. One udgment is ſcarce over, dee 
another comes. We Pray, we Faſt, mas 
Laws, and diſpute about Reformation, bur 
yet we are in Affliction, and the E 
od goes out againſt us: And ſo it e 2 
unleſs there be a reviving of Religion: 
Mal. 4. 5, 6. He ſhall turn the Hearts'of th 
Fathers to the Children, and the Hearts 
the Children to their Fathers, left I come: and 
ſmite the Earth with a Curſe. The 'Gaurk "df: 
hardneſs, of Heart will not go ala | 7 4 
God leave us to an hard Heart, thy * = 
he e with other Corſe” ß 
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| "The Second Sermon. 


ỹ Lake 4 8. 
| E y Ts Preach the G el 70 the Poor. 


5 Niheſe and the following Words, , 1s FR 
255 forth the Work that Chriſt was anointel 
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4 or- Firſt | to Preach the Goſpel ro the Poor, 
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" the Goſpel.. In Tlaiah it is good Tidings 
3 And ſo the . Word ſignifies, 17 our Word 
ehe ſignifies. It comes from two Sax 
Words. Gad, that ſignifies Good; and Spell, 
: what. bignifies a We ord, There be other good 
Tidin 5 but the Goſpel is ſo by Way o - 
* acy. The Goſpel brings Tidings of 
4 55 oye E God to Men, and of a kt 

y of Reconciliation and Salvation. They 
58 "mach to blame that flight the Gofps 
reject it. They carry as if the Golpel 
3 P Were not 5 0 8 5 5 To hong: 40 wr 
F on Bere, 7 15 N 


. 

Ta A 
* 
- * 
. wy * 
IS 


ou 
. 
N 
* p 
1 * 8 
«x » 6 
Ss of * 92 
- Wenn 
y 
1 »., 
1 TE 
* , A 
— Th 8 
LR 1 
- We a5 2 
4 8 oo IS. 
— 57. 1 
7 * n 
1 * 1 


R Ma. oak >" os. Fl 1-4 a o A 4 
Ik... - ; 3 — 4 8 » RY * p 
+4 "oof * 1 A ws * N 71 73" 
A R 
” 


71 0 the winds in „Sint. 5 72 


d: That are deſtitute of Riches; and 
e Invitations of the Goſpel are ſent to 
em as well as others; and they that re- 
ive it, are more generally of that ſortr. 
Cor. 1. 28. God hath- choſen ohh baſe Things. 2 2 
the World, and Things that are PI E | 
mn. 2.5. Harb not God thoſen the Poor ß 
is World, Rich in Faith, Hezrs of the King 
n. And Chriſt Jeſus principally preached .. 
) ſuch. Math. 11. 5. The Poor have wi 
el preached unto them. 2. Thoſe, thas Le 
or. in Spirit; that are ſenſible thatt 75 
ave nothing to purchaſe Heaven; that ar 
nſible that they have no Money vor Price | 
or their Salvation: And they 
ts. 1. Such as are legally Pon ; As 8 3 
ath. 11. 28. That "Labor abi are beat INE 
aden: That are convinced of the weten 
aneſs of their Hearts, and that Gd m, 
ttly Condemn them. 2. Such as dos Evan: 2 
elically Poor in Spirit. Such as ade lie 
race of Humility, and live upon 

y of God i in Chriſt. Spoken FN fach F & 
Blefſed are the Poor in irit, fur e 1 i te 599 
ing dom F Heaven. Tote that ale Ale 2 . 4 
Poor. here are called Meek in'Tfaiah;: C. . 4 
. 1. T heir 16 5 as £ my Er es ; exther by: ; 155 
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** Reſpect to the Former. 
DOCTRINE. The Goſpel is el 
. preached to the Poor in 5 pirit ; They. 
(9-4. 46105 to he invited, Conſider bene i 
two Propoſitions . 
I Propoſition. The Goſpel is to he 2 
to all. Though there be no expectat 
that all will receive it, yet it is to 
| preached to all. Miniſters are not boy 
to Preach it to every one in the Wor 
 fortharigimpoſiible : But they are to Prea 
to all ab they have Opportunity. They 
not deſignedly hide the Goſpel from : 
There be many Differences among Mc 
in reſpect of their Eſtates, Age, Covenat 
8 and Sinfulneſs: But the G 
2 is to be preached to them all. Chn 
es forbid his Diſciples to go into the Wi 
* ef the Gentiles, or to enter into any Cich 
2 Samaritans, Math. 10. 5. But this w 


is to be preached unto all. Mar. 16-4 
1 all the World, and Preach the Gal 


* Act. 20. 21. 22115 both, i 
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iſt. Gal. 3 3. 28. There is neither Few n NES 
eek, there is neither Bond nor Free, be 1 
either Male nor Female, for ye are al n- 
Chriſt Feſus. All are to be inſtructed Fo +: 0 
> Goſpel, and to be invited to Chriſt-. 

1 Reaſon. Becauſe the Promiſe is to. *. 
here is a conditional Promiſe made to 
that believe in Chriſt. There is no e 
ption of any that do believe in Chriſt. 
he Sin againſt the holy Ghoſt ſhall nok 
> forgiven. But the conditional Promiſs 
true of them, and no Man knows tht - 
hath committed that Sin. Theè offer of 1 
e Goſpel is made to Men without au,; 
xception. It is propounded in .'genergl 
erms, fo as to comprehend-all. A: 10. 4:4 
oſoever believeth on him, ſhall have NG,. 
iron of Sins, Men are ready toe 
emſelves, but God makes no. Ex e 
ometimes the Promiſe 1 130 ed 
efinitely. Joh. 3. 36. He r 
he Sun hath evorls Pin Life. 
is propounded Unwerfaiy fe 
o other Condition joined 46 his; 
15. ſo, but the Notes of Un | 
ded to the Promiſe; a boſon 94 Jeb. 
545. So all; Ad. hs 25 a my „ 
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$0 The benefit of the Coſße 
2 Reaſon. They that are not Poor in | 
it, may receive Benefit by the Goſpel. 
Goſpel is many Ways uſeful to make M 
Poor in Spirit. Preparation for Chriſt 
carried on by the Law and the Goſpel 
Conjunion: When Men hear that the 
is a way of Salvation by Chriſt, that mak 
them more willing to ſee their Dang 
and not altogether ſo oppoſite to recei 
= Conviction. It encourages them to Pray 
& God to ſhew them their Miſery. Wh 
: $ 1 "Men hear that. Chriſt died for Our di 
that makes them ſenſible that God is ve 
angry for Sin; that he will execute Ve 
Fgeance. This is an evidence of the Juſti 
And Severity of God. Men may learn fo 
.thence, that Sin is a great Offence, a 
mmm be puniſhed. Luk. 23, 31. If the) 
mib things in a green Tree, what ſhall be a 
1 dry? When Men hear, that God ſo lov 
k ' »#be World, that be gave his only begotten Sl 
0 ſuffer for them, that diſcovers the i 
Nature of Sin, whereby Men abuſe a'G0 
f ſuch Grace. Pſal. 130. 4. There 5s: M 
Li * s with thee, that thou mayeſf be fed 
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0 the wounded: in & hirit. 88838 
m. Gal: 2. 21. If Ri ghteouſneſs come by. 
Law, then Chriſt is Dead i in vain. When 4% 
hear the Command to believe in 
litt, that convinces them, that though 
7 be Civil and Religious, yet if they 
jeve not, they are Rebellious, and in a 
ferable Eſtate. | 
3 Reaſon. Becauſe they that are not Poor 
Spirit now, may be Poor in Spirit after 3 
;rds, If Men hear the Goſpel, and dont 
ake a right Uſe of it now, yet they wilk 
ain the Knowledge of. it, and it may 3 
them Service afterwards, though t 12 
not ſenſible .of their loſt Condition now:õõ 
t are Senceleſs, and carnally Confidenty 
t they may be Poor in Spirit hereafrers, - 
d then what they have heard ma 2 
Mind, and become powerful upon Wein 5 
-arts. It may be, when they have not an 7 A 
pportunity to hear the Goſpel, they will 1 4 
[| to Mind what they have heard ng: 

ears before, and ponder on what has been 
eached to them formerly. It is poſs 1 — 
ey may be made Poor in Spirit, When 
ate in Captivity among the , 
Heathens. W en they. have no OPP@ [4 1 SW 
Ty 0 e the 2931 or 2 1 
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* "ſick - Bed, FRE cannot hear the We 
preached; and then what they have f 
merly heard, may work effectually on the 
Manaſſeb would not hearken to the H 
Phbets when they ſpake to him. 2 Chu 
33. 10. But afterwards when he was a0 
ive in Babylon, he remembred what he h 
been taught, and repented. V. 12. When 
Vas in Affliction, be beſought the Lord his Gi 
4nd humbled himſelf granny _ the G od 
„ bis Fathers.” © 
. Propoſition. The, Goſpel i is eſpecally t 
4 te ached to the Poor in Spirit. It is 
_ = Minifters ſhould make particular Apple 
| tion of the calls of the Goſpel to them, 
z true, they may do ſo to young Men- 
ancient Men and to great Sinners: þ 
chere is peculiar Reaſon to make particil 
=S pplication to them that are Poor in Spi 
BY ; = Pheſe- Perſons : are in 4 particular Mann 
. . - Yovited in the Scripture. Iſai. 55. 1. 
2 70 wery one that Thirfteth, come ye to the N 
al be that bath no Money; come ye; 
4 det, buy Wine and Milk witbont Ma 
a ubel Price. They are Thirſty 
are parched up for want of ſomewhal f 
Juench their Thirſt. The like we * 
Hin 11. 28. Come. ove m_— 1 al: # 
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0 the un ded int 9 pirit. 67 1 
ry and heavy Laden, and ye ſhall find Reſt 
your Souls. They are Weary and heavy / 
den that are oppreſſed with the weint 
od's Wrath. So, Rev. 22. 17. The Spirit 
the Bride ſay, Come. And let Bim thatis a- 5 4 : 
, Come: And whoſoever will, let bim take 

Water of Life free. God is here teach-. 3 
y Miniſters to have a particular Regard. - Þ 
ſuch. The Invitations are not confined _ 2 
theſe, but they are to be particulary ap- 
ed to theſe. Some others have ſpecgiak = 
2d to have the Terrours of the Law-w 
-ached to them: But the Invitations of _ 
> Goſpel are eſpecially to be propounded — 
thoſe that are Poor in Spirit. 
The Reaſon of this, is, Net from- aux 
cellency in this poverty of Spirit. There ice 
ching of Spiritual Goodneſs in this; It is 
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leed a reaſonable Thing; it is ac? 
g to the dictates of right Reaſon, hut : 


5 : —— 
Ke * 
«4 


re is nothing of Piety or love to Gd, 


godly Sorrow in it. It is a meer forced 
ing, and accordingly it is not acceptas - 
> unto God. The firs good Act that ies 
ne by the Soul, is believing. in Chriſt 4 


accordingly there is no Fromiſa made 
the Scripture to this legal Poverty ofSpis , | 
Na Man is under any Premiſe 6f Saks” | 
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Eo. vation ul * comes to C -pwiſt. 11 is prob 
dle that God may give Grace to all cho 

that have this Poverty of Spirit; but the 
is no Promiſe in the Word chat he u 
Indeed there is an inconſiſtancy in; it, q 
there ſhould be any Promiſe made to 
For when a Man is Poor in Spirit, 
owns that it is in God's liberty to do. vi 
him as he pleaſes: And he continues ſon m 


tt:me in this Frame, and continues to 4 
3 knowledge it. But if there were any P 
5 miſe of Salvation to it; then after tl e | | þ 


Act of Submiſſion, it would not be in 
' . Hberty.to do with him as he pleaſed; "h 
RE he ay; be bound to. beſtow Grace upd 

him, and he might challenge and lay cla 

td Faith, 

E Hut * reaſon is, Becauſe ſuch Meal 

22 45 frepared to receive the Goſpel. This N 

Vverty of Spirit brings Men = to Q 

. 0 tliat it is very hopeful that they will a 

- gept of him. The People of the Fes nel 

© the Miniſtry of Fob» to prepare tha 

to regęive the ell. Mar. 1. 2. 1 ſend | 

. } Me enge before thy Face, to Prepare | 21 

$ Va before thee. So particular 1 nee 

Vs : Work Na Paopararion, to make Re 1 


C 
e 
] 
Fi Ot 
I 
( 


, 5 
Y „ * 8 * 45 4% ha 
: 2 8 1 . 3 72 >Y I 4 
* of CET 
5 


0 the pounlla in Spot,” 88 
-pired. AR. 9. 6. He Trembling and = 
dniſhed), laid Lord, what wilt: 4.4 Bae 
to do? 50 the Failowr, Act. 16. 30. He : 
d, Sirs, bat muſt I. 45 to be ſavedꝰ And 4 
en Men are thrown dut of their .] . 
dnfidences, and made Poor. in Spirit 
W they are in a fair Way to receive 
rift; Now. they. are, ſenſible that Harden 
I eternal Life are the free Gifts of God 
therefore Chriſt to prepare the n 
the Church of Laodicea, co 
Ty . Was br 7 9 and 


" of 0 


y have 4 Work of G 

art. They are not fully rep 

al Poverty of Spirit. T here 3 

r Work of God, further to prep: 

ore, they will aome to GH 

re Poor in Spirit ſeven Year tage! 
all not prevail With him 0. coe 


G ſee the Glory of God and Chriſt th 

will not believe. Pſal. 9. 10. They i 

know "thy Name, will put their truſt in ii 

Bur when they are Poor in Spine, they: 
pared- to receive the Golfe ſpel, and 5 

ä —— to Chriſt. 


i 9 re 


3 1. Now they ſee a want of Selvation, M 
that are feeking their gp he in | l 
World, and have not à fenſe of the Wii 
of God, don't mind Chriſt, T hey u 
more Notice of the Market, and wer 
* ortunities, than of ofp ] Invitatie 
= Math. 22.5. They made light of it, and u. 
. 0 bit Farme, and — to bis " Meri | 
= att. Dur When they are Poor in Spit 
=: they ard like Thirſty Men, that are en 
=” parched up. Rev. 22. 1 FA Let him ibu 
BB thief em. They Tren as Paul did. 
58. 6, This-is Lohe Preparation. 
3 A Fi . Now "they ſee that 1730 can get 8. / 
Sao is is other Way, If Meri have wt 
* Work gut their Salvation aſhes | 
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Poor in Spirie, has tried all Concluſiohs, 
d every thing fails him. He ſees himfelf 
dead Man. Rom. 7. 9. Sin revived, and. 
lied. So he ſees greater Neceflity This 
a farther degree of Preparation 8. r 
1 USE. Hence fee, That: thofe what are 
Poor in Spivit, do: ſpecially seid u habe 
Lap preached. to em. It is uſeful to alt: 
rts of Men to hear the Preaching! of the : 
w. Saints ſtand in need of it to keep 
m Humble, to put them upon: it to 8. 
a their” Faith i in Chriſt;- and to make 
em Thankful: But eſpecially: ſuch as 

not Poor in Spirit. Thé 5 ». 
Fought to Mount 9 £0 


| hear the. 
hundrings, and fee the Links { 
re Sinners don'e lbve to heat the Ter: 
urs of the Law. They had rather be en- 
rtained with fome more — A I 
Qrine; but they- are in great 2 . ; 
hear the Law. If there had been no 
aw, there would have been no Koi 
the Goſpel: And Men that are not ſen- 
le of the Terrvutrs of the Law, will nat 
gard the Invitations of the, Goſpel: Such 
are not Poor in Spiri 0 
ww often, ttiat they be pre} 
"Hh; ras at Be — 
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1 be. broken: and W Gal. 3. 24. 
TL was our & choolmaſttr,” 70 bring. us | 
I 1 Cbrift..... 7 5 8 f 


ai bat bey may be {infible: of N Tn 
3 ef of Damnation. Many Men are not 4 
ware whara terrible Thing it is to be Dan 
5 74 ned. They have a deeper Senſe of Povery 
agd\Reproach;: than they: have of Damn; 
* don. They look upon Hell as an uncc 
F- iortahlec Place: 6 hey chink if it muſt þ 
Y their Portion to ang to Hell, they 
I bear it as well ag. others; they are not lk 
tog thither alone: They faldome thin 
Kb They loek upon it as a remote Thing 
rg great HDiſtance, and it don't terril 
them; hut the Law Uiſcovers that it is In 
toll. rable- Pfal. xx. 6. Upon the Wicked Gul 
n Rain Snare, „Fire ove Brimftone, and. 
109% Tempeſt. Iſai. 30. 33. Tophet it n 
e of- OW ts hath made it deep and largi 
3 2 2 Pileet i 77 Fire aad muab Wood ;. 1 
Bes of the Lora, as a ſtream of Brimſim 
; Aub \ kindle} 11. Math. 25. 4. Depart qe C 
1 1 ed int e, Fire, prepared for the Df 
dul Angels. Math 13. 42. He fog 
3 : of Theo bu & Furnace of Fire, rhere fuck 1h 
Merping amd griaſting of. Teeth, Tena 
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eceſlity of Deliverance. Tſai. 331 14. Sin- 
rs in Zion are afraid, Trembling bas Jur- 
ized the Hypocrites: Who among us can dwel 
ith devouring Fire? Who among us can 55 
ith everlaſting Burnings? If the ſenſe. of - 
e terribleneſs of Damnation finks into 
eir Hearts, they won't regard the World, 
ey won't ſtick at their Pains; they vous | 
ink much to part with their Sins: They 
ad rather undergo any” Sorrow tkan e 


damned. ET TREES: 


2. That they may be ſenſible. of the gr. 2 | 3 
VVV 
p themſelves that God will not: Nn em 
d Hell: He is Kind, and Gracious aft 
ey Pray to him, and they are ini Cove. 
ant, and enjoy Priviledges: They life, 1 


rw and are ſorry for their Sin, and 
d they hope they are in no great daniel. y 
ut the Law ſhews, that Sinners are . 
er a Sentence of Condemiatiqn. Rom. 
23. The Wages of Sin is 2 
od is very Angry with ungödly Men, 9 
Mal. 50. 21, 22. I ill Reproue thee, and 1 3 
by Sins.in Order before tbee, Cn, ye i 
at forget God, leſt I tear au ti piktec, 
pere he none To. 2 5 TDN. Laws 


0 The benef ce } 


Law muſ}- take Place, that the Faichfulne 
of God is.engaged for the fulfilling of th 
ow Math. 5. 18. Not one jot nor tittle (bd 
from the Law, bat all ſhall be fulfill 
2 © Many Men are. afraid they fh 
not eſcape. They ſay as Mic. 6. 7. Will 
Lord be pleaſed with e of Ram, i 
en Thouſands of Rivers of Oy? They are 
fraid there is no Mercy for them. The 
have a Fearful expeation of fiery Indignay 
They have a dreadful Sound in their Ea 
as Joh 15. 21. And their Hearts eel 
zating Terrour. They Confeſs, they Reforn 
| they. Cry, they Plead, but yet 1 Rings i 
their Ears, Curſed is every one that 59 
| «pres not in all things that are written in 
Deut of the Law to do them, 
. That they may be ſenſible of the 24h 
ih ” Deſtruction. There is an Inclinatio 
in Men to put far away the evil Day, an 
I Then they think they may have a long Of 
Poi to enjoy worldly Comforts. Met 
\ 3 dee chat God exerciſes Patience towards! 
them, and they flatter themſelves that 
will be Patient towards them. But by ﬆ 
La, they ſee that God will deſtroy m 
E on e I z Tg 5 3. 
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1 to » chew wound r in Sauri 71 1 
ion cometh upon them, as Travail hon 4 


fo man with Child, and they ſhall not eſcape. 


nd the Law ſhews them, that og? is very 
4 gry; that he ſets their befors 
im, their ſecret Sins in the lig it Coun 
. nce: And fo they are a raid Ta will 
„Not wait upon them. In the Evening they 


2 e afraid they fhall die before Mornings 
be f the ey find any bodily Indiſpoſition, they } 
re afraid they ſhall die. If there be ? 
* hunder-Storm, they are afraid they ſhall 
de killed: Their Hearts fhake at the rep 
f Sickneſs that prevail: They tremble 15 I 
he ſhaking of a Leaf. It is with chem as 
Deut. 28. 15 67. Th ie 9 2 In. . , 
hence, and thou ſhalt fear Na 
and ſhalt have none fat, fear. of tl 
the Morning thou ſhalt ſay, Would God it 
Evening; And at Evening chou || 105 1 | 
Would God it were Mornin 2 he. fear; 
thine Heart wherewith thou ſbals feu, : -,. 
4. That they may be ſenſi ble © the juſtice 
their Damnation, Men have abundance 
Objections againſt ch e juſtice of G d. 
EW. that Sins don't he 
5 for ever, norwithiignd 
Ke 9 ect, that they coul 
their sz they are > aceordi 


2 . 


* 5 


9-5 of 


der * a A. 2 3 N CL, 
1 . 5 Pea 8 8 9 My þ IMB; Os a: "oP oy 
8 * "81,8, ELLE" 22 « 
„„ S. 7 wt n 2 8 8 FR , 2 br 2s 
EARL CC ET on RC Loo 
£ bo. N 2 4 2 8 8 Fs 


„ 
11141 


broken ab holy Law, and according to thi 
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. thrown themſelves into a Gulph of N 
10 Jer 7775 Hot, 13. 9. Menn thoy haſt defer 


thy fe | F 
105 21 SE. 07 warning ” z 27 0 
offs 2 to. 75 if at You are Poor. There is 


EI 25 * it 15 wit 


n { 1 7 * 
. . 2 q ta : 
t | G * <4 
* * BL * 4 £ a : WW . 1 
bod and. baſs. need. of nothil 
„ > p | 
: g ; * ; * a 
y » * 5 * „ : oy 
* Hs Te > 35 % 3 8 | » 
i . * * 
4 1 4 ; 


72 2 wu Je benef of he 2 


_ of God; that the Sin of Adam, 
hey did not conſent to, was imputed 
hen; and fo they were conceived in di 
and. born in Iniquity. They object, 
> 'Þ n done Service, and that the P:. \ 
ell are intolerable. But the Law ſhe 
that their Damnation is juſt. Rom. 3. 1 
 Whatſoever Things the Law ſaith, it ſaith | 
them that are under the Law: That every Mul 
way be fopped, and all the World may becm 
Gale before God. Tt is very evident from th 
Law, that Men have deſerved Deſtruction 
that they are worthy of Death, for they hai 


Sentence of it, which is a Rule of Juſtic 
they have merited Damnation. It is & 
dent, that they are the proper Cauſes 
ir own Sins, and they have therein ru 


don the point of the Sword, and han 


Tag bath nothing.” 150 0. 
ce . ON 
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hut art Nes * rachel &c. NE * 
ably deceive themſelves by ſuch Imagina- 
ions. Gal. 6. 3. He that thinketh himſelf 
omething when he 1 is nothing, deceiveth him- 
lf. It is Awful for Men to ſee themſelves - * 
Poor: It is Frightful, but if you be Poor, 1 
it is beſt to ſee it. The Caſe of ſich Men 

is Doleful, bur not Deſperate. Such have- 

no Foundation to truſt in themſelves; 'but 
they have Ground of Encouragement, for 

the Goſpel is eſſ pecially to be preached to 
them that are Poor in Spirit. In SST. 
rations of the Goſpel, he hath à gu 5 
Regard to them. Luk. 4. 18. Vor Candi: 
tion is not che more Dangerbus, but l 3 
more Hopeful, for ſeeing your felves Poor. 3 
Conſider, x. You are wholly empty of G. J 
neſs. Some of you have conſiderable thews- © _! 
of Goodneſs. There is an Appearance” of 
good Deſires, gracious Sorrow, love to Or- 
dinances and Sabbaths, and there: 55 are 
to avoid Sin; but there 1 15 nothing! foods 
nels in all this. It can't be ſaid f you; i. 
of Feroboam!s Son, There is ſome good 5h. 
towards the Lord God of Hrael. All THE: you .. -; 
do is in Hypocriſy. You are gcted in Wut 
Religion by a Spirit of Sele ore Sar a 
vr Hel and * of Neuen e rent 
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Principles chat influence you. You an 
acted by a Luft of Self-love in all- you 

Religion. Pſal. 78. 36. They flattered - bin 

ond ljed to him with their Tongue. Their Heat 
. (waz not right with bim. You make a conf 
I  derable Profeſſion, but God may ſay 0 
Pon, as of them, Deut. 5. 29. O has ther 
F avere ſuch an Heart in them. All that ye d 
zs for your ſelves. Hoſ. 10. 1. If you 
| Swept. and Garniſhed, yet you are Empty 
here is ſome ſimilitude of Faith and Love 
but no reality. There is not one ſpark 0 
þ--- Goodneſs in your Heart; though: Corruy- 
| gon be reſtrained, yet it Reigns; and i 
long as Corruption Reigns, there is a total 
Want of Goodneſs, Faith is the firſt good 
5 — that is wrought in the Heart. You 
nuts afraid of Judgment; ſo are the Devil 
Jam. 2. 19. The Devils believe and Trembiq 
FE You are much in Prayer, ſo would the De 
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es, but you have no Power to ke 
the Law. Rom. 8. 7. The natural Mind i 
por -/ubje#t te the Law of God, neither ind 
„ Fun be, If you have the help of Ording 
e, of Aﬀigions, of Pelirerances ot 
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xamples; yet you cannot work: up any 
Mrracious Frame in your gun Heart, If 
Where were a ſeed of Grace in your Heart, 
dy being cheriſhed, it might grow ane 
Rourifh, but there is none. A Man that is 
in a Swound, may be brought to be ſenſt- 
ble, and to Walk and Work, but a Man 
hat is Dead cannet: Thus it is with you. 
You are Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 1 ph. * 
. 1. A Watch, or a Clock, by Springs ank 
Weights may move Briskly, but it has ng } 
Principle of Life. It is quite beyond yon 
to do any ſpiritual Good. You can't recess 
the Goſpel. There is Encouragement :& — 
nough ſet before you, and it would be ex 
cceding Profitable to you to receive it, but = 
you cannot. Youſhave not an Heart tors: 
ceive it. Joh. 6. 43. N Man can come mw 
me, except the Father that ſent me draus bim, 

3. God is not hound to change your. Heart, 
God is abſolutely free, he may-help'you, © 
but if he won't, he is bleſſed for ever: :It © 7 
is true, he may help you without any 
Wrong to himſelf, but that lays him unde 
o Neceſſity. It is in his Choice, whether _ 
e will Glorify his Juſtice or his erer s 
Mou: He may paſs over you and take ang? 
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wor of him that Runneth, but of G04 that hes 
erb Mercy, God is under no Conſtraint t 
change your Heart; His Juſtice don't ne 
elfitate him. You have deſerved Condem 
nation, and your Prayers and Tears lay n 
Bonds on the Juſtice of God. His Faithful 
"Ink don't neceſſitate him. He hath pre 
miſed to Convert ſome, but there is no ab 
Z 1 Promiſe to any natural Man. Hi 
Merèy don't neceſſitate him. The mere 
» ful Nature of Man, doth many times fore 
"him to piry and help others, but God i 
wholly Voluntary in the Exerciſes of hi 
Mercy. God i is not of ſuch a tender Heart 
chat he can't bear to ſee Men in Miſery, 
Sold can take Pleaſure in the Exerciſes of 
Juſtice. Iſai. 1. 24. Ab, I will eaſe me ( 
wine Enemies, and avenge me of my Adve 
0 aries. His Henour don't neceſfitate him 
to Convert you. It would have been, à 
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much for his Honour to have converted 

- Eſau as Jacob, Judas as Peter, Saul as David» 

If hs don't Convert you, he will be gloth. 
| fied for ever. You can't bring God unde 
"i 2 eceflity to Convert you. If he d 
E doth you no Wrong: You: 2 — 7 


bis Hands, He is the Potter, and you's = r 
* As Z He may make you a Veſſel 1 of Hou 
hee, Rom. 9.21. 3 
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70 the wounded in Spirit. 7 
3 USE. Of Exhortation to them that are 
or to receive the Goſpel, If it were not: 
Wfered to you, it would be Obtruſion and 
refumption, a thruſting of your ſelves  * 
pon Chriſt,” it would be an impudent 

hing. But God offers Mercy to you; 

ea in an eſpecial Manner; as the Meſ- 
age concerning Chriſt's Reſurrection was 
nt in a particular Manner to Peter. Mar. 
6. 7. Go tell his Deſciples, and Peter. So he 
harges his Miniſters to make a particular 
pplication of the Goſpel to you. Luk. 4. 
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8. Iſai. . 1. Rev. 22. 17 f! Mb 
Conſider 1. It is not beyond his Mere, ix 
ardon you. Salvation is a great Work, 
our Sins had been fewer in Number, and“ 
aller in their Nature and Aggravations, 
would require great Mercy to Pardon 
d Save you. But as great as your Sins 
e, it is not beyond the Grace of Gd. 
lou muſt beware that you dent limit the 
roly One of Iſrael. God is rich in Mere, Eph. 
4. His Grace is like the Ocean, It is 
ufficient” to cover all your Sins. Eph. 3. 188 
ſo comprebend the Breadrh, and. gef, and | 
cigth, and Depth of the Len A Ci, There -. 2 
re Three Dimenſions; that Bel 
lies: Here are Four: alegbe 
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Thicknel may be meaſured Downwati 
ſio tis Depth; and Upwards, ſo tis Heigt | 
Y Mercy brings Sinners from deep Mi ery 
te the Pinnacle of Happineſs. God's Mer 


eis greater than Man's. God can finj 
3 FX for ſuch as Men cannot find Mercy 
Ks. of. x1. * J will not return to 9 
N 55 Ephraim, for J am God and not Man, Iſal 
. 9. For as the Heavens are higher than th 
7 Ws. . are _— Ways higher than your Ways 
ts than your Thoughts, God) 
Nee _ Debug than your Sins. Men 
""ghink if they had not ſinned ſormuch, o. 
| Shop. their Sin would not have been bt 
| yond- God's Merey. But God's Mercy cal 
Conquer all their Provocations. Grace may 
prevail over all. Rom. 5. 21. Grace reigu 
through Rigbtecuſues, to eternal Life. Tis 
Mercy of God is greater than we can 
ecive of. - The Underſtanding of Nan 
large: We can conceive how many Mi 
mies there be in a thouſand Yours bo 
man Inches i it is to the Center of the Earthy 
8 ws--gan't comprehend the Love +0 


ph. «, 19. The Love 0 re iy. af a 
Y Emes er the Cup 
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Knowk ge. We can't comprehend tie 
that he Brau i 0 0 . 
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his Love. We can't comprehend the 

great Good that he hath procured for us. 
2. God has deſigned to fave many loſt Sin. 


9 


ers, It is the purpoſe of his Heart, to brin 
any poor Sinners to heavenly Glory. I 
againſt ity 


ie had taken. up a Reſolution againit it, 
fen might well be diſcouraged; he ' 2 
as not reſolved againſt it, neither is he #t - 
loſs what to do; he is not loth to do ĩtꝰ 
ut it is his full Determination; he 18264 
olved in his Way, and he purpoſes tobreale |} 
ver all Objections, and Conquer all Op- 
ofitions. He is ſet in his Way, and wil 
ot be put out of it. 2 Theſ. 2. 13. God 4 
has choſen you to Salvation. Gal. 1. 5. Have 
ng predeſtinated us unto the Adoption of Chil. | 
tres by Fefus Chriſt, And he has done & 
great deal in order to the Salvation of — = 


Sinners. The Price of it is paid. Sin laid 
i Bar in the Way, but that Bar is removed 
y the Death of Chriſt. There is no need 
f any Contrivance how to ſatisfy the Law; 
hat is done already by Chrift. God 
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tell you” thar his Heart. is hardned again 
yon; but he tells you, that you ſhall be wel 
come, if you will come to Chriſt. Rev. 22 
& Whoſe oe wer will, let him take the Water 
 Lifegrecly. Yea, he doth beſeech you tocome 
| * Salvation. God is of infinite Majeſty; 
2 . he intreates you to be ſaved. He 
'Gandeſcends to your Infirmity, and ſtoopy 
) low as to plead with you; He becomes 
it were a Petitioner to yon; He begs 
WORD: axe and urges it as a Conrtely 
with tender-heartedneſs prays 
A 2 Cor. 5. 20. We are Anka 
rift, as though God did beſeech yu 
Jou in Chriſte Fead, be Je 1. 
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he end ef all Things is God's 
he hath done many - great 
> for his Glory. He made the Wal 
ry, that his Power and Wiſdom | 
m4 11 | maglfelted, He preſerved the ho- 
1 SI IL1 8 from le gn for the Zlory. of 
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> Gloryfies ws in wor ing out. che 
ilyation of Sinners b Chriſt. There is. a. 
eat Manifeſtation of the Trinity Perſons 
the God- head. There is a Maniteſtatio tion 
the Power, of the Fuſtice, and of the h. 
fold i ;[dom of God, and of his mene 45 
le Grace, In this way hie is great +: EX 
ted. Mici 5. 19, Who. is 4 Gol 5 75 8 
ee, pardoning Iniquity, and | g 
anſgreſſon of the Remnant of 255 ae, 
cauſe he delighted in Mercy? Rev. 5. 135 — EE 
orthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, ro-recelive » * 7A 
mer, and Riches, and Wiſdom, aud Honoliy, _ © 
d Strength, and Glory, and Blep bo 
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nb, and under the Earth, and 55 7 3 | 
the Sea, and all that are in them, ond 21 7 
Jing, Bleſf ing, and Honour, and Glory,” amet __ 3 
nver be unto bim that” firrerh6 on the 7. brew,” 
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| | them that are. 7 
ſaveth fuch as be of a a ( IL 2 . 0 i 


ma ſenſe and ap rehenſion of 
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to them, 
here are two Caſes n 
ckneſs and Diſeaſes. Pal.) 1 10% , 
aleth all thy Diſeaſes. The :otlier: 48 1 
aſe pf Wounds. That is the Caſe; 
heir Conſciences gre wounded: In Ki 
is, To bind up the broken in Hart. 
the manner of 8 in: 
DOCTRINE. There 18  Vivtue tec "IE 
to Heal wounded Conſcienten Ay Dad 
of a Man, ſo the Con 
ay be wounded in diders * 
metimes the Wounds of Con 
ry Dreadful, And it is à great Lervicte u. 
Man to have thoſe Wound h 
innot be effected hy other Means. + 
en have mand 25 to little Purpt 
Un fands thei Conſe ticks of Sinner. 2 
. 56. The Sg of Death is Sin; 
nth of Sin is. the, Law: But char 
gals. their 


bim not, yet Believing, e Rejoyce with 7. 


10. 15. Hou beautiful are the Feet of the 
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8 4 The benefit f hs 7 


it frees the Conſcience from Grief, an 
the Terrour of Hell, and brings inv 
Peace and good Hope of eternal Life. ! 
the Wounds of Conſcience be never! a 
deep, yet by the Goſpel they may be hes 
led. 30d 1 15 the Author of Healing 8. Pl . 
147. 3. He healeth the broken in Harz, and 
 bindet up their Wounds, But the Goſpel i 
the Means: Rom. 15. 13. The God o of 
Hope fill you with all Peace and Foy in Be 
zug. 1 Pet. 1. 8. In whom, though now you ſui; 


unſpeakable and full of Glory, Hence the Go 
pel is called the Goſpel of Peace. Rom 


| That Preach the Goſpel of Peace, that [i 
3 Sia Tydings of good Things' Eph. 6 

Aud jour Feet ſhod with the Preparation of ti th 
| Goſpel:of Peace. The Gofpel is a means dd 
Peace with God, and ſo of Peace of Con» 
3 ſcience. Here I ſhalt Premiſe two Diftin- 
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M0 bo Bandes 4 Pupifyed Con fcience, and; 
|.  btaled' Conſcience. Some Sinners have 90 0 
|  Anguiſh in . Conſciences. This rite 
AL ſenceleſs irir. 5 
Mer '0f an . BY 
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ings. Theſe Men 1 "hah: ** arg 5 
orrupt, and Unregenerate; and that i 
he Scripture be true, they are Miſerable. 
hut they are beſotted and benummed, a 
Jon't feel inward Pain. Rom... 11. 8B. God 
bath given them the Spirit. of deep Sleep and 'Y 
lumber. This Conſcience differs from 3 
onſci cience that is healed: For a Con- 
cience that is healed, is very "ſenſible of 
Judgment, and the Wrath of God again} 
dinners, and thę truth of the Threatnings 
ind the Reaſon of its quietneſs 1 iz nde from * 
nbelief, but becauſe: his ſtate is angel, 
nd he is brought to a ſtate of Recon» 
iliation with God. He og that G0 4 
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n hope of Glory. Rom. 2 ts 2. Hen; ; 
mſtifyed by Faith, we aye eace 7 ay _— 
5 have 2 og 10 this Grice "hes n 1 5 2 [ | 
be, and Refoyce in bope of - the) 8 ory of. © 
2. Berween e flxtering Conſeiene;G* mn hive | 
ed Conſcience. Some Men have quietneſ i 
Te Centern from falſe Imaginations 
, hat Sees oe ar Fence ith « 


Either From falle Prindiples; ; 11S . Papi 
and Nualers, and Armimans;''t 


ſüuch things Will bring chem into 2 0 
Peacs, ab will not; Or frbni falls Ap 4 
| henſions that they ate converted, and | b 
Faith and Love. Prov. 30. 13. 22 

| Gehergtion that are pure in their own Eyes; 
are not eee from their Hlibineſr. Th 

| Wounds of their Confbiences are Rinne 14d 

| over; and when they are inlighrned;' Uh 

; 38 will open again; but When g 
ot diende is "healed; Men are not und 
1 Zb . have 3 good Founlatid 
06 r. ef. 2. 1 16. G0 h 

1 re erloſting Confolatii 
3 wade Graoe. Many Menfind 


dug A feen, and à Conſcienſcioh 
pleaſe God, and get conſidera 90 


Vicht ver Temptation, and have ſo 
5 IG oy in the hearing of the Gol 


2875 me fo-they flatter themſelves chat thi 
| . Þicrernels of Peach is paſt. But when C 
Ades ie hes begted, it is from an App plicazzon 


el, vic bade no Ad of its ; healing 
irrue, becauſe they dont believe it to be 
. Heb, 4. 2. . The Word preached. did nit 
** fit them, not being mixed with Faith in thens 
bat beard it. If the Goſpel were not true, 
would be no Foundation of true Peace, 
ind many are at 4 toſs about the truth . 7 
„Their Minds are blinded; 2 Cor. 4. 4. 
The God of this World hath blinded the Minds 
F them That believe not, leſt the Light of the - © 
13 Goſpel of Chrift ſhould eine unte then,; 
They have Obje&ions icon 1 
and don't diſtern the truth of Its! jm ie 
Teſtimony: of God. But in the 
healing their Conſeiences, thy re 
convinced. of the truth of the Gall 1 8 
Chriſt Jeſus is the Son of (a * 1 
Sacrifice has ſatisſied Juſtice, 
fers Merey through him. 
come with a divine Auchoriey. er mud - 
hear the Voice of Chriſt. Chill the | 
revealed by the Father. 1 Thai. 2 ö 
received tha Wurd, as the Word af bc. Jas "= 
5. 25. The Drad\ſhull bear the Voice: "the: Se = 
of | God; and live. | Math. 16. 19. Hel | an 7 
Blu bath wat: revealed it _ 822 8 
al ee eee | | 
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2. H. win, receive theſe Offers. Eris he 
| Duty of Men to receive the Invitation d 
the Goſpel, and that is neceſſary in orie 
to Peace of Conſcience. For if a 72 dont 

receive the Goſpel, the Word ſpeaks: Ter, 
rour to him. Mar. 16. 16. _ that * 
wor (ſhall: be damned. Rom. 2. 8, 9. Torthe 
| that are Contentious, and obey not the Goſpel, 
Aut obey Unrighteou, neſs, God will render In; 
| dignation and Wrath, 2 Theſ. 1. 8. Chrif 
Will come in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance 
ken zie End not God, d that obey not i 
_ "nn e Jeſus Chriſt. If Men do not f 
3 ceive 7 Goſpel, they are not at Peas 
3 with. God. Whatever commendable Quali: 
festen they have, they are not recon- 
a ig God: And f they have not Peace 
FF with Gad, -the cannot have true Peace ol 
| "Conſcience. The. Office of Conſcienceyis 
db echo to. whe Voice of God: Men mulb 
| Rccive Chriſt, Joh. 1.-12. To thens that re- 
oe bim, . gave he Power ito become. the: Song, 
od, That drings them into an eſtat 
A Juſtifcation. Receiving. of Chriſt i ist the: 
Bb ondation."of the Goſpel Covenant T 
. emption of Chriſt brings no Krieg bi 0 

. rothem that dont receite: him. 
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tht * in his ore God Joby ee * i 
he benefits of Chriſt on any Man, they 
uſt come to him. Math. 11. 28. Come to 
xe. all ye that are Weary, ans heavy Laden, 
nd I will give you Reſt. Theſe two Parti- 
ulars always go together: Thoſe that do 

elieve the Goſpel, do always receive 
hriſt: The Mind and Will act in 8 
D ion. | — 
3. He wa [fs that Js doth * The 208 
po hel. Peace of Conſcience riſerh fraga n 
derſtanding of the truth of the 

nd that he himſelf hath oloſed ie, 4 
en .are- capable to. perceive! that- they 

ave received it, and Conſcience' is very 
bſervant at ſuch a time: It is a ching th 5 
e Heart is much concerned about; al 
generally they. do take notice of it, A 
ſerve the very time. Some times be 
an roundly ſpeak up to it. Joh. it 1". 
ord T believe. Others do perceive it, tus 
inder more Uncertainty. The Cons > 1 
nces of Men have a refleting Power; and 3 
bay diſcern.” their own Actions. Sf 3 
diſcerns Unbelief, and :{o:Aeculeth © -- 
ind ir diſceriis Faith; .and-ſo pets Pen TRE 
Men are reer ne e „ 
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tice of the chem that God has made! 


- hem; that they have been perſwaded, an 

E - after Buch Oppoſition, have yielded to th 

| calls of God. When God hach ſaid; Rem 

Age backſliding Children, and I will Heal y 

b. | Backſlidings, they have anfwered;: 
we cbm wnto thee, for thou art the por | 

1 G0. As Jer. 3 „ ng 
2. Q. How Al the Goſpel apply irs b 

W ge: Virtue? © 

KB * A. 1. i — that God hath 170 | 


and accepted him, This is the plain Conch 
ew from the Premiſes. The Goſpel teſti 
| that he that believes is juſtiſied. Al 
Yo. 43. To bim give all the Prophets Mi 2 
! bis Name, whoſoever believeti in ii 

rerei ue the forgiveneſs of Sins. God iin 
Donciled to all believers. God that hag 's 
Wh mority to Pardon Sin, that is the Judges 
| =: *#he World; declares that he will be rec 

5 e and Conſcience affirml 
E L 2 ider de doth believe in Chriſt; > 5 GAY 

makes himſclf ro Chriſt for RefugeioS 

„dine chis is more clear to him: Hes 
4 A fal. 13. 5. I B. ue truſs hat Gon: Win 
RF t ne concludes: int Gay 
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bat Me thet Son, N Silieverh on bien dab 3 
nt him, hath. everlaſting Life, and ſhall =as 
nter into Condemnation, but is paſſed from 
Neath to Lift. So he concludes that God is 
is Father, that his Sins are caſt into the 
lepths of the Sea; that God will-beftow | 
eavenly Bleffedneſs upon him; this Con 
cience echoes to the Voice of God, and 
xronounces him an Heir of Glory; and 
ſo be rejoiceth in 1 of the Glory! 75 9 
+ om. 5. ? £2 94.5341-25 rn: 
| 2. The G Goſpel manifeſts, that #57 gr 
o the Law, that he doth juſtiſ. Former! 
he he wis freadfully-: ſeared Wich che Lal 
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3 5. 56. The Sting af Bebek WS. 
nd the ſtrength of Sin is the: La He | 
Conſiders that the Law muſt be fut 
Math. 5. 18. Nor one jot ar rifle e 
rom the Lu, — 2 0 eue 
the Goſpel gi i 
has ene 
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[ | 9 2 The benefit of the Coe! 


ing made 4 Curſe for Us, Chriſt Jeſus: ſul 11 8 
ed for our Sins. x Cor. 15. 1. Chriſt % 
Joer our Sins, according to the Scriptures. If 
53. 6. He was wounded for our Tranſgreſſu 
and bruiſed for our Iniquities. Hereby d | 
Soul is ſatisfied that God may fave hin 
without any Contradiction to the Rule gf 
Juſtice. All the Challenges of the Law hay 
been anſwered by Chriſt, ſo that now th 
8 Threatnings of the Law are not a TertourW« 
to him. He ſees the Debt i is paid, the A 
Count is cancelied; it is according to'aRuk 
& of Righteouſneſs that he ſhould be * 
E N 7 7 no 10 —— way. 
| iy 8.2 #5 I an 8 3 7 
| I | 2 believeth i 2 ge. R m. 3. 31. Dew 
tes make woid the Law — Faith? Gia 
erk 4, we eftakliſh the Law. e 
d USE. Henet learn the Precioufneſs of 
Goſpel, - The Goſpe is called Glonow 
© Tr is Called the Word. of Gul 
rte. AQ. 20. 32. T commend you to Gol 
4 = "Os 22 f bis Grace. It is called the g 
det God. Heb. 6. c. Have ret 
_ Td nd of God. The Promiſes bit 
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0 Conſciences. The Bala of Judea is coun- 
d precious, becauſe of its healing Virtue. 
the Goſpel is to be prized becauſe of its 
native Power, that it heals the | Wounds 
hat sin has made in the ConſCience- 
here be a great many that hear the Goſ- 
el, that are not healed, but thouſands have 
een healed by it. Every Man that doth re- 
M eire it, is healed thereby, whatever their 
Ml errours were. P 
1 Conſider. Theſe Wound; can't be bealeb 3 
7 other way, Some other things can ſtu. 
ity the Conſcience, and ſkin the Wounds 1 
ver, but nothing but the Goſpe can cure 
em. Mic 6. 6. 7. Mberewith mt Feorte 6. 
ore the Lord, and bow my ſelf b 


the — 
od? Shall 7 come before ff 25 3 £52 4 
erings, or Calves of a Tear Old? Well-tbe: 
Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rains; u 
en thouſands of Rivers of Oyl? Tf Naw 
ould Weep Day and Night, that will nee 
do. If he ſhould give all his Goods te ht 
oor, that will not do. If he ſhould val 58 5 
1 Print, that will not do. Theſe Wounds — J 
0 reject all other Medicines. . n 
Jy the deeds of the Law, ſhall n Hang 
2 Nee 11 | 
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Night and Pay; 4 f he ſhould with Paul 
go Pteaching the Goſpel from Fereſaley 
zound about unto IIlyricum, if he ſh 
oped Eb; ſab be very jealous for the 1 
ab if he ſhould confeſs his Sins wit 
Teas 0 Blood; if he ſhould give his Body 
t be burned, it would not do. The- biting 
of the fiery Serpent could not be healed] 
but by looking to the brazen Serpent. & 
ttzhere is nothing can allay the Venom of 
. —— bouts, but. che Goſpel. Many Men 
any Concluſions, but their Woung 
4 3 Sunk Aud are Cortupt. There is no $ 
3 „ mes in their Fleſh, beeau e of God's A 
Z nor any Reft in their Bones, becauſe of 
their Sins. T heir Bones wax Old through 
' their ;Rearing; dll the Day, and their Mos 
e s tutned imo the drought of 8 
Ne the Virtue of tlie Goſpe pel i is 
ö 507 unte them. Joh. 14. 27. Peace I Fi 
with nou, my Peace I give unto you; Not 6 
21 giveth, give I unto you. He's 
Tie How much more ſhall the 11 of | 
. the eternal Spirit offered, 
ese Jour: eme 7 
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* ces, as are ene ae weak to bear, Thein 
ins are like Ghoſts, gaſhly to behold, hed 
od ſets them in order before Men. Tha 
cach of God is hard co bear: It lies like 
Mountain of Lead upon the Soul; and 
errours take hold of them like Wa 
hen the Arrows of the Almighty: 218 
chin Men, the Poiſon of them drinks ug 
eir Spirits, and they have a dreadful 
ound in their Ears. Job 15. 21. Their 
earts are as heavy as Lead, their 5 
ierce them as with the Eee 
word. The Wrath of God ſcarches Hh 
ire; they are in an amazed Condition 
cher Afflictiens are, hard to bears — 9 
re harder. Men may bear up under other 
orrows, but theſe imk the Prov. - 
4. The Spirit of a Man oan ſuſtains. bis: dc 
rity; but 4 wounded Spirit aubo can on © Fe 
[hey cry out in Diſtreſs. Iſai. 33.09. * 1 


mong 'us can dwell with. devouris 
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et the Goſpel can heal thee -Woun dnp. 
nd turn their Manning. ANN | 
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1 8 The knife of he 0 al 
. now in this World. It is a doleful Thing 
| for theſe rage? Wounds to continue eve 
ral Months; more Doleful for them to con 
| . 'einue; as ſometimes they do, ſome Yea 
But there lies great neceflity upon Men tq 
get theſe Wounds healed quickly, fori 
pay be not healed here, they never wil 
healed. If Men go with the Wound 
out of this World, they will abide for ever 
7 heir Guile will remain for ever, and the 
Wrath of God will be poured out on them 
for ever. What can heal chem in the othet 
World? The Puniſhment that they ſuſtain 
Will not take away their Guilt. They wi 
neyer be able to pay their Debts, and 2 
. elsfy divine Juſtice; for they deſerve ever: 
Alling. Puniſhment; for that they will be 
entenced unto. Math. 25. 41. Depart 
4 55 ed, ing . laſting Fire, And as long 4 
4 er Guilt * eontinues, their Wounds wil 
_ Yea, their Wounds will be filler 
oe Anguiſh then, Conſcience wilt be mig 
_ dre Enfible then, than it is now. W W 
5 158 len have many outwerd Enjoyments tha 
15 25 ? 55 to ſtupify Conſtience:s Now the 
9 . Reaſoping 
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; to the wounded in Spirit. 97 
but in the other World, theſe Wounds will 
be fuller of Anguiſh than now; they wil 
have more Underſtanding then of the great: 
neſs and Majeſty of God; they, will be 
ſtripped out of all their carnal Emeyments; #3 
ney will know and remember all their # 
Sins: They will have Experience of Di- 
ine Vengeance; they will Drink of tie 
Wine of God's Indignation. There will be 
ore Revelations of his Wrath to them, 
& they ſhall be utterly without Hope, and 
ce an impoſſibility of Deliver ce. Mar. { J 
. 44. There the Worm dieth nt. 
4. Theſe Wounds are ſo healed by the Goel, 
bt they ſhall never prove Mortal, The (0 | 
x doth the thing effectually. It is Wm 
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Younds of Conſcience be not healed 
ill iſſue in Ruine; but if the Heal 
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98 Me benefit of the Goſpel 
in God, Joh. 5. 24. They are paſſed from Dea 
Fo Life. Rom. 8. 1. There is no Condemy 
#30n to them that are in Chriſt Feſus. If Con 
ſcience be healed, and acquits from thei 
Guile, their Sins ſhall never be charged ur 
on them, and ſhall never prove a Diſcoy 
ragement to them, ſo as to make them for 
fake Chriſt, nor fall into a way of Unbelie 
2 USE. Of Examination, whether th 
Mounds of your Conſciences have been heal: 
Some Mens Conſciences are more quit 
than they were, There was a time whe! 
vou were mightily terrified ; you could nc 
eſt : D nor Night; your Sins wen 
in org before yon, and the Wrath of G0 
Me to you; the Terrours of the Al 
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[I to the wounded in Spirit. 99 
ea Day, and then how you ſhould weir out 
the Night, and how you ſhould grapple 
with eternal Miſery ; but now the caſe is 
altered, and you are not under ſuch Fears; 
you live quietly and hope to go to Heaven. 
The thoughts of Death are not ſuch a 
Terrour to you as they were: But there 
may be eaſe of Conſcience where there is 
no Healing. Some Mens CafWciences are 
hot healed, but ſtupified. The Wounds af 
ſome Mens Conſciences are only ſæinndd 
ver, not cured. You may know it by this e 
Vhen they are indeed healed, - they ara 
ways healed by the Goſp el. 
It it were by the Goſpel, then you were gens 
vinced that nothing elſe would Heal you, Be- 
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ore Men feel the Efficacy of the Goſpel, 
hey muſt be beaten off from all falſe hopes, 
en may fee that their Hearts ars yer 
ad, and a great deal of Rottenneſs anal + 5 
ypocrily in themſelves, and much of these 
lufficiency of their own Rightechfnefss, 
ſet not be prepared to receive- the offers 
f Chriſt, and depend on his. Righteou: 
es. There be particular. Convictions v 
e wretchedneſs of Megs on Hearts, fon 
onths going, They may ſee more and 4 
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in their Hearts, and yet they not be brough 
out of themſelves. But before they come 
to Chriſt for healing, they muſt be con 
| - vinced of the incurableneſs of their Wounds 
by any other Medicine. If they can hel 
themſelves by Prayers, Deſires, Sorrows 
&þ Inlargements, they will neglect Chriſt 
They will gever come to Chriſt, till the; 
5 elle Extremity. If they can make 
a4 fhift to eaſe their Conſciences with thei 
Priviledges & Performances, they may coun 
terfeit Faith in Chriſt, but theywill negle& 
1 4 Bra They muſt ſee themſelves Dead. Ron 
FJ. 9. Sin revived and I died Their ſtrong 
Holde muſt all be thrown down. 2 Cor. 10.4 
"The weapons of our Warfare are mighty, 10 th 
Feline dom of ſtrong holds. Men muſt be 
empty of themſelves, and all Refuges mul 
8 them, before they will come to Chrif 
2. Tf it were by the Goſpel, it was by th 
ſpiritual Diſcovery of the Grace of God, ani 
. Vi rtue of Chriſt”s Blood. There is a two 
fold common Diſcovery of the Virtue: 0 


5 5 © =brift's Blood: One is from the ſtrex 
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And thus the generality of thoſe. that are 
called Chriſtians, have ſome perſwaſion of 
it. Like them, Joh. 2. 23. Many believed on 
lis Name, when they ſaw the Miracles that he 
did, The other is by more than ordinary 
Illuminations. Some carnal; Men have - 
{uperfictal - Illumination. 57 85 4. St 
* have been inlightned. fall a 
13. 20. They, receive the Word gutt Fo „ but. © 
have not Root in themſelves. This Illumtina- 4 
tion is like a flaſh of Lightning; it affectss 
Men at preſent, but ears off at er A h S2 
But when their Conſciences are healed by 

the Goſpel, they are indeed oonvinged. 4 
There is : ſpiritual Diſcovery: of the 3 j 
ing Virtue of the Blood of Ohriſt- 
ee his Glory, as the Glory of the. only beg 
of the Father, Joh. > 14. So C 111 1 Was M 
yealed in Paul, Gal. 1. 16. God giv 8 the 1 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation. in de ah A 
Knowledge of him. The Blindneſs: Ot: the ; 
Mind muſt be removed before Mei "will 
receive the Goſpel. Men muſt hear S 
calling them, 9 — they will eme g - 
Criſt, And fuch Ne Jp ave:not. an, 
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coveries thereof, whereby they are helped 
to renew their Dependance on the Blood 
of Chriſt. 1 3 ſa 
Fit were by the Goſpel, then the Diſeaſe, 
#: Ab Hearts 7 pale alſo. When the 
oſpel is received, it has not a great pow- 
er over the Conſcience only, but over the 
Heart alſo. As it delivers the Conſcience 
from the guilt of Sin, ſo it delivers the 
5 cm from the power of Sin. It doth no 
Comfort, but it Purifies the Man 
1 WM Goſpel teaches us to deny Ungodiineſs, 
3 and worldly Luft; and to live Soberly, Righs 
.  reouſly and Godly, in this World. 2 Tit. 11. 
2. And wherever the Goſpel is indeed 
1 Feceived, it has a mighty Efficacy to re 
new the. Heart. Thoſe that know then 
N of God, and Excellency of Chritt, 
ate chereby inclined to try Holily. Some 
Net get a falſe Peace by common IIlumi 
nations, and that occaſions ſtrong Affecti 
ons, Sorrow for Sin, delight in n Ordinai 
des, care of their Converſation for atimef 
bur before it be long, their Corruption ü 
_ revive like Snakes in the Spring. Luk 0 
| $5 5 3. For 2 while they believe, and in 2 
33 Zaupteulen thy fe * Pur 9 the 
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to the wounded in Spirit. 103 © 
The Heart is changed; the Man has a Spi- 
it of Love to Gsd; he has ſuch a ſight of 
od and Chriſt, as gives Life to him. 
> Cor. 5. 17. If any Man be in Chriſt Feſus, _ 
e is 4 new Creature: Old things are paſt a= 
yay, and all things are become New, As the 
iht of God and Chrift inclines the Soul 
o truſt in him, ſo to Love and Fear him. 
Joh. 5. 25. The Dead ſhall hear the Voice of the | 
don of God, and live. Z 
3 USE. Of Direction what Courſe ta take, 
hat your Conſciences may be healed. Some. |} 
Men are diſtreſſed by reaſon of the Wounds. 2? 
ff their Conſciences. Prov. 18. 14. A 
wounded Conſcience who can bear? And they, 
are willing to take a great deal of Pains. 
in order to their healing. They would. 
ontented to bear bodily Pains, to p 
with a great deal of Money, if that would, 
effect the thing; to give Thonſandi of Rams, 
Mic. 6. 7. The Papiſts take great Pans, 
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Torment their . Bodies, are at great Ex. 
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pence: And many among our ſelves, Re- 
form their ſinful Carriages that Were dear 
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be n and Supplications, by 


the principal Thing is to receive the Gol. 
pel, and yet the Blood of Chriſt applyed 


to the Soul. It is the Blood of Chriſt that 
Waſhes away Sin. 1 Joh. 1. 7. The Blood of 


Feſus Chriſt the Son of God cleanſes us from 
all Sin. This is the price of our Redemp. 
tion; receive therefore the offers of thy 


Golp el. 


"And i in order to this, 
1. Diſpair of getting a Cure in any other 


E way. There is a great endeavour in Men 
to get ſomething of their own to pacify the 
Anger of God. They are ſenſible. that they 
cannot perform the-Condition of the Co- 


nant of Works: They cannot perfectly 


Yb the Law, yet they hope to get ſomt- 


885 of their own to commend them to 
Soc acceptance. They hope that their 


Sorrow, and their Deſires, nn Affections, 


1d Reformations will moderate the An- 
ger of God, and contribute ſomewhat to 


che pacifying of his Anger. They - think 


, God, can't but delight in thoſe things, 4 1nd, 
x to Angry with them as he was 

, 9 5 ope that their own Obedience « 5 
ee with God, and in ä Ln 
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bre acceptable to God than they were. 

hey go about to eſtabliſh their own Righ- 
ouſneſs ; but you muſt be convinced of the 

anity of this C onfidence; All their ſtrong 

ds muſt be thrown down, that your 3 
ears and Affections will do nothing, that 4 
ey can F incline God to pitty you; you ; 
uſt find by Experience, ſuch Defects and 
orruption in all your Services, and ſuch 
retchedneſs in your Heart, as ſhall make 
evident to you, that you cannot help+ _ ' 
ur ſelf. Your Conſcience muſt ſpeak ass 
od ſpeaks, that it is fair for God e 3 
du off; as. Righteous to reject you, as if 
u had never made a Prayer or ſned a 
ear for your. Sins. That whatever you 
we done, you have laid no bonds on God 
ſave you. That you can do — 
ce God to ſave you; but e e 
lat God's free Diſpoſal. Lou muſt 
at you are without. — Rom. 5 6 
bat God is the Porter, and you are. 7" Maſs 
om. 9. 217. e 
2. Conſider, That it is God. 3 bat ere 
ling to you in the Goſpel. You hear Men 25 1 
viting and encouraging you d Some KEY. 2 
us Chriſt; and you are Fe a this i 
855 As. Men pr Te ſtanding, and 2 
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they do judge in their Hearts that is a fi 
ficient way of Salvation; but you cann 
depend on the Judgment of Men, ti 
will not ſatisfy your Conſcience, th 
Men think there is healing Virtue in t 
Blood of Chrift: But God doth teſtify; 
| it, Dan. 9. 24. Chriſt will finiſh®Tran, il 
* ſion, and make an end of Sins, and make N 

- conciliation for Iniquity. Rev. 5. 9. Th 
Baſt redeemed us to God by thy Blood, An 
be freely offers this unto you, and is real 
to pardon all your Sins through Chr 
* Jeſus. Do but believe that it is God th 
ſpeaks in the Goſpel, and you will f 
E Encouragement enough: Then you wi 
be ſatisfied in the Mercy of God; thi 
Fou will be ſatisfied in the Faithfulneſs| 
che Promiſe; then you will be ſarisfiedi 
the Jufficiency ot: Chriſt's Redemptiod 
And not be afraid to truſt in him. 1 Thi 
2. 13. Te received the Word, not as f 
Mord of Men, but (as it is indeed) the Wal 
|" of God, which effetually worketh in them i 
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he Fourth Sermon. 
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Luke 4. 1 8. 
Preach Deliverance to the Captives: 


ERE is another. Expreſſion: of 5 


for. Where mind, 1. T he Perſons 


ners. They are by the juſt Judgment: ot 


rvice Chriſt was to do for. them. ToPr 
liverance, to Publiſh or F. 1 


He doth not Proclaim that they: are — 
Werd, but hy Praia an "OBE Of... £ f 3 


the Work that Chriſt was anointeÞ Þ 


at he is to be Serviceable to. The Word 1 
ptive is from Capio, to take. They are 
h as are taken in War. Aicbmalotos ss 
m Aichme, Spear or Sword, and Alotds, - 3 
ken in War. This ſets forth the ſtate. ß 


dd, delivered into Satans Hands, & chey 4 
> his Captives. 2 Tim. 2. 26. They are 
ten Captive by him at his Will, 2. What _ 


ice was nor-mecily ol Co. . 7 3 
aptivity, but to Proclaim Peliverance td 
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Deliverance. He declares that there; 


of it upon Terms. 


ꝛboſe that are in ſpiritual Captivity, Delli 
rance to them that are in bodily Captivi 


| 1 Priviledge. As it is more Col 
ly, fo 


| doth not force their Deliverance with 

their Conſent, but he makes a. tender 
 _ Deliverance unto them. They cannot fon 
their Deliverance, neither can they pit 
chaſe their own Deliverance. What ſhi 
Man give in exchange for his Soul? Mal 
186. 26. But God doth freely offer itt 


way of Deliverance, and makes a tend 


DOCTRINE. God offers Deliverance 


is a great Priviledge ; but Deliverance 
them that are in ſpiritual Captivity, is 


it is more Comfortable and Profit 


ble; but this is freely offered by God. | 
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Q. Why are Sinners ſaid to be in ſpiritual | 


mrivity? 
A. Becauſe their Condition is reſembled by 
Condition of Captives. . 
1. They are made to ſerve with Rigour, 
hus the Egyptians dealt with the 1ſraelites, 
od. I. 14. They made their Lives Bitter 
ith hard Bondage, in Morter and in Brick, © 
in all manner of Service in the Field. All 4 
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0 Wc Service wherein they made them ſerve, 
Wes with Rigour. So Satan puts his Cap- 
ec to a great deal of Drudgery. He keeps 


em continually at Work. He hurries them 
om Service to Service. He makes them 
d a great deal of baſe Work, that is bee? 
ath the Dignity of Men. He makes the 
 Idolize the World, and to make "Godsof 5 
er Bellies. Phil. 3. 19. He makes them 
ye, and Steal, and be Prophane. He makes 
any of them to be like the Beaſts that Pers 4 
He drives them ſometimes to do things 1 
at will be a Reproach to them, that 

ey are as the Fools in Iſrael, 2 Sam. 13. 13. 
le makes them to do ſuch things ac un- 
them in this World. Prov. 6. 33. 4 
od and Diſhonour ſhall he grt, and his Re- | 

oath ſhall not be wiped. away.” -He c pes 
em to ol: ſuch Me. AF 48 urrerl . * 5 
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which the Lord ſhall ſend againſt thee, in Ha 
ger, and Thirſt, and Nakedneſs, and in 
ant of all things. So Iſai. 20. 4. So the Ki 
g of Aſſyria ſhall lead the Egyptians Priſont 
and the Ethiopians Captives; Young and (ii 

Naked and Barefoot. Thus theſe Mens Soil 
Are in a ſtarved Condition; they haven 
thing to ſatisfy them; they are like t. 
Prodigal, Luk. 15. 16. He would fain bo 
led bis Belly with the Huſks that the du 
| id eat; but no Man gove unto bin, "Th 
FE 3 Heavenly Manna; they don 
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'Unprofitable, and forces them to do thinlfhc 
that diſpleaſe God, and bring down iq 
Wrath. He hurries them on to do thin 
that Wound their Conſciences. He willy 
allow them time, nor ſuffer them to ſen 
God. Eph. 2. 2, 3. Te walked according 
the Courſe of this World, according to tbe pri 
of the Power of the Air, the Spirit that m 
worketh in the Children of Diſobedience, | 
mong en we had 5 in tim 
paſt, in the Luſts of the Fleſh, ful filling 
— th the Fleſh, and of wag Farg 570 
2. They are miſerably provided for. Som 
times it is ſo with Captives among Ma 
Deut. 28. 48. Thou ſhalt ſerve thine Enemit 
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hey have not that which is Meat indeed, | 
d Drink indeed. They have inſatiable De- 
es after Happineſs; but they have. no- - 


ing to live upon, but that which is Courſe, 

d Bitter, and Unſatisfying. They hae 
eſires after Satisfaction, but cannot find | 
They are kept in an * and Star- 

d Condition. While other Men are en- 
tained in God's Chambers, they are kept 

t of Doors. They come into the Meet= . 
g-houſe, but not into the Chambers of 
ommunion; and their Souls are miſera- 

ö Cloathed, while others are Cloathed 

th change of Raiment, and their Beaut) 

Perfect through that Comlineſs which 

od hath put upon them, and are adorn- 
wich the Robes of Chriſt's Righteouſs 
ls. Theſe poor Captives have nothing 

It rotten Rags to cover them, while their 

dies are finely adorned, their Souls ars. 

aked and Filthy: They ar are e n 1 

neſs f is as filthy Rags. | — Y 
3. Satan is leading them to his own „ 
tes. That is the manner of Ken "i 

hen they have taken Captives, to leck 

em away to their own: Country. So 2 4 4 

- od Was dealt with. N 52. 1 2 oF Y 
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5 Ring of Babylon bound bir with Chains, of 
carryed him to Babylon, Thus Satan is de. 
ing with theſe Men. The Divel himſelf: 
caſt into Hell. 2 Pet. 2. 4. God ſpared ih 
" the Angels that Sinned, but caſt them down 
Hell. And though they be ſuffered co Ran 
ble about the Earth, yet Hell is the 
Home; and thither it is that they are lea 
ing their Captives. The Divel is leadiy 
them in thoſe Paths that go down to I 
ſtruction. 1 Joh. 3. 8. He that committeth $ 
ig of the Divel. He leads them on nth 
Practice of Iniquity, which is the very ui 
to Hell. He leads ſome in the way of Pn 
plhaneſs, others in the way of Voluptuag 
» _ meſs, others in a way of Pride and Worllf 
| lineſfs, till he brings them down to Hd | 
. The Divel deceives them, Rev. 20. 10. 
dleſtroys them, Rev. 9. 11. And he is buſh 
| -endeavouring to hinder them from gettiſ 
K of this way. When they hear the Worl 
he is careful to take it away. Math. 13:19 
Nen comerh the wicked One, and cate 
gay. that which was ſown in his 122 
mightily oppoſeth their Conze inn 
i ſmewing them the e Glory: of: EY 
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bis World bath blinded the Eyes of then that |. 3 
believe not, beſt the light of 10 glorious G E 
bel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God » ſhould _ 
ſhine unto them. 2 
2 Q. What is it that is offered to theſs | 
a oe | . 
A. Not a Mitigation off the Exiremiiy "of" © 
heir Captivity, but Deliveraute. It is a 1 _ 
y to poor Captives, to have ſome Pit 7 
ewed them in their Bondage. PſaL 106. 
16. He made them to be pitied-o 'all-thoſe that | 
urried them Captive. And in Sd there s 
me difference among thoſe, that are Sa i 
an's Captives. Some are made to do a“ 
undance more Drudgery than others: 
hey are made to blaſt their Names, Aut 
ound their Conſciences more than ottions,.. - 
nd they go along“ faſter in the way 
Deſtruction than others: But che thing 
at God offers to Men in the Goſpel, x 
ot a Mitigation of; but Deliverance 1 < "mM E 2M 
aptivity. Chriſt Jeſus 3 is raiſed up tobe a 
Jeliverer, to be a Saviour, and he d doth. _ 
liver Men. His Work is to deliver chem, 3 
ſho through fear of Deathz were allther 
ife· time ſubject to Bondage ee TS: 
nd this is that Which is offered ir th 8 
0 * He aer; o . them HH 
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8 ban were Ag. to PR 3 fi 9. 
| the power of Satan. Act. 26. 18 popes 
=O bem from Darkneſs to Light, and from th 
Wo power of Satan unto God. To deliver then 
= from the power of Darkneſs, Col. 1. 13. He 
| offers to fet at Liberty, thoſe that were in 
Bondage. 
1 He doth not offer Deliverance Berufe 
only, but preſent Deliverance. God offers th 
| Glory! — to Sinners in the Goſj 
| Hut this is not to be enjoyed at preſen, 
hut they muſt go through ſeveral Calani 
ties before they come thither. 1 Pet. 5. 10 
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e has called you to his Eternal Kings 
= and Glory after ye have ſuffered a while.” he 
may have ſome fore-raſts of it now, hu 
they muſt not enjoy it till they Die. Bit 
1 Ses is z preſent Deliverance 1 i 
* gd is effectually called, is the Lord's. 
Ma. 1 Cor. 7.22. Satan's ates. 
immediately taken away. The Man is d 
——_— from ſervitude to Satan. 1 Joh. 5.16 
3 . bat it begotten of God, keepeth bimſiſ 
d "Phat "Wicked One roucherh him not. . 
Del may hurry him into ſome I 
Mens, but his. ordſhip is tak 45 af 
* age wal S in bi” « way of | | 
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tan is caſt out, and the Man is made an 
Heir of Heaven, and God is leading him 
in the way to Glory. Rom. 6. 22. Te have 
our Fruit unto Holineſs, and the End ever- 
fing L. 
2. He don't offer Deliverance for the preſent 
mly, but Eternal Deliverance. Men that are 
delivered out of Captivity here, may after 
a while go into Captivity again, and be in 
as ſad a Condition as before; but this De= 
iverance is Eternal. When once they are 
delivered, they are never brought into ſuch } 
2 Captivity again. Paul ſays indeed, that 
be Law in his Members brought bim into, 
Captivity. Rom. 7. 23. The meaning is, 
hat Sin did get ſome Advantage 3 2 of 
Tyrannize over him a while, that he was 
t times like a Captive ; but not as he, | 1 
as before in his natural Condition. He 


# 


ever was a Servant to Sin any more. Eh Þ 
Direl may try to recover his Dominion: 'Y 


e acts Craftily, and makes many Aſfaults, 
nd brings the Heart into bad N 
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reſtrained * by God, and all ſuch Perſons 
are kept by the power of God, rbrough Faith 
anto Salvation. 1 Pet. 1.5. 
3 Q. On what Terms doth God offer Di 
9 .  Tiverance from this Captivity? _ 
1 A. x. Not upon the Condition of their lay- 
"ang down the Price of their Deliverance, We 
can t lay down any Price of our Redemp- 
tion. Money will not Redeem us, if it 
mould be laid out in Works of Piety or 
Charity. Math. 16. 26. What ſhall a Mas 
Sve in Exchange for his Soul? Men have no 
Works to Redeem them; all the Works 
chat they do before their Deliverance, are 
FJ They run in Debt, and don't pay 
their Debts thereby, until they are deli 
_ "ered, They are by all that they do, Pur⸗ 
e Damnation, and not Salvation, 
They are ſaid to have ao Money, Iſai. 55. 
E Nothing chat will paſs in Heaven, a8 Mot 
er the Eartn. 
3 AAN #pon: Condition of their Recep 
N 00 fer # afterwards. When he delivers Meas 
4 7 he 1 that 3 thould — God ju in k 
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ivity, are ready to promile, That if. Gol. 4 
ill deliver them, they will be very Obe- 
lient, and ſhew. forth his Praiſe: But God 
don't regard their Promiſes, nor deliver 
them becauſe they Sn fairly. He ex- 
pets no Reward them; as in that 
aſe. Iſai. 45. 13. He ſhall let go my Cap- 
tives, not for Price nor Reward, ſaith the Lord 
ef Hoſts. God requires Obedience as.a na- | 
tural Debt, and likewiſe in a way 
Thankfullneſs for their Deliverance, . 2 4 
a4 in a way of Recompence. - „ 9 
. But on Condition of accepting it as 2 3 
2 Gift through Chriſt. Deliverance. is F 3 
free Gift as to us, but Chriſt, hath - iS 3 3 
chaſed it. Rom. 6. 23. The G. 7700 15 + 
Eternal Life, through. Chrift #7 our Lord, © 
And we muſt accept it as b. The In- 
vitation is, to come and take the Pater 0 2 ire 
freely. Rev. 22. 17. And we muſt ran 
it is offered; we muſt make na Alk ration 4 
in the Terms: God will have his g E A: 
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Gelieve 3 in "God, Heb: 7. 25. He is able fo ſan 
them to the uttermoſt, who come unto God by 
bim. We muſt depend on the Grace of 
God, as the moving Cauſe, but on the 
Blood and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; 
as the meritorious. Cauſe of our Sah. 
tion. 

4 Q. To what purpoſe is this offer wade 
Sinners, ſeeing they have not Power to accept 
of it * ? Joh. 6. 44. No Man can come unto my 
except the Father that ſent me draw bim. 
A. 1. It 5s uo ways fit that Salvation foul ö 
be forced o on them without their acceptance. In 
c way they ut a great deal of Honour 

pon God: They Honour the Grace dl 
God, and his Faithfullneſs; and his Autho! 
A Rom. 4. 20. Abraham was ſtrong i 
* b,gi giving "Glory to God. It is a Teltimo- 
+ and a practical Acknowledg- 
enz 5 his Attributes; and in this way 
- they, put a great deal of Honour u 
Shut It is a Confeſſion that he is the 
Son of God, and the only Mediatour be- 
teen God and Man; of the, Soo 
and Having Virtue of his Dea 


=" Tc manifeſts that the e 
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52 Foundation for a great deal of Com 
ort. God is bound now b} Covenant to 
eftow Salvation, and they are ſecured from 
\poftacy : That they hall never fall into 
a ſtate of Condemnation. Joh. 5. 24. He 
* ſeeth the Son, and believeth on bim thas 
ſent him, hath Eternal Life, and ſhall not en- 
ter into Condemnation, The Heirs of Pro- 
miſe hereby have ftrong Conſolation. #3 
2. They can do a great deal in order to their 
accepting of Deliverance. They can Pray ear- 
neſtly for it. Prov. 2. 3. They can cry — 4 
Wiſdom, and lift up their Voites for Under= * 


anding God ſaith concerning Paul, Be- 
hold he Prayetbh. Act. 9. 11. The 7 can Res 3 
form their Lives, and leave off the 'Evil © -* 
Practices that they have been addicted uns 
to. So they are directed ro forſake their ue 
Ifai. 55. J. They can addic; theniſelves: e 2 
WH ways of Obedience, duties of ict 1 
Charity, and Juſtice. They can teh Diff, 
couragements, and diſcern that were ß no 3 
ſuficient Foundation for chem; They: ara 7 
able to examine their Hearts, and d dif- 
cern the: Falſeneſs 25 thoſe n that 
they: 9 Golly: Ee kr hk ove. and, · 
Faith; 
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Pride and Stubbornneſs of their Heart 
They are able alſo to: juſtify God, 
under a ſenſe of their own kae 
wait upon God for his Mercy. 
4 +2; . Wi hey they do what they can, God gen ene 
1 makes the offers Powerful. When they 
Are prepared, God's manner is to open their 
Eyes. When they. have gone as far as they 
can, -God's manner is to- put Strength in 
ö them, and he will accompany the Goſpe 
|, with a Divine Power. The Goſpel dotb be. 
vome bis-Power wnto  Saluation, Rom. I. 16. 
| He teaches them in that ny and makes 
E them to come to Chriſt. Joh. 6. 45. Ev 
cen that: beareth. and leameth of the Fathey 
Sonic unto me. In this wayt God is Breath 
into ſome the: Breath of Life. Theſe 
4 rs of tlie Badge a are not in vain; _ 
= wn” 3 
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iſerable Famiſhed Life, they are deſtitute 
f thoſe Spiritual Comforts that the Na- 
re of Man craves. They are very much 
Yebaſed, they live in ſuch a way as is 
eneath the Dign of Mankind. They 
dure abundance of Sorrows, and Wounds 
their Conſciences. They are expoſed 
nto great Dangers: God pities them in 
his Condition, and offers Deliverance to 
hem, when none elſe could do it. He is 
aking a gracious Offer unto them. You ' 4, 4 
re utterly incapable to deliver JOEY FI I 
ou have no ſufficiency to procure ! your 
"wn Liberty. Some that have been Cap- 
ves to Men, have got their Liberty: by 
Running; ſome by being Victorious over - 
hem; ſome by promiſing Money for 2 
F edemption, but you are under an utter 
ncapacity to procure your 'own:Liberyz © 
ou muſt continue for ever in 2 miſerable 
.ondition, if God do not fet vou at Li- 
derty : And in this Extremity God 
Deliverance to you. It — fo . 
ſtrange, if your Deliverance woukk be-any. - 
Advantage to God, but he gains nothing 
by it. It is. indeed for his Honour:td 1 = 9 
and ſo it would. Le for his Ho+ 
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10 
But it is no profit to him, he is Bleſſed f, 
ever, whatever becomes of you. Yet bi 
is freely offering Deliverance to you. 
1. This is offered to you, though you brough 
Jour ſelf into this Condition by your Rebelia 
Many Men that are in Captivity, aret 
be pityed under that Conſideration, I 
it was not their fault that they are Cay, 
tives: It was not from any Perverſneſs ( 
Indiſcretion of theirs, that they are i 
ſuch a Condition, but your Captivity i 
the fruit of your Rebellion. Man was mad 
in an eſtate of Freedom, but we caſt ow 
ſelves into this Bondage by breaking Godi 
” - Law. We might have lived happily if wi 
would have obeyed, but ventured for the 
fake of the Forbidden Fruit, to go abreaſ 


m againſt God's Law, and plunged our ſelve 


int this Miſery. Rom. 3. 23. Man li 
Sinned, and fallen ſhort of the Glory of Gul 
Sad might have ſaid, Seeing they would bt 
E  Adiſerabile, let them he Miſerable ; They ſhould 
aue known when they were well; their Mi 
Fer is; n more than they deſerve, Seeing fh 

wauls ſerve the Divel, let them be bit Bod: 
Nen, Jer them find by Experience, thei fruit 
vr own Folly. But ſuch 3s his Mercy, 
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el tothe wounded, 1 Spirit. * 23 N 
g 4 vs, as Hoſ. 13. 9. Thou haſt deftrojed thy = 
bi in me is thy Help, 4 

2. Though it has coſt him much to obs: A 
j Offer The generality of the great Works 
God have not been coſtly to him. When 
was to make the World, he ſpake and 
ey were Created; he Commanded and 
ey ſtood faſt; but our Deliverance was 
ty. 1 Cor. 6. 20. We are bought with'a 
rice, Men are willing to Redeem others 
ut of Captivity, if they can have it for a 
oderate Sum; but this Deliverance coſt 
he Blood of the Son of God. In order to 
the Son of God muſt take our Natikes = 
hat was great Condeſcention; he ſtooped == 
ery low, to take a Nature made out of - 5 
he Duſt; and in this Nature he ſuffered - | 
he Curſe of the Law. It would have ben 
great Miſery for us to have ſuffered it 
urſe of the Law; and it was a great . — 
els for the Son of God to ſuffer che i 
or us. Though the Divine Nature did 
ot ſuffer, yet it was God that“ "{rifereds 1 
Act. 20. 28. God bath pure ha ſed. il EU 2 
it bit on Blood. If that Nathre ha not RE 
Ween taken into Union with the Son ox 
0 dit would not have been 57 love for -|- - 
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; 3 | Wniced to the Son- of God, it was unſpea 


able Love for God to deliver it to Deaf 
Rom. 5. 8. God commendeth his Love 

| Wards us, in that while we were yet Sim 
25 died ſor us. God was at great Expen 
* our Deliverance. 

3. He offered this to you before you a 
e Some Men would think it time 
nough to offer Men Liberty when the 
are ſought to, and would make that: 
Objection, that Men never asked them fo 
ſuch a Favour; but he has prevented yo 
he did not wait to ſee whether, you woul 
fall before him upon your Knees, and wit 


Tears in your Eyes beg Deliverafice« 


- Him but he laid the Foundation of this De 
© Hverance before you were Born; ſent hi 
Son to Die for you, many Ages beſon 


* Jon came into the World, and in early 


21 e Deliverance to you beſo 
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er — of a any flick ae, wh ſnd 
e Goſpel to you. you have no Occaſion 
ſay, Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven ¶ to 
ing Chriſt down from above) or who.ſhall de- 
nd into the Deep? But the Word is nigh 
e, in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart. Rom. 
b. 6, 7, 8. God has brought the Goſpel 
your Doors. 
4 He offers this to you; fie. many Refs, 
1. You have been greatly Guilty, in 
owing on the offers of the Goſpel. ou 
e been like the Deaf Adder. God has, 


led and ſet many Arguments before Jus 2 1 


d after time of Conſideration, has re- 


3 his offers; but you have: joke | 
m. Prov. 1. 24. I have cabed; 2 as 4 
ve br rf I ſtretched out my Havd,'d unk 
ey have not regarded. Lou have delayed HI 
im, you have denyed him, you have „ I 
onted him; yet he perſiſts to mare b 


fer till. He ſtands at the Door and 1 
er. 3. 20. He might have bid 2 71 
ould have known when they er 11 
let them learn by their Suffer 

| to deſpiſe ſuch Grace, This 1 

be tram pled on, fe ng the 

4 them lere Be . 


<= 


end to know who hath not accepted; by 
Ff wei be not better than the Fews, fri 
| have accepted. Chriſt Complains of thi 
5 2 Joh. C. 40. 7 E will not come to me, that 
dun baue Life. Luk. 14. 18. They al ui 
| * dne Conſent began to make Excuſe. And the 

: be many Evidences againſt ſome Men, ir 1 


Bets * 
ada 8 L 
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4 Toe © 


| Servitude and ai 't. What could I ſay m 


] offering Deliverance. After ſo long a tin 
be is ſaying, To Day while it is called tody 


rept the offer of Deliverance. Accepting t 


* l . 7 


ie might well expect that you ſhould 40 
Dept it with Thankfullneſs. Chriſt. mah 
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to you. He „ WH aid, It is in vs 
ꝛ0 call upon them; they are in love with thy 


tl 


than I bade, ſaid? They are ſtubborn wil 
Creatures, I'll wait no longer on them, f 
Kingdom "ſral be taken from them. But ng 
withſtanding all Provocations, he is ft 


barden not your Hearts. 


2 USE. Of Reproof to thoſe that Jon t 
offer is a. ſecret Thing, and I dont pr 


:don't accept. Truly it is a very grel 
ont to God, that you don't 7055 


Fear Complaint. of them, Mat 2 7:4 
Tags have. — thy Chillren * | x. he 
. ber . under 
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1. In ne it is PTR 3 are mot . 
the Miſery that Satan is leading them unto, 
me Men are not much afraid of Dam- 
tion. They have cauſe to be afraid; mul- 

tudes of ſuch as they, are gone to "Hell, 
he Sinners of the Old World are there; 
ey were Diſobedient in the Days of No- 
„ and now their Spirits are in Priſon, 1 Pet. 
19. 20. God threatens them with Dams 
ition. The Chaff ſhall be burnt up with un- 


enchable Fire. Math, 3. 12. Many others 
ive been afraid. Iſai. 33. 14: Sinner im | 


im are afraid, Trembling tales bold. Hy- ES 
crites, The Divels are afraid. Jam. 2. x98 
he Divels believe and Tremble, It is adread- 

| Thing to looſe Heaven, ànd all tha 
500d of that, and endure the: Pains of 
ſell. It is ſtrange that Men that canr 


ar the Aking of a tooth, make light: e 1 | 


ding to Hell: But many through Achs“ * 1 4 
m and Flattery, are not afraid, and i. 1 
ey don't refard the offers of D rance, 92 : A 
t are caſting 8 8 ipt v 
Ic e Grace of God. 
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| HA like A a Eyer Try hs as thy 
Jer. 2. 25. I have loved Strangers, and 
them Iwill go. They have little Reaſon 
bs fond of their Service; tis baſe and ly 
beneath Rational Creatures. They do hy 
reave their Souls of Comfort: It Wound 
their Conſciences; it expoſes them 
Wrath. They might live Pleaſantly, ai 
+  Honourably, and fo as is agreeable 
| -Conlcience. The benefit of ſerving Gol 
very great. Pſal. 19. 11. In keeping: thy Cn 
mandments is great Reward. But they doi 
know how to part with their Sins; the 
e bewitched with the World, and -the 
E Life is bound up in Carnal Enjoynien t 
and they are not willing to be delivere 
chey are naturallized to their Sins, and 
6: 8 like De⸗ J.. 
3 * ſome, it is from their not belixvi 
$ at God will deliver them.. Some cry fa 
_ Deliverance, but don't accept the -Offe 
We They are Fearful and Unbelieving. RA 
| | . 8. They ſcare themſelves, becauſe ofthf 
Anger of God; : they ſcare themſelves; Sa 
3 ED the 3 of the No 


led to Sinners, 

re themſelves on Christ; 

heir Hearts were better; and bey could. 
zleed freely for their Sins, and had amore 
errent Spirit of Lore to. 30d, his 
ould be —— 

ould be more inclinablk 

them: But as they- art 

cept, they think it 

jon; without all 'Reaſon, 

ueſtion the Word o 

ink God's Word ſhould ſatis y 

2. 6. The Words of the Lord ar 

ut they dare not depend upe 

hey doubt that we don't 

eaning of it, and that it is cc 

ood with ſome tions th 

ot aware of. 

3 USE. Of. Exhortation to : 

rcepted this Offer, Rejoice i in this" 

ar God has beſtowed on 

ived and do receive the Of 

th done according to wh 


1. Ton are delivered” 
2 Hei is 


of Iſrael. Yer you are not his RE | 
Dominion is taken away, and he is 
Reſtraint, and cannot Govern you 1 hy 
did. It is a dreadful Thing to be a Slavg 
to Satan, Thus it is with all dent 
Men; they are the Seed of the Serpe 
they are the Children of the wicked C On 
Math. 13. 38. The Tares are the Children of 
|. the wicked One; they are of their Father th 
Pivel, and bis Luſts they will do, Joh. 8. 4, 
But you have changed” Maſters, and nou 
fer the living God. You are now dely 
eredifrom the; power of Darkneſs, and 1 
im Satan umto God. Act. 26. 18. And d 
maintain a Warfare againſt the power d 
Narkneſs. Eph. 6. 12. We wreſtle not again) 
3 Bleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalitits, 4 
gainſt Powers, againſ the Rulers of the Darth 
3 net of vhis " World , againſt S piritual. WIG 
£ 3 4 in High Places. 
24. Tos are well provided for. Many! Ma 
* [ſwing 'nothing to Refreſh their Henn 
r 8 they are in a ſtarved 
dnionz they are Pining for want: of 
ti fg but the Caſe is altered with 
C 8 Hater Avg ce hay Fe, 42 


nt; 


701 


hi reer to your Ta | Dr > Cant. 2. 3. God has. 


nade ſatisfying Proviſion, and you are at 

imes feeding on that. The Fleſh of Chriſt 4 
Meat indeed, and his Blood i is Drink in- 4 I 
ed; and you have a great deal of Com- 
ort 'in that. And 8 of other Men have 


ng jothing-to cover them but the rotten 3 
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Wi cheir own Righteouſneſs, your Sc 
cautitied and adorned with 
hriſt's Righteouſneſs; and Ari 
ays of you, as Cant. 4. 7. Thou 2 
Love, there is no $506 in thee. 


ys of you, Ezek. 16. 14. T. 


E throu h my Comlineſs which 


aith the Lord God. 
„Gad! is leading you unto Glory, You 
nthis ſide Heaven, and have many Ten 
ations, but your Salvation is ſect F 
dod is conducting you to Glory * 
cout fail bring you thither. The G 
Heaven is very great; it will bring Sa 5 
faction; it exceeds all the Glory 5 
orld, more than the Light 01 
th. che Light of Rin” 
will not ſuffer you to yl 
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f Sight to the Blind 


rg 
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23 


ndnefs, which ariſeth 
hen Men are not'a 


5 
x. 


SAX ws 2 
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nun ometimes they capnot ſee from the want 
f Light, or from che iind, ae f Toons 
Ypake Body; But Blindneſs. riſe 
dme Default in the Body. 2. A 
Bindacſs, when Men cannot ſee God, or 
ny Spiritual Thing. Thus it is with Un. 
zodly Men. 3. Epiſt. Joh. 11. He that doth 
Evil, hath not ſeen God. Rev. 3. 
rt Poor, and * and e 


if Satan, 2 Com. 4. 4 4 7 be God 
bath blinded the Minds of them 
ut. 2. What he. was to Preach 


over) of Sight. Adams had Spiri 

tanding, but we have loſt it, 

dur Sight recovered. Q. * 

preach the Recovery of Si ht?, He W 
ot properly to offer it to t m, chow 


ho! © 7 
2 8 8 a 
©1004 —— — —ůZ(— — ' 
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e offers further degrees of . 
People. Rev, 3.18. I Counſel rhee.to: 
old tried in the Fire, white Rae 
mnt thy Eyes with E e-ſalve, 
ee, Yet he muſt ſee, 


1 34 eb 


That there is an Or ity © Have i 
Sight recovered: They were under and 
vantage to have their Eyes opened. #1! 
DOCTRINE. They that live under 
| Preaching of the Goſpel, have an of 
10 ba ve their E yes opened. It 1s © ©: of ti 
ear Miſeries of Mankind, that they": : 
. and it is a great Priviled ge 1— 
cover their Sight. There is opporti 
{Fo this, by. the Preaching of the © Goſp be 
| Thoſe that live in Heatheniſh Darknel 
8 no opportunity to have their 0 
xened. They that belong to the viſt a 
ingdom of Darkneſs, do alſo belo 
175 Inviſible Kingdom of Darkneſß, |; 1 
they that have the Light of the 
fe among them, have an o portun 
r ter Eyes opened. All that'lng 
3 inder the Preaching: of the Goſpel, hay 
| I Hot the like opportunity, In Chris tim 
1 ey had a greater opportunity than 
. The more clearly and powerfully! 
Ußhe, the greater is the' opportui 
Here it is taught, there is an 175 
ppte are under an Advantage" 
es opened. Act. 26. 15. Trend 
eir Bade urn theyn | om Dares 
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re Demonſtration. 1. They 1855 ths - 
Truths revealed to them, that x ay fer . 
tual }J 


Where the Goſpel is Preached, put 
ruths are House to Light. AR. II, 14. 
al tell thee Words, whereby thou and all 
by Houſe ſhall be ſaved. God and Chriſt,, 
nd the way of Salvation are mie known J 
y the Goſpel. - 2 Tim. 1, 1, He 'bath 4 
brought Life and Immortality by the Goſpel s 
igbt. The Golveltaches thoſe Spirirual 1 
Doctrines that are neceſſary to Sabana, © 
here is a clear Explication of the Proper 
ties of God's Nature, of the loft Eftate of © 
Man, of the Work of Redemption by Chriſt: 
is Perſon, Offices, his Humiliation, 
and his Exaltätion, and of the Covenant. 0 
if Gfäce, and the Condition of Salyari N. 4 4 
Cor. 2. 10. God bath revealed them umti Lok 5 2 
7 bis Spirit. Yea, theſe Things are. not 
rely told, but there is a great -deal of - = 
Erideate and Demonſtration of them 4 
that hereby Men come to have A. Litera 9 
Knowledge of them, even of Al th 2 
that are teal to Salvation. 2 Tim. 3. 15. 
The Hey 1 are 22 I 3 thee =] 
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1 136 He be 
This is one great Help: ed 

| they ſhould ſee, is. fairly preſenced _ 
| them inthe Goſpel. _ "Ws 7 
22. They have a Convittion ſet h 

* E they are Blind. In the Goſpel; 
is a Declaration of Man's Blindne&. 'Fhe 
| is a Divine Teſtimony that Men are Blind 
Men naturally are Ignorant of it, but Go 
gives Witneſs to it. Eph. 4. 18. Har 
| "their Underſtandings darkned, being Fr rs 
F from the Life of God, through the Ignoranc 
EF - that is in them, becauſe of the Blindneſs q | 
| their Heart. Beſides, there they may learn 
* how they come co be Blind, that by ths 
E fall of Adam, their whole Nature is Cor. 
 rbpted; Rom. 3. 23. Man has Sinned, ank 
5 fallen ſport of the Glory of God. And af | 
3 3 Will is depraved, ſo the Mind likewiſe 
It is made Evident alſo from hence, tha 
. God- has made great Proviſion that wel 
1 recover our Sight. He has made it the! 


rſtanding to us. Iſai. 49. 6. Fi 
"ther alſo to be a Light unto the Gentile 
3 ES For Tudgment came I n 

that 3 that ſee not, FO 6. FX 
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fo He 3 us, Thar they that know 
im, will truſt in him, love and obey him; 
nd that they that do live otherwiſe, do 
ot Know him. He that faith, I know him; 
1 heepeth not bis C ommandments, is a Lyar, 
d the Truth is not in him. And hereby 
e ſhes us our Blindneſs, . in revealing 

that our Reaſon and Conſciences 
al ust be ſo. And yet we cannot ſee 
or believe them. There: is ſuch Evidence, 
hat we muſt ſay, it can't be otherwiſe: 
ind yet we are not able to give Enter- 
zinment to them. We are ſilenced, ve 
ot. convinced. e 


3. They are directed what to Fe that: A 

ay fee. We are taught, that we muſt Pra £8 I 
o God to open our Eyes. A ſeeing By: I E 
nd an hearing Ear, the Lord. is che mal i 
f them both. Men are ready to th - By 
hat they ſhall get the Knowledge of N I 
nd Chriſt, by improving - — Latural 4 3 
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Gods Work to give Underkandiag | 
1. 17. That God would give you the Spi 
Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowlell 
bim. Again we are directed to wait 
| the Preaching of the Word, To wair il 
| Gates of Wiſdom, Prov, 8. 34. So we 
taught, Rom. 10. 17. Faith comes by 
ing, and Hearing by the Word of G 
are directed alſo to ſubmit to the He 
reignty of God. It is plainly told ui 
God hath Mercy on whom he will bevel Mercy 
Rom. 9. 15. He is not bound to a 1 5 
ticular Perſon; he is at liberty eit wet ' 
W leave them to Blindneſs, or to open heit 
Eyes. They can bring God under no ng 
. IT to give Light to them: And nccon 


mm 
— 
— 


it is their Duty to ſubmit to by 
derer Pleaſure. 5 
1 Tbey are under an Indefinite Promilz 
ot = their Eyes opened. After all, this 
beedful, that God ſhould convince Mend 
the certainty of Spiritual Things; and 6 
das made Promiſes of that. He is not uf 
der Engagement to particular b 
e hath - promiſed that Chriſt hall d 
. Tir ee Gentiles. Iſa. 49. 6. That 15k 
3 T7 | / Light. S0- he has ey it Mi 


0 the rn —_— 13 9 


20. Teach them to obhſerde all things that 
ave Commanded, and lo, I. am with you ala 
y to the end of ibe World; Joh. 16. 8. The 
mforter ſhall convince the World of Sin, of 
ohteouſneſs, and of Fudgment. Act. 26. 175 
I ſend' thee to open the Blind Eyes, to turn 
m from Darkneſs. to Ligbt. Yea,” he has 
omiſed this Mercy to his Church. Joh. 
45. All thy Children ſhall be taught of the 
ord, Heb. 8. 10, 11. This ſhews, that he 
engaged to beſtow this Mercy up 
Number, where he doth' ſec-up his ie 
ances; and accordingly it is the maimes | 
ff God, to give Spiritual Light and un- 
oh to ſome; and this ſhews; that 
hey that live under the means of S 
ave an opportunity of recovering the 
Sight. They are under an hopeful A, I 
age to enjoy this Mercy... 
1 USE. Of Reproof r theſ that dow. im. 
move this Opportunity, It is great Foſſy, nb 
o improve Opportunities. It is che Wiſdot 
1 Men to watch for Opportunities x KR 
0 33. The Men did diligently 1 Dee 
5 any thin would come from bim, ed 44 = 
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ferry of Men hereafter, that they had glor 
ous Opportunities, but did not. -1mpro\ 
them. Other parts of their Puniſhment wil 


I. Dey that don't cry to God to open thi 
Does. Some Men for Form-ſake, put up 
uch Requeſts to God; but they don't.cy 


Repented not. A Seaſon for Worldly Adv 
neſs and Sloth. Opportunities for Peace 


So Opportunities to get Spiritual Wiſdon 


will bewail the loſs of them, and cry oi 
of their Madneſs in not improving them 


8 * n " * * * 5 FR N * * : 25 * ä 
{ Wy J 4 N FIBRE Ads 2 * 22 8 2 3s * * SS. . N 
r 2 ; * 9 5 . ©, SEX "+. 
4 * : : ” ? ; 8 g W <4 3 _ g 5 
"ON * g N 4 
* 6 
J * FF 4 5 3 
- I Y 4 . £ 
1 ö p < | 4 
* 7 


town, | when be bath no Heart to it? It w. 
Fevebel's fault that ſhe neglected it. Re 
3. 21. I gave her 4 ſpace to Repent, and 
tages ſhould not be loſt through Careleſ 
and Health, and Liberty ſhould not be ſoſ 
and Underſtanding. Thoſe that don't in 


= them, are Adverſaries to themſelyeg 
They don't conſult their own Good: Thy 


That will be one Aggravation of the M. 


he tlie greater, and the Reproaches of Con 
ſcience will be the more. 
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the wounded in Spirit. 1411 
irreth up himſelf to take bold of thee. Theſe 
de erſons may thank themſelves, if they re- 
ain in Darkneſs. God may well ſay, If 
ight be not worth Praying for in their Eſteem, 
t them go without it, Theſe Men are un- 
nſible of their Miſery: If they were Sens _ 
ble, they would cry. Earneſtly to God, as 
e, Lük. 18. 38. He cryed, ſaying, Feſus, |} 
hou Son of David, bade Mercy on me. Theſs | 
en have not only Blind Minds, but hark 
earts. They are under the power of # - } 


. > 
hy 
& * * 
44 
+ 
_— 
- N 7 


tupid and inſenſible Spirit. They have not 


only a great deal of Blindneſs, but the 4 
ave contracted a great deal of Blindneſs: - } 


Blind, and that is a greater Miſery... ” : 
2. Such as will not be convinced of their ow 
Blindneſs, It may be, they do pra 
V open their Eyes; but they are not cor 
E cd how Blind they de. They are: 
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. 9 
_ thar they muſt become Fools, that they n 
Wiſe; 1 Cor. 3. 18. But they ſay a 
Y. 40. Are we Blind alſo? They are 80 
Fonvinced that they are totally Blind; the 
think they ſee ſomewhat of the Evil of Sin 
and of the Faithfulneſs of God, and oft 
Divinity of Chriſt. They are not conving 
ed that they cannot recover themlelny 
They hope by Degrees to Work it out 
and by Reading and Study to force it 
1 But in very deed, you muſt ſee your Mil 
fery before you find the Remedy. Met 
E that are Blind, are uncapable of a.Spiti 
EF tual Conviction of it, while they do n. 
main Blind; but they muſt have an E 
F perimental Conviction of it. If you depenl 
F upon your own ſufficiency to get Sight 
Cad will ſay, Let them do it if they an 
His way is to convince ſuch Men of their 
© Blindneſs before he helps them. Rev. 3.111 
= He ſays, Thou art Blind: And then V. 18: 
5. Encourages, that he will anoint their Fj: 
1 with Eye- Salve that they may ſee. 155 ; 
1 SE. See hence, that the Preaching of t 
L. Gafpel is @ wery great Bleſſing. Some Petſon: 
have no great eſteem for it. It is Change 
1 able, and it doth diſquiet their C 
| hors, and they, acyer got any S 
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ot the wounded in Spirit. 142 
ood by it: But indeed it is a very great 
eng. It is a Mercy to hear good Ti- 
ings, and the Goſpel is ſo, Rom. 10. 1x 
10 beautiful are the F cer of them that Preackt £ 1 
e Goſpel of Peace, and bring glad Tidings : 
good Things! David was very Thankful 

xr the Word of God, Pſal. 147. 19, 20 

le hath ſhewed his Word unto Jacob, bi: 
tatutes and his Fu uts unto Iſrael. He = 
ath not dealt ſo with any Nation, and as fon. 
s Tudgments, they have nat known. tbem. 
raiſe ye the Lord. And the Apoſtle cryes 
p this Priviledge. Rom. 3. I, 2. What ad. 
antage then bath the Jeu, and bat profit 7 
there of Circumcifion? Nauub ib , © 
biefly, becauſe unto them were committad abo 
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dvering of their Si 
ery Serviceable. 
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: to — we and Navies, and Cit ie 
and Armies; it is pleaſant to an Hung 
Man to ſee Bread, to the Thirſty. x ſeg 
Fountain of Living Water, to a purſue 
- Mai to ſee a Caſtle. When Mens Eyes | 
- apened, chey ſee things that are re, 
{ Pal. 119. 18. Open thou mine Eyes, thy 
In ſee wondrous Things in thy” Lud 
David longed to ſee more. Pſal. 63.2.1 
fee thy Power and Glory, ſo as I bave ſeenth 
in the Sanctuary. The Sight of Chriſt, is; 
- Glorious Sich: So the Sight of the Merd 
and Faithfullneſs of God; no WorldlyOh 
Jeet arè to be compared unto them. 
* worth the while to go through a gra 
deal of. Trouble, for a Sight of Jeſus Chu 
_ The Angel ſends. Word to the Diſciple 
| | that Chriſt would go before them into Gali 
43 | and; there they ſhould ſee bim. Math. 28.7 
| 5 : > tis worth the while to take a great Jou 
De for a Sight of Chriſt. Phil. 3. 10 
3 rn Heart was in it, that he might kn 
en; 20 the Power. of bis Refurrethimica ö 
dhe fel Lonvſbip f his Sufferings. W hen t 
Þ 'W 2 ſaw - the Star that direcbet K | 
* h ft, . rejoiced with exceeding great Fol 
| GAINS: "The ny of Jeſus: 861 


e 

* ann $ n 4 "ger Gs n 
* 2 r n WEE . 
* FP V „ 
Ha”, Pet $37 RE OS * 

% 'P $2 i - 1-84 God WP. . 

1 . 

‚ 9 

1 * e 
* 5 * Z% 
* n 
33 19 

* 2 

* 7 be” 
0 _ 

„ * 9 
7 1 
. 
7 4 
4M 
po 

2 

+ 
be. 

* 

1 

X 

1 
4 
6 
«x3 

x 


—_ 
. 
1 
ö 1 7 l 
14 
I 
4 5 2 
{ oo 
N 3 . 
_ . 
* 
IB 
2 4 
_ 
: a4 
„ * 
_ 
A $-- + 
' 2 : 
_ 


. SH 
5 
s 
; 
1 
4 SE? 


: a i Y 4 * 5 ef Y 
Wes. 4" S + , » q 2. n 5 e 
13 , 4 : 4 c f 5 : * * * * 
1 K* * 7 NN * 7 7 #% e 2 L 2 - > oY Ry. N 
k 8 . - : 19 C 5 * n 5. 4 1 . 9 
24 IO * K $. 2 hy * n 2 3 2 5 
23 2 . 15. ERR RI, 
. a 22 — * z, ; 2 x 
. WY 92 * * I 9 „ ' * * «iS ? PR 2 * 
4 TD we 3 =” ff b a 
. * +: ; ; 7 ˙ oO. 
— O * - * 5 . 2 
* N * 56 * ＋ . * 2 «4 : 24 
a, ©. $5 , SA bat ods 1, 4 a RE 
* - 4 4 v 14 2 4 
9 * ©» 11 2 
, 5 - — 4 3 4 4 „ % 0 
- _2 * . = 
* 1 3 N 7 1 F 4 
ow Hh iy 4 8 4 
b p - 0 # : 8 * 
* * oy a - 
Fd 


FLIES. 8 | = a $9 
; 7 4 N 7 : * 0 aff * N. OT ata 


L ? . 5 "Iv "= Wes SR A 
$4 * * W 4 * 9 5 of 1 os th . » r N 
911 2 Ph 1 * pales oF + Ch. 8 x; * 1 1 * * 2 9 * C > a. * * 24 * Fi nw, — 
* K 1 ” > — * * * - * * © 6 . * 2 * . * fy KS 
** , n e 7 5 „ * 0 * 55 ; » Ii 
N £ * 5 . 1 
— > — > **7 
a ** # 6 * * 7 * 
. - 8 Mx 
v5 48% 4 e 
. — * 1 
PR 4 
* 


* 


* 9 4 5 
—" * 

WS. ow, 
* 


bote wounded in Spirit. £45 1 
u ortal Man can't ſee God and live, as it is | 
ad, Exod. 33. 20. is becauſe ſuch a Sight of = 
od as Saints have in Heaven, would occas 
on ſo much Joy, as would be outbidding 
the Nature of Man. The greateſt Delight eg 
Man, muſt needs lie in the Exerciſe of 
is ſuperiour Faculties, Underſtanding and 
Vill, upon the moſt glorious Objects. It is 
muſt pleaſant Thing, to enjoy ſpiritul! 
ight. „„ 22 | 
2 It Sauctiſſes the Heart. You complain: 
f an hard Heart, 4 rebellious Heart, & 
orldly, and an envious and ftubborm”--- 
leart, but the opening of your Eye 


elp you. The Sight of God and Jeſus Chit”. 3 
25 à great deal of power to Sanctify ou. 
hen you ſee God, you will truſt in lim 
ſal. 9. 10. They that know f thy Name, 7 mW. x : 
t their truſt in thee, The reaſon that Mn 
re ſo backward to truſt in Cheſt; is rk! 
cauſe they know themſelves to be'fo bad, 


"IF Chriſt. When they ſee God: 
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ondant Encouragement there 15 to put 
eir cruſt. in him. When they ſee: God. 
ey will love him. The Excellency of G“, 
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145 ; ThebemftoftbeGoſ 2 
1 $ |. Before they fee him, they can't love hi 
whatever Arguments are uſed with chem 
and when they ſee him, they will love him 
& whatever Temptations they have. Pal, g 
14. Becauſe be hath ſet bis love upon — 
5 therefore will I deliver bim: 1 will ſet hin 

on high, becauſe be hath known my * 
If your Sight be recovered, you will ſe⸗ 
& - the reaſon of all ſpiritual Duties. Whe 
Men ſee the beret of Sin, they wil 


hate it. The knowledge of God will make 
Men Upright. Pſal. 36. 10. Stretch fortb il 
1 | Kindneſs to them that know thet, a 
$ 5 155 FTairbfullneſ- to the Upright in Heat 
ben Men are Upright, when they fer 
-. God for his own fake, and that they wil 
do AA they ſee his Worthineſs. 
. It ſecures Eternal Life. If a Man b 
flere of Eternal Life, that will make A 

* Hitions eafy; that will make Enjoyment 
mere ſweet; that will make Duties ple: 
WP wr; that will make Death Comtfortabl 
Aud Profitable, and if Mens Sight be red 

" vered, Eternal Life will. They will notah 
Ways have the Knowledge of it, burly hey 
will be in a ſafe Condition. Blind 
won't find the way to Heaven; bit 
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10 he potted; in Hinte. 1 147 23 
way. They that have the Light of Grace, "MY 
1all have the Light of Glory. The Eight _ 
if Grace and Glory are of the ſame kind, 
hough not in the ſame degree. Thoſe thar 7 
od makes ſpiritually Wiſe, are Wiſe unto _:# 
Calvation. They that have this Viſion will 
ot Periſh. If God ſhews Men the Path f 
Life, they. will be brought into his Pre- 
ence, where there is fullneſs of Foy; and 
o bis right Hand, where are Pleaſures for 3 
ermore. Pſal. 16. II. Happy is the Aan 
bat findet h Wiſdom, and the Man that. ge dftetÞ. 
nderſtanding. Joh. 17. 3. His ii Eternal. =. 
ife to know thee the only true . * 5 
us Chriſt whom thois haſt ſent. . Y 
3 USE. Of Examination, whether you bat¹ 
ecetved this benefit of the "Goſpel. You 2 
hankful to God for the Gol cl, and md” 
y times in your Prayers bleſs for it. 
Ind you pity thoſe that have not the Go. 
pel, but what are you the better for it? 
ave you recovered your Sight? *You have: 
got abundance of Knowledge by it, and 
ire able to Diſcourſe very — 4 = 
y about it. You increaſe continually. im 
Rational Knowledge; this may be, and yer 
ou may remain ſpiritually Blind. Tb 
e but a tew .that are W There” 
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are but a few that are bodily Blind, 
there be but a few but are ſpiritually Blink 
It may be you have Illuminations, and yet 
are Blind. 

Signes are, r. Common Illumination is f: 
Fecting, but when the Eyes are opened, Ma 
are convinced. Common Illuminations do 
ſometimes greatly affect. Men are gl 
and taken with them, and they are Thank- 
ful. Math. 13. 20. He that received the 
Seed into ſtony Places, is be that beareth th 
Word, and anon with Joy receiveth it. Gal 
4. IF- Where is then the Bleſſedneſs you ſpale 

2 for I bear you Record, that if it had ben 
| poſſible, you would have plucked out your 0 
Hes, and have given them to me. But theſe 
Jaminations don't convince them of th 
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ruth of the Goſpel, and of the ſureneß 
of the Grace of God: But when Mens 

© Eyes are opened, they are convinced: 
They are indeed affected, but that is not 
all but God teaches and ſhews them the 
Path of Life. Pſal. 16. 11. They are taught 
4 Goll, and learn the truth of the Goſpel. Joh. 
. 45. They have the Spirit of Wiſdom un 

” Revelarigs, Eph. 1. 17. The Father that 6M 
_-Heaves' reveals Chriſt to them. Mazh, of . 1. 
be Word comes r a Dive 
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ity, and they receive it as it is indeed the 
id of God. x Theſ. 2. 13. They don't 
ee a probability, but a certainty in the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel. E 
2. Common 1 diſcovers one por =_ 
icular Thing, but when the Eyes are opened, 
hey ſee all the Foundations of Faith. In com- 

on Illuminations, they ſee ſometimes - 
hat God is Gracious. Sometimes they have 
z ſenſe that Heaven is Glorious. Luk. 14. 
75. One that ſat at Meat, when be heard thoſe | 
Things, ſaid, Bleſſed is he that ſhall eat Bread * 7 
the Kingdom of God. Sometimes that 
here is a great Saviour. Math. 13. 20. 4= - 4 
n with Foy he receiveth it. That the. Ti- 5 4 
lings of Salvation are Pleaſant. tos A. A. 

Bur when their Eyes are opened, ir 3 
Light all about them. Then they ; (ee: It 5 9 
here is an Eternal God; that 0 Ss Nos 


7 Trace, and that his Word i 15 Faithful; „ 
briſt Jeſus is the Son of God, the. ol. 


Mediatour ; that he hath fatisfied - uſiie 7 
hat he is able to· ſave to the uttermoſt; that - 
e invites the Soul; that in 8 5 
eſs dwells. The Soul is ſatistes 8 Fg. >. I 

hole Doctrine of the Goſpel e Lang 
hink of all things at once, but he ſees t bi 
5 1 «ws 0 way 8 He Tor 
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od and Feſus Chriſt, Joh. 17. 3. He e 
E ecives the whole Goſpel. The Light tha” 
be has, is the Light of the Goſpel, 2 Cor. 4.4 

3. Common Illumination many times work 
2 Confidence, that works a Dependance. When 
F Men have common Illuminations, they 
don't work in that way to make them rely 
on the faithful Offers of God, and roll 
EF themſelves on Chriſt: But on that Occa- 
| ion they ſay, God is theirs, and Chriſt: 
F. theirs, and they promiſe themſelves Hea 
ven; but they don't accept the Calls ani 8 
| Tnvitations of the Goſpel, and relinquiſh 7 
all their own Righteouſneſs, and truſt ini 
- Chriſt, as offered to them, but catch at 6 
ſome Promiſe as if it were theirs. They 
are Thankful to God, but when the Eyes 
| of Men are opened, they ſee an offer ol 
| Mercy and accept of it. They ſee Gol 
Calling and inviting them: They ſee an 
open Door ſet before them, and that God ( 
As ſending a Meſſage of Mercy to them 
He ſhews them the way of Life, and the 
þ propoſals of Mercy, and they conſent to 
] z the: Invitation , and cloſe wit God's Pre 5 

FpPoſal, and yield Obedience to the Com 

mand gf the Goſpel. They ſee an G 
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ebe wounded in | Spirit. 151 
, 


There is an Aſſent of the Underſtanding, 


on the Hope that is ſet before bim. Heb. 6 


pendance, and afterwards a .Confidenee. 


Peace with God. 


ſelves, and partly upon Chri 


on Chrilt. Apoftle declares agau 


then; it is no more of Works: Otherwiſe 


receive it, and the Will is bound to cloſe. - 
with it, as that which is Safe and Glorious. 


Aer this, be reflects on wil BEANLIONN 4 
and done, and thence there ariſeth a Con- 
fidence. The Call of God works firft De- 


Rom. F. z. Being juſtified by Faith, we baut 4 


Common 1 lumination A Aubert ee - 60 1 
Mey to depend in part on Cbriſt; but when 4 
the Eyes are opened, they depend upon bim 
alone. Men receive ſome common Illumi- 
nations, and they think that Chrift is ſuffi» -_ | 
— _ _ Penitent m__ Suro as 
t ey,and 10 the de end pa upon m- ; 4 

LY ri They truſt 
partly in the Law, and partly inthe Goel, 
They depend 3 on Works, and partly 


that; he ſays, Rom. 11. 6. If by rae 4 


3 £ no o mare Grace, V Fi Works * bs 10 more 


and a Conſent of the Will. The Man re- 
lies on Chriſt, as a Man would venture his 
Life in a ſtrong Caftle. So he makes Chriſt 
his Refuge. He flees for Refuge, to lay on 5 
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Grace: Otherwiſe Work is no more Mork 
| Such as have only common Illuminations: 
take their firſt Encouragement from them: 
I elves, and hope that the Righteouſneſ of 
3% Chriſt will make up their Defects. But 
E thoſe whoſe Eyes are opened, do truft in 
| Chriſt alone. Phil. 3. 3. Ve Rejoice inChiif 
I Teſus, and bave no Confidence in the Flej, 
They ſee a ſufficiency in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
make that, together with God's Grace and 
Faithfulneſs, the whole Foundation of their 
Faith. Rom. 4. 5. They believe on him that: 
Juſtiſieth the Ungodly. They have no De. 
pendance on any thing of their Cn. 
A4. USE. Of Advice to thoſe whoſe Eyes Ml: 
© are opened, to uſe this Mercy well. God hath Wy: 
bleſſed the Goſpel for the recovery of your! 
Sight, and thereby has laid a Foundation 
ol Bleſſedneſs in you. God has made you Wt! 
more Happy, than many Men that make Wh: 
| _ greater Figure in the World than you do. I 
In the Day that God opened your Eyes, Wil 
he opened a Door to you to ſuch Bleſſed- Mu 
|. | Neſs, as cannot enter into the Heart of Man 
- £0 Conceive of. He has beſtowed many o- 
der Enjoyments upon you, but they are} 
vet to be compared with this. Let it hg 

"Four gars co ule this Mercy well. 
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to pile wounded i in Spirit. 1 15 3 


Particularly, 7. Dow t Darken your Eyes = 
gain, Indeed you can't put out your own | 4 
Eyes. 1 Joh. 2. 27. The Anointing that on 
have received of him, abideth in you. Let 
you may much Darken your own Eyes. 

here be two ways wherein you oe XD. :; 1 
it: One is by carnal Reaſoning „me- 4 


4 


— Sometimes e pens > Fmt 255 8. 
greatneſs of their Sins; as if heir "Sin | 4 
were too big or too many for A rb. Par...” 
don. They limit the Holy One Gf H;, 
x if their Sins did exceed Gos Messiss 
5 if God could not find in his-Heare to © 
rercome their Provocations; or as ifiChiilt's A 
Blood were not of Value enough. to capa. 
their Guilt. Sometimes they ae ind 
the Juſtice of God, as if he nut avenge. I 
himſelf upon them; as if their Sufferings 
vould give better Satisfaction to che HA, 
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. I 
chan the Sufferings of Chriſtz2:As: fit 
would be a deluding of the Law to acquit bp. 
chem on the account ofthe Death 8 4 
F>ometimes they argue from the ee, = I 
of Heavenly Glory, as if it were too much 

or God to eta willing to beſtow. Some- oe 
771 8 N from 5 e os thols: 7 : 1 
n "OE 
Ha, 


11940; | © 


. 
* 


Muritten. They don't know what to make 
pf the Encouragement of the Word. 2 
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it is God that ſpeaks: The Word doth nat 


don't know the certainty of what is ſpo- 
ken. Chriſt upbraids his Diſciples for tas 


of God, who ſpeaks in his Word. Unbe- 

lief brings a Miſt before the Eyes. You 

muſt maintain the exerciſe of Faith, as 
David when he ſays, The Words of the Lou 

nere pure 

nac f Eartb, purified ſeven Times. Pſal. 12. 

2. Get your Sight increaſed, As the Mon: 
Ag Light increaſes more and more und 
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that are ſaved, as if there were no likeli 
hood that they ſhould be of that Number 
and ſo they ſet their uncertain Reaſoning 
againſt the infallible Word of God. They 
ſet Appearances and Conjectures againf 
the ſure Word of Prophecy. The othe 
way wherein Men Darken their Eyes, is 
by Unbelief. God Encourages them ty 
come to Chriſt, but they don't know that 
come with a divine Authority upon their 
Heart. They are not ſenſible that the Words 
are the Words of a Faithful God. The 


Luk. 24. 25. O Fools, and flow of Heart 1 
believe thoſe Things that the Prophets haw 


looſe the ſenſe of the Glorious Faithfulnels 


Words; like Silver tried in a Fu, 
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he perfect Day, ſo you muſt be careful 

Wo grow in ſpiritual Knowledge. 2 Pet. 

3. 18. Grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. And 

there be two ways of increaſing it, both 

hinted in Eph. 1. 17. That God would give 
unto you the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation 
in the. Knowledge of him, One way is ſpiri» 
tual Reaſoning and Arguing.” There be 
many Arguments whereby we may be 
eſtabliſned in thoſe Truths that are te 
Foundation of Faith. Many things that 
clear it up, that the Scriptures are indeed 
the Word of God; that Chriſt: Jeſus: is the 2 


a 
+ 


2 


Son of God; that his Sufferings ſatisfy for 
our Sins; that we ſhall certainly be ſaved 
in a way of Beliving; by Muſing and Con. 
ſdering theſe things, we may be furtbern 
eſtabliſned in the Truth, and be confirmed? 
in the belief of the way of Salvation 


Chriſt. As carnal Reaſonings ſtrengt 2 
Unbelief, ſo Spiritual Reaſonings 9 + 1 
ſtrengthen Faith. The other way is ö 7 
ſpecial Diſcoveries. This is called Reve.- 
lation: Not ſuch as the Prophets had, bu. 
ſometimes the Spirit of God breath in 
with much Light into the Heart; the C ur 
ta 
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there be raifed Acts of Faith, whereby hi 
ſees both the Reality and Glor 25 of Goh 
Truths. Sometimes God diſcovers, the 
God delights to ſave Sinners by Chriſt; 
that he is free to accept the Soul; that 
EF Chriſt is now in Glory at the right Hand 
of God; that the Promiſes of the Goſpel 
are True and Faithful. This David bath re- 
ſpect to, Pſal. 119. 18. Open thou mine Eye, 
end 1 ſhall behold wondrous Things in thy 
Law. The Sun of Righteouſneſs doth appear 
6 70 2 with Healing in his Wings.- Mal 


1 2 3. mali as Children of the Liebe. This is 
ve aired, Eph. 5. 8. Wu were ſometimii 
2 but now are you Light in the Lori: 
Mall gs Children of the Light. God may 
well expect it that you ſhould walk accor- 
8 + —n the Light that he hath given you. 
I Things: be. indeed as you have ſeen 
| |: them, what manner of Perſons ought you! 
c be in all holy Converſation and God- 
5 "Mes? If God be Glorious as you have 
feen, Powerful, Merciful, Faithtul;”;the 
u mould truſt in him in all your: Diff ö 
E. Ccnltics} and not give way to a diſcouraged 
3 - 1 1 :be es in the Coy = 


to OE wok in 9 virit. I 3 = 
 W&:viour as you have ſeen, you ſhould not 
afraid co put your truſt in him, but 
ſhould Rejoice in him, when you have tage 
enſe of your own Unworthineſs and Sin- 
alneſs. If God be ſuch a Glorious Port- 
on as you have ſeen, you ſhould be weaned -} 
romthe World, nor have a craving, violent: 
Spirit after outward Enjoyments, like: Men 
hat have nothing elſe; — you ſhonld have 
n Heavenly Converſation,and be taken'up. 
n the Conſideration of the Glory of ano- 4 
her World, and be thirſting after the Pre- 
ence of God. If God be ſo great and Glo- 2 
ious as you have ſeen, you fnould he very; 2 
bedient to his Voice. If cherte, ſuex 
onderful Grace in the Goſpel, -you ſhould Þ 
x quickened to all Duties of Obedience, 
len) Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſtsz ane . 1 
ne Godly, Righteouſly and Soberly: hw. 0 
his preſent World. It is a great. Fro, 
ion to God, for . Perſons whoſe: E es Hase 1 
een opened, to carry as others.,8 Thee, 
. Not in the Luſi of Concd 55 Sets: 5 4 
7 cher Gentiles that know nt Gos. G was — 
Foery with Selomon, becauſe he Tarte — 
on. that had app eared unto him wies. = 5 3 
ia. 11.9. Fointtual Knowledge . c 4 
| 1 ificul Practices. The Doctrines o 
* each advance Holineſs. 


4 5 4: Seek to God, that the Eyes of others mi 
| peneg. When a Man's Eyes are opened 
2 Thould long that the Eyes of many « 
4 chers ſhould be opened upon a double A 
count. One is, that the Gloriouſneſs of 
God and Chriſt Jeſus may be ſeen. It isa 
ſorrowful Thing, that Men ſhould have 
uch low Thoughts of God and Jeſus Chrif 
who deſerve ſo much Eſteem. Men hau 
desen Thoughts of them, and caf 
à great deal of Contempt upon them, with 
© out any Reaſon. It is greatly to be de 
LE —4 they judge aright of them. Theo- 
is the Experience that he has had, what 

2 miſerable Condition Men are in that a are 
Blind. Some are Sotriſh and Senceleks 
Some are Tormented i in Conſcience, and 
Doch ſorts in danger of eternal Ruine. 
Theſe Conſiderations ſhould make ſich 
1 an to be in Pain for others, for Children 
gd Neighbours: And there is great Nes, 
> Jon-to be imploring of God, that he we 4 
«>; 5 7 e 
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6g — Eyes. There is a great deal 
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ſothe woun led in Spi 1 


hings in Anſwer to the Prayers of his 4 
cople. It is a Thing pleaſing to God, 2 
hat his People have this upon their Hearts. 
et this be often remembred when yon. 
ome before God, that the Preaching: of 


Mc Goſpel may not be in Vain, but that 
Many among us, Children and others, may ; 


cover their Sight; as the Prophet El; & 1} 
Trays for his Servant. 2 Kin. 6. 17. ad. 


Eliſha prayed, and ſaid, Lord 1 pod they. 8 E 
en bis Eyes that he may. S nts IM 
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Þ of hy the - pſalmiſſ i nice 3 * 
1 they hurt with Fetters, he was laid in Iron. 
2. How he is to help them. viz. By ſetting 
. them at Liberty. In Iſaiah it 1s, the openin 
E of the Priſon. He is to free them from the! 
F EE Bonds; to give Liberty and Enlargemen 
E unto them. In I/aiah he is ſaid, to Preacl 
b. the opening of the Priſon ; but here he is ſaid 
5 to ſet at Liberty. So that he doth not vnly 
Hoffer Liberty, but by the Goſpel effect the 
$ . 00 of them that are Bruiſet. 
x DOCTRINE. The Goſpel doth ſet may 
a Liberty that were in the Condition of Pri 
ſoners... / lany Men are not the better for 
the bv el, ; Tom the worſe; but it is vet 
e unto ſome. They are natural 
1 Fa 1 425 very 4 forrowful Condition; they ae 
like Priſoners: But by the Goſpel they are 
NR t. at Liberty. Such ungodly Men as an 
E gad, are in Priſon. 1 Pet. 3. 19. 
4 = ; - fheb un godly Men as are Living, are in 
Fan ale, But God by the Goſpel, his 
ct mat M of this latter fort at Liberty. S0 
Hat are ſenſible that they are in * bh” 
Condon, take other Wa) 55 to get k 
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generally either for Debts or for 5 * ic 
o ungodly Men are very. Crimi 
e Tranſgreſſors- of the Laws $7 
Sinners into the World. I 


vas ſhapen in Iniquit „ and 


a * 


SA 


xiv He Pkg a 98 of the People, for a 


Light of the Gentiles; to open the blind Eyes, 


1 Tring out the Priſoners ſrom the. Priſon, and 


lem that fit in Darkne 's, out ef the Fri on 

„ 5 „ 
Q. How are Sinners i in » the C dition of 
1772 | 5 SR WI 3 
. They are. Guilty of many Crimes, 22 
When. Men are ſhut up in Priſon, it is 


Mother conceive me. An 
bey become more Guilty. The 
of Sins of Omiſſion, and 


zins in Thought, Word 


re Guilty of Sins by 8 


nne with others: 


: 


aw, and againſt the. 'Golp 

ery Guilty, and liable to. tt. 
on of the Law. 1 THEY have 
ich Tem The Cox 
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9 182 The benefit {the Goſpel, 


to Death, And tho' ſome of them are under 
| great Reſtraints, yet their Hearts are Foun 
+ tains of Iniquity. Job 15. 16. How much 
more Filthy and Abomina le is Man, 'whi 
Drinketh in Iniquity like Water? Jer. 6. 7, 
As a Fountain caſteth out its Waters, ſo ſu 
| cafteth out her Wickedueſs, Mens Sins are 
more than the Hairs of their Heads. The 
moſt moral Man is far from being Inno. 
cent. God hath a great deal to charge up- 
on them. They Sin daily, and their Iniqui 
ties are infinite. 
28, They are reſerved to Judgment. The 
Evif Angels are reſerved in the Chains df 
SGod's Providence to the Judgment of ths 
great Davy. Jud. 6. As Priſoners are beg 
mi Durance, that they may be forth cons 
|. E : i At. the Aſſizes, ſo theſe Men are bonner 
15 unto Judgment, and preſerved th 
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r bey may y appear when God calls for then 
5 5 * N . > They 5 Are preſerv ed fr om Annihilatio 
. 5 and hope by God unto that time. be 
e not diſcharged from their Guilt, 
Ses has them in hold, that they n wy 
breught forth when he calls for 4 
e of chem could be glad to be tun 

a r firſt. nothing, bur, dar n ha 
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dence of God, read to appear at God's 1 

Tribunal at. the firſt Call. Men that are 

kept in Priſon, are ready to be brought 

forth at any time when the Judge calls for 

tem. They are not ſuffered to wander a- 

bout that they can't be found; ſo theſe 

Men are kept in a readineſs to make their 

Appearance. There is an appointed Time. to 

them, Job 7. x. God calls r ſome of them 

in younger Days, Job 36. 14- They. Die is 

Huth, and their Life is among The. Uncleav. | 

And ſome in elder Days, they" are never 

to ſeek, God has them always bold. . 0 
3. 7 bey are ſecured: from maling nbrir * 

"#1 Priſoners are wont tobe ia: Ohains, 
al. 105. 18. He auat e Peek, 

Act. 12. 6, 7. Peter as Sleeping bert 

2 Soldiers, und with two Chae, Aa 

bis Chains ſil off bis Hands; 8o:Pau and. 0 
Silas were ſecured, their Feet wore exe fi * 
mn the Stocks, Act. 16. 24. S0 8 
nder ſuch Bonds, that they came male DS 
ir . ee Law bind: ts e 9 
Puniſmnent. 1 Cor. 155 56. The: Stig 25 | 
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Carinot. Wealth will not do it. Math. I 6:26, 
Nhat ſhall be given in Exchange for the Soul 2 
Their Works will not do it. Rom, 3. 20. 
Zy the Works of the Law ſhall no Fleſh living 
Be juſtified in the ſight of God, Calamities 
- |. and Suffefings will not do it. T hey are but 
te beginning of Serrws. Rom: 6. 23 
be Wages of Sin ii Death. And they ate 
| fertered with their on Corruptions. Ther 
nb a way to eſcape, if they could believe 
in Chriſt they ſhould be delivered; but 
| * they are: ſput up in Unbelief, Rom. 11.32 
1 They are like a Man bound down, that 
fbi cannot ſtir Hand or Foot. They ate 
* not able to make uſe of their Opportunity, 
They are wholly under the Power of their 
"BY: © Sorin Joh. 5.44. How can you Believe? 
B W 5 are committed to a Tailor. Priſo- 
getz are committed to the Cuſtody of the 
eeper-of the: Priſon. Gen, 39. 21. Anda te 
ae many times keeps the Priſoners: at 
pe; Work. Judg. 16. 21. Samſon did N * 
. e 6, oy _ times he u 
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26M They are Servants to him. He makes fome + -! 
[2 of them to walk in ways of Debauchery. 2 "i 
20% They Lye, and Steal, and commit Whore- © 4 
"Flom. He makes others Drudges to the 4 
ties World and their Pride. He keeps them 
but i due at Work, and many” Ray 'FAias A 
23. them, and Frights them with kn ginati- 2. 
ao Won of Poverty and e 3 1d Loſles, 

and Calamities ; and if they aredab : 
after their Eſcape, „ he Torment: the a : : 
Sometimes he _Terrifies them. char heir 5 
Day is paſt; that they have con 


inpardonable Sin; that G. 4 8 8 k. -A 85 
them up to hardneſs; that * 5 EL 


tain Convictions, and mi ind xte 2 r 
they will be Dittracted, or 1 
that they will be forced to 1a 
Hands on themſelvTs. 
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Q How doth the Goftel fre Ne 


berty 2 
A. I. Tbe Diftounrics of the: 
rage Sinners to accept of tbe Liber 

God. is offering Liberty in 
and theſe: offers: Pete the 3 Bleſfis 
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many Objections againſt the Calls of God; 
| but when en they} have the ſpiritual Diſcovery 
ol the Go it prevails upon the Heart, 
nd conquers all the Oppoſition of the 
Soul, and the Men come to Chriſt. When- 
ever Men are convinced of the Glory of 
Chriſt, and of the Truth of the Golpel, 
their Will is gained, and they are not a, 
E  Ffraid to come to Chriſt. Joh. 6. 45. Even 
 . enerhat bath heard and learned of the Father, 
| cometh unto me. There is Encouragement 
5 in the Goſpel, and when their 
Eyes are opened to ſee it, they cannot 
3 away from Oe gt will come 
thout any delay. They ſee that they 
2 ely. come. "The e Goſpel baniſhes tho 
Fears har they were under. When 
"fee the Goſpel, they priae Chriſt; they 
8 — it pleaſeth them to depend 
upon him, Then "they are afraid to: ſtay 
V and neglect their Opportunity an 
J er, they ſhould be Enemies to thy! 
8 Souls if they ſhould. Rom. 1. rH 
5 e r e mne Salus 1 10! 
rome e Jl belicucth,. — 
e Schr 'of the Guſtel doth: diſcbegi 
Ben ny: hehe. Le, When the: Sur 
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g. N dee Terms of the Coven ant, and now the : 1 
"WM Sentence of Condemnation is taken fl. 
Rom. 8. 1. There is no Condemnation to change. 
that are in Chriſt TFeſus. The Debt is can+ 
celled, and all his Sins are pardoned. Ac. 
10. 43. And to bim give all the Prophets 4 
Witneſs, that through his Name, . — ever _ I 
believeth in him, ſhall receive Remiſſon of Sins. - Þ 
The Law looks on him as: ne 1 
Man is brought into an eſtate of Juſtifi ca- 3 
tion and Adoption. Rom. 5. x. Being juſtt= 73 
fed by Faith, we have Peace with a, Joh. I 
1. 12. To as many as received him, gave be : 
power to become the Sons of: Godj vv even rothens 
that believe on his Name. They are declar- - 4 1 
ed Heirs of Life, Joh. 3. 36% He [that  boliew= | 
eth on the Son, hath- e Li 4 Now 7 1 
the Man has Security under God:s Hand A 7 L 
that he ſhall be ſaved. His Obligation 92 
ſuffer the Wrath of God is taken ff. „ 
Word of God gives Judgmenz. for.” „ Him, 
that he is not Guilty. Sod dag 171 dong co 
Pardon him. God don't leayt the Mater 
in Sulpenee whether he ball. [be:pards ned. - 1 
2 15 . doe N 6 ben Pd the 
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| er of Satan, they are no longer under his 
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they could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. Win 
And then God delivers them from the pow: 


Cuſtody; he is not their Jailor; he Tempts 
them ſtill, but they are not in his power as 
they were. Satan is laid under greater Re- 
ftraints than formerly, and not ſuffered to 
Tyrannize as he did. They are commit- 
ted to the Guardianſhip of the holy An- 
gels. Hebr. f. 14. Are they not all Mini ſtring 
Spirits, ſent forth to Mini er 10 them That | 
. be Heirs of Salvation? 
t USE. Of Reproof to 125 this ale? 50 | if 
"lol e of the Goſpel, that they may be ſet at 
* Liberty. Some take Notice of their Oppor- Wo 
3 tunity, and are beſtirring of themſelves co 
chat they-may be ſet at Liberty. They are 
| not! "diſcouraged, though they find Diff- 
FCuülties in the way, and are ſenſible of the 
bene of the Event, but take a great 
| deal of Bains. If they ſhould obtain it, 
W E will be happy Men; but this is not 
I is Daſe with all: Some don't — a 
IP mee Jenprovement of their. Time: . Tis 2 
* very much to blame. It is a Brend 2 
Vile te be ſet at Liberty. This was M. 
che ſed wah. A n Price, as he ſays, & \ a 4 


Im. Chriſt Jeſus was Anointed of God to 
Preach this. Tſai. 61. 1. But ſome Men 4 
jon't make Uſe of the Goſpel to get Li- 
ſherry, but make a very contrary Uſe of it. 

1. Some make Uſe of it only to ger National 
Knowledge. Some read the Scriptures;hear- . | 
ken to the Preaching of the Goſpel, tudy: | 4 
the Controverſies that are in the: World 
bout Matters of Religion, that they ma 7 
get Notional Knowledge; and they are 
puffed up with that. 1 Cor. S. 1. Knowledge f 
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* pardoned; that the Threatnings are onlf 
1 aud they take occaſion to harden thai 


Surely God's deſign was to deliver Men 
from Miſery. Theſe Men neglect tha 
which makes the Goſpel Profitable: They 
caſt off the care of the Wellfare of they 
Souls, and neglect bleſſed Advantages to 
be Happy. It is juſt as if a fick Man ſhoult 
_ diſpute about the Compoſition of a Me. 
dieine that will Cure him, and neglect tc 
take it and ſo die. Or as if a Man ſhoull 
Labour to ſatisfy his- Curioſity about the 
Dimenſions and Materials of a Caſtle 
and negle& to put himſelf into it, and ſb 
Periſh. All thoſe that dont receive _ 
ſpel will ſurely Periſh. Heb. 2. 3. Hn 
ſhalt we Nag if we neglect ſo great Salus 


tion? 
. Some aa Uſe of it to 1 tle 
Heurts in Sin. This is the way of _ 
Nen; they hear that God hath a deſi 
Grace; that he hath ſent Chriſt to fs 
For Our Sins; that great Sinners may be 


2 Sondirional in caſe of final Impenitency; 
ts in Sin; Jud. 4. They turn the Grad 


— no great danger; — 3 are * ain 
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leaf offers Pardon to them; they think that 
ha: loves them, becauſe he freely offers Par- 
Won to them; they think there is not much 
Evil in Sin, becauſe God offers Pardon, 
hey think he will continue ſo to do, and 
he will wait upon them, and ſo they har+ 
den their Hearts, and are bold to indulge 
themſelves in Sin, and in no haſt to turn 
to God. This is unreaſonable. David ſays, 
There is forgiveneſs with God, that he may b 
ered, Pſal. 130. 4. But theſe Men, ſays 
There is forgivneſs with God, therefore, he 3s 
wt to be feared. But though there is a way. 
of Salvation, yet many that hear it, are ne- 
rer the better for it. Multitudes go from 
under the Light of the 8 ro N 
nefs of Darkneſs. 2 Cor. 4. 3. Fm Geßßel 
be hid, it is hid tb them — — 22 It is a 
Loa of Death unto Death to man Mn 
2 Cor. 2. 16. The Mercy of God wilt not 
Aﬀeront his Juſtice. Men ſhall have no de 
caſion to Reproach that, Exod- 34. 7. 
Though he is Gracious and Merciful, yet . 
be will by no means clear the Gili. Theſe _ 
Men turn the Goſpel into Ppy -torchen 15 
end if they continue to hardemeticir Hehr! 
in Sin, they will as ſurely. Petiſſi. ac 1 
there were 1 de as: if Cine hat 
EE vil weer 
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| never come into the World. What will th 
{ - Goſpel ſignify to them that reje& it? Thy 
| Blood of Chriſt will not Heal, where iti 
not a pplied. 4 
, USE. Ser Jos great a benefit the 09 
is to many Men. Indeed there be a 
many Men that are not the better for i; 
they have bought Bibles, and have Reat 
often in them, and heard the Goſpel 
| preached, but they are not the better, bo 
the worſe for it. It had been better for 
them, if they had never heard a Sermon, 
never ſeen one Leaf of the Bible, if they 
| had lived in Turkey. Math. IT. 22. I wil 
Je more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in tht 
Day ef Fudgment, thas for them, But it 5 
| very beneficial to others: It is more ad- 
I vantage to them, than all the Wealth of 
dhe World would be. They are ſet at Li- 
bert) thereby. Luk. 4. 18. 1: ſets at Liberty 
 ,., Fhaſedthat were Bruiſed, Such as were in the 
. "a —_— of Priſoners. fee * 
bey are e ou the danger of Cas 
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ty the wounded in Spirit. 17% 
i Angels. But - theſe Men are out of ts 
each of that Curſe. They are in danger 
if ſome ſmaller Calamities, Pains, Sick- ' 
eſe, Reproaches, Loſſes, but not of Con- 
mnation. The Day of Judgment will be 
Glorious and Comfortable Day to them. 
That is a time of Refreſhing from the Pre- 
Cnce of the Lord. There ſhall not be one 4 
Hair of their Head ſinged, nor the ſmell of 
Fire paſs upon them. There is abundane » 1 
Security that they ſhall not be Condemns . 3 
ed. They are made meet for Heaven; the 
ae become the Children of Gd: The, 
are intereſted in tlie Righteouſneſs E 
Chriſt: They have the Covenant of Grace * 2 

to ſecure them: Death will do them aa 
hurt; they ſhall be abſolved iin che Day ek 
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ino Condemnation, but are paſſed. 
2. From the Expectation of Sünden, 
Many Men are in a dreadful; GH 

becauſe of the Expectation of Condennia- 
tion. They are a Terrour to themiglies, - 
Job 1 5.21. A dreadful Sound is in their Bu * 
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ly + honey relic that 12 2 tore. 
any great Comfort to them. But thoſe Me! 
cat are ſer at Liberty by the Goſpel, ag 
_ delivered from theſe Expectations: Thy 
have their Hours of Temptation, and a 
for more Aſſurance, but their Conſcie 
are healed. Rom. F. 1, 2. Being juſtified | 
Faith, we have Peace with God jars 
Lord "Feſus. Cbriſt: By whom alſo we, bar 
weeeſs by wy Faith into this ow ——_— x 
Fand, and Rejoyce in hope of the Glory of Gol 
They have à great deal of Comfort unde 
their Afflictions, under this Conſideration 
chat God hath delivered them from Wrath 
to come. And ſometimes they can ſays 
3 | 30 Feb; Job 19. 25, 26, 27. that mi 
3 FKedeumer liveth, and "that though Worms dt 
eroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh I ſhall fare 
_ 7 # or 2 for my felf, — 
5 re kn from — * 5 
Ts ment: Het is permitted to Afffict — 
IS e them, and caft in ane. Dar is, ye 
Apa ernment is taken away, 
- are” > reſcned-' out Ha 
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v tle Founded in Spirit. 178 © 
r rtey are delivered out of the Kingdom af 
ef orknreſs, that is Satan's Kingdom. Col. x, 
:. And God will tread Satan under their 
lei reet ſhortly.” Satan is under greater Re- 
fraints than he was, and they are forti- 
fed againſt his Temptations more than 
were; and they are committed to the 
a fe of the holy Angels, who are doing. 
any good Offices for them. Heb. 1. 14. 
They are miniſtring Spirits to them. 
3 USE. Of Examination, whether zo be 
« at Liberty by the Goſpel. Some Men need 
not trouble themſelves to make any na; 
row ſearch, for it is a plain Caſe that the 
ze not ſer at Liberty; but there are t π 7 
forts that need to examine this Mett. 
Some Men have ſome Fears and Jeafoufies = 3 
of themſelves, yet have -prepon :. ol 
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| Bt reform their Lives, yet not be * 
iberty. There be but a few. cempagu 
| that are ſet at Liberty by it, therefore ex 
amine. 
=: Signs, 1. Have you ; ſeen the Divine Auth 
1 rity of the Goſpel 2 God is ſaid to be the 
Authour of the Goſpel, and therefore i ith 
Called the Goſpel God. Rom. 1. I. &. 
poc,ʒrated unto the Goſpel of God. It is eftabliſh- 
E ed by the Faithfulneſs of God. The De 
+ clarations of it are Gods, and the Promiſe 
E. of iitare Gods; and you are able to eving 
tit by ſeveral Arguments that God is the 
| - Author of it; but have you ſeen the Di- 
Vine Authority of it? Men never ſee it ij 
De infallibly true and certain, until the 
fes the Divine Authority of it. They can 
Wi indeed believe it, whatever Per * 
chey have of it, till they hear the Voicꝭ dt 
* . in it; then they ſee the Divine Au- 
- thority: of it, W ber receive it not 
© the Judgment of Wiſe and Good Men, 7 
F it is indeed the Word 0 God; and they 
IP 5 ed that it is the Word of the Pa b 2 
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Mod. 1 Theſ. 2. 13. Ye received it 
ie Word of God, which w fr 
e in you that believe. Joh, 7% 
ee beer hs Toes of the Sonof Am 
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TRY When the Aubeclth of God in ie. 4 
Goſpel is ſeen, then Chriſt Appears: Glori- 3 
ous and promiſes Certain. Ne _ 
2. Have you felt a divine Pele with the. = 
Goſpel? There is a divine Power going with 5 E 4 | 
he Goſpel to ſome Men. T Cor. x. 23. . 
Chirſt is the Power of God, and the Wiſdomnm 
of God, Rom. 1. 16. I am not aſhamed the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the power of God un IJ 
„ Salvation, The Goſpel where it ſets Mem: Mi 
at Liberty, „ has a — to draw Men to 
Chriſt. Some Men comp ars 
not able to come to Chr 
do it but they have not Ribery; U. i 
ted there is a Power to draw the F = | 
It has a prevailing Power over all 
and Objections. Joh. 6. g 
bath heard and learned le K. "uther;* c . „ 1 "il 
mio me. If the Arm of che Lord b de r re ven Ye ; I il 
ed Mow will believe. Hai. "53: 1. What!  M 
fen's: are - opene | | 210 3 ©: 
Chriſt II his Death — Neffe on, 
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toi you; but Whatever Difficulty there be 
An it, yet it. is poſſible. You have taken ſe- 


Y E | ” Sik, but hicherto you have been diſap- 


pect it by any other Means but only by 
5 = Goſpel. Labotr therefore that you may 
de ſet at Liberty by that. You ſay your 
preſent Condition is Doleful, and youdread 
> to: continue in it, but there is. "Hope. of 
* * by the Goſpel. Chriſt Je 
nas: 
ese Eri 


A owedfully "RE ul ee Port 
and fear God”. and they will hate their 
Sins, and caſt off the Works of Darkneſs, 
and live all their Days in a _ of Obe- 
dience. 

4 USE Of "Exbortation. Lale in 1, the 
7 may be ſet at Liberty by the Goſpel,” 
there were no Hope of being ſet at Li 
ty, it would be a vain Thing to ſtrite in 
it; but though it be Hopeleſs for Men that 
are damned, yet it is not Hopeleſs for yon. 
It is uncertain whether you will ever at- 
Lin Libeny, but yet there is Hope o it. 
Sometimes che Thing appears very Dark 
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veral Methods that you might be ſet at Li- 
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pointed;: and indeed you muſt never ex · 
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6. 20. 7. are ad with a Prics: And Gt 
offers Deliverance to you through him. 
Ifai. 61. 1. He Proclaims the opening of the 
Priſon to them that are Bound. And God has 
promiſed that fome ſhall be ſer at Libert / 
by him. His Work is, To bring put the Pri- 1 
ſoners from Priſon, and them tha fit in Dark» Þ} 
neſs out of the Pr ſon-Houſe. Hai: 42.7. Yea, 
many Perſons have been ſer at [Liberty Þ 
Formerly and L aterly b 3 fpel. Thers q 1 
has been a great deal of Experience of the 
Efficacy of the Goſpel 5 way Col. T. 13. 
He hath delivered us from the power of Dark- 
neſs, and tranſlated us into the. Ringdom 7 
bis dear Son, Let then this de yours & 
that you may be ſet ar 1 by che 
Golf pel. | 5 e . 7 4 
DIRECTIONS, 1. Dow? ; ad Maze F =_ 
This is the fault of many Perſons;\intt= þ 
mated, Luk. x3. 24. Many ſeek; and 2 t. 
- 70 enter, That is complained” of; Tai. = 
4. 7. There is none that ſtimeth ap Fare — 
= rake hold of thee. Some Men Teek; rw * 
s with too much indifferency df Spirit. 
The; Violent Take the King dom of Heaven by. 
force. Math. IT. 12, Bur hy Men ar 
rae in their Prayers; the) 
and Imp unate wich & 
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Diligent in Reading and Hearing, that 
| they may learn Advantages and take them; 
that they learn their Diſadvantages and 
avoid them. They don't watch againſt 
Temptations; they comply with ſome Pra- 
ctices that are an hindrance to them: They 
excuſe themſelves many times from that 
which might promote their Converſion. 

E Though they deſire Converſion, yet their 
Hearts are much upon the World; they 
lay too much weight on worldly. Things; 
EF their Hearts are divided between God and 
Mammon. It is no great Wonder that ſuch 
= Men don't obtain; lazy Seekings iſſue in 
Diſappointments: Lazy Seeking will not 
Conquer Difficulties, Yea, when they ſeek 
- ſlightly, they provoke God to deny them. 
God may ſay, It will not break their Hearts 
; they, ber denied. The Reaſon why many 
People ſeek after a ſlight Manner, is be- 
8 a they are not much afraid of going 
to Hell. Either they want. a ſenſe of the 
- \  Dreadfullnefs of Damnation, or flatterthem- 


they cald not tear? it; they would be more 34 
riolent in their Endeavours. The Prerence ＋ 1 
that thay make for their Dullnefs, is that 4 
they are afraid there is no Hope for them; 
they fear their Caſe is deſparate, and chat 
weakens their Hearts, and makes theni to I | 
be difpirited 5 but the:true Reaſon is not- 1 | 
that they want Hope but they want Fears. 
If the Terrours of Death did compaſ them a= 
bout, and the Pains of Hell get hold upon W 2 
they: would not. ſay, There arr 
the Way, but would be forcing:their-Way! } 
through all Diſcouragements and dark Ap=< 
pearances. ene ee 4: be ee 
2. Dont imagine that you "abſt get ume 
Excellency to prepare you for Cbriſ. Men aa il 
mong us are principled in that; that! Fairks . 1 i 
is the Condition ren inen h- 


— 
22 
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Cauſe of it: But they: imagine char 1 3 | 
muſt get ſome Excellency to onal. 1 
for Chriſt. They think Key n 4 * not com I j 
to him till they have make their” k Hearts i 
better. They muſt love God, and be et A 71 | 
for tReir Sins, and make the Glo 8 of God 8 
their End. They muſt delight f 
and ſo they are: ſtriving; 2550085 ke: the * 
: ang Om n 0 chat gs C 9 te inch 3 0 3 4 
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enefit if the Gal 
| they hope that God would not be fo, An- 
EF gry with them; he would be more inclina- 
dle to pity them, and ſave them through 
| Chriſt; and they labour to dreſs up-their 
| Hearts, and to get lovely Qualifications 
to draw God's Heart towards them. They 
E - think-it-would be a preſumptious Thing 
for them to thruſt themſelves on Chriſt, 
and on the Grace of God until they be 
better, and ſo they ſtrive to make them - 
ſelves better. They hear that there muſt 
be Preparation for Chriſt, and that them 
| muſt be à Work of Humiliation befor 
Faith, and they ſtrive after ſuch an Hu- 
miliation as has an Excellency in it to com» 
mend them to God. They quite miſtake ' 
Humiliation; but if ever you- would obtain 
Chbriſt, you: muſt ſee the badneſs of your | 
F own Hearts. As long as you are reaching 
after: any Excellency in your ſelves, yon 
Vill reject Chriſt, You muſt ſee yourſelf 
| Poor, Rev. 3. 17. Before ever Paul came 
to Chriſt, Sia revived and be died. Rom. 
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| againſt cithe :Goſpel, We Read of ſome that; 
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3, 4. And we Read, Fake ChriF; 3 
was to the Fews 4 Stambling-block, and ta the 
Greeks Fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. T. 22. One great 
Thing that keeps Men from Chrift:i is, that = 
Satan and their own Hearts are filling of WM 
them with Objections againſt the Gofßel. = 
Sometimes they argue as if God had nt 
Mercy enough to Pardon their Sins. Sog 4 - 
times they are arguing as if ic were un- 
tain whether the Scriptures were the Word —- 
of God. Sometimes they argue from the I 1 
differing Opinions that are in the World 
about the way of Salvation. Sometimes KH 
they are ſtumbled at the AfMiationsof thoſe 
that believe on Chriſt. Sometimes from the 
'Falls of thoſe that make a great Pe hs = 
Sometimes from the outward Meaneſs or — 1 j! 
Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt. Such: Reaſon= 3M 
ings of Heart, are a great hindrance td al 
Mens receiving of the Goſpel. While Men 
entertain ſuch Objections, they ſtrengthen  - ³ 
— Unbelief, abt keep "themſelves. from IM 
a preparedneſs to entertain the* Goſpe 7 I | 
Men that do indulge themſeſves in 4 Ni | = 
of obj ecting againſt the Goſpel, Q 0 Hin- S A 
der Hemſ, elves from receiving it ps gh 3 
deſcribes Unbelievers, that the ure G „ I 
e and 85 not the Truths. ROMA: 
= My „ 


— 


give way to an ob Fang Spirit top 
thereby contract further degrees of Blind- 
neſs, and are more oppoſite to the enter 
taining of the Goſpel. 0 | rs 
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RE is e 2 preſſion of cho 
Service of Chriſt, vix. to give No» 
tice of the acceptable Year of the 

ned to No: an -Allubon, to 


7 


to the whunded in Spirit. 185 
ſor an indefinite Time, be it longer or 
ſhorter. Iſai. 34. 8. For it is tbe Day. of tbe 
Lords Vengeance, and i the: Year of Vengeaner 
the Controverſie of Zion; So a Day is ſome- 
mes taken for an indifinite Times Aſai: 
. 2. For the.” Day of the Lord of Haſs foals: 
J he upon eveny one that is Proud and Lafty. 
Hh; is it leid to he the bene 1 le Lr 
if the Lord? 4 10 111.89 822 10 


. A. 2 — 85 it to he a: 7 ear herein 
+ Wile Lord was acceptable unto Men, and fab; 
Fat the firſt Year of Chriſts Mim ty: 


pleaſi ng, 


ut afterwards they took Offen 7 ris | 
this is a Miſtake ; for they ook 


. Offence 


his very Day. Luk. 4+ 28, 29.4 Alen ve 
n the Synagogue when they bear# rbeſe agi 15 
6 rere fled with Wrath,. and and raſteußp 5 I WM 


„brut him out of the City, and led bim — I 
ebm of the Hill. vhereon their City was Built, TE Fill 
& bat they might caſt bim down: 1 0986 BE 3 1 
1 the Meaning is, The Year of Gocks good 4 Mi 


Pleaſure and Favour, with the -refſpe& "to -- - 4 | 
the Preaching the Goſpel to the ke i 
beating. the eben eee c. the clear 
Preaching of the Golpth and the „ 
1505 ae! ab "io 7 . * 8 * o_ Ne. Þ 3.0 
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and Religion is in a more flouriſhing 
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wer nie Religion among his NPs 
doth not always carry on his Work inth 
Church in the ſame Proportion. As it is it 
Nature, there be great Viciſſitudes; ther 
is Day and Night, Summer and Winter 
the Moon Waxes and Wanes, the- Se 
Flows and Ebbs, and as it is in the cin 
State, there is a time of War and a time 
of Peace, times of Plenty and times of Scat 
city, times of Health and times of 3 
ſo. it is in the Church. There are 
times when the Hearts of Men are n 
hard. Iſai. 63. 17. Why haſt thou bardme, 
Hearts from thy Fear, and made us to Err þ 
thy. a5? So there be times wherein ther 
is a plentiful Effuſion of the Spirit of Gol 


dition. Math. rx. 12. From the 2 4 
tze Baptiß, the Kingdom of of Heaven 

= Violence, and the Violent take it by force. 1 6 
44. 3. I Will pour my Spirit upon = See 
n Hielſ * — thy Of bring. Ezek. 11. 19. 
Aud I will give them one Heart, and Twillq 
2 WE * Spiris within you, and will take te 
| Heart of Stone out of your Fleſh, and-will gin 
. : WE 2 Pre 7 Haan. Ow _ we ber 


| to ike Donde in Shirin 1 37 


30% . How is it with. 4 Feql ben SO | 

* mis revived? 
A. x. Saints are dh It e 

— Joch to the flouriſhing of Religion, when 

er Wighteous Men flouriſh in Holineſs; as it 

E foretold, Pſal. 92. AA. The Righteous ſhall 
uriſn Like a Palm-tret, they. ſhall grow like 
le Cedar in Lebanon. There be times of 
ſemptation, when godly Men are in a flou ; 
ming Condition. Math 25. 5: While em = 
Pridegrooms tarried, they all ſlumbered and ſlept; — 
They grow, Worldly, and Proud; glean 95 
nal, and don't maintain much of — 5 
f Godlineſs. And there be times when. - 
cir Hearts are lifted” up in the ways of 


od, as is ſaid of Feboſhaphar, 2:Chron; . ll 
* 6. When the Weak are as. David. When 
beir Souls are in a proſperous Condition, 


nd they are in 4 Frames of Spirit, 
wing on from Strength to Strenp#bV;! Somes- 
mes they run the ways of Gods mx 
mndments, becauſe God enlarges eit, 
learts. Pſal. 119. 32. It is as with them. 
Theſ. Tour Faith grometh exceedingly; ank 
be. Charity: of every one La Yon all ene _ 
cb other aboundetbh. Thi mightily rea“ 
Wt Holineſs among a People. © > LITRE Ab - 
72 Slaners are. ee O makes: the” — 
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* Goſfel at times to be very Powerful 801 
was in the Primitive times, Rom.” x5; 25 
Jam ſure wher I come unto you, I ſhall come i 
the fullneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſ 
The Goſpel was written for the End: ; * 
Men wighe believe and be ſaved. Joh. a0. 21 
And it is preached for that End; 3 — 
ſometimes God gives great Succeſs to it 
Act. 26. 18. I ſend thee 10 open the blind Eye 
to turn them from Darkneſs to Li br, — 
rbe power of Satan unto God. So Foln 
Preaching was very much bleſſed. Mal-4, 4:6 
| - He ſhall turn the Heart of the Fathers:to th 
” Children, and the Heart of the Children 
their Fathers. This is Old and Young. Then 
is a mighty Change wrought in a littk 
Time: They that were Dead, are made 
Alive, and they that were Loft are Found 
The Goſpel is made a /avour of Life to n. 
. In BY. — oqgrgirt there is great Complaint 
: aint of this. Pſal. 12. 1. Help: Lord 
87 0dl; Man ceaſeth; the Righteous fai 
rom among the Children of Men. S0 Iſai. 5; 
3 1. Lord, who hath believed our Report 2. ne 
Ef > Nm is the Arm of the Lord revealed? Pg 
3 ." other! times wy 2 Rok n is gran 
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rd, and the comfort 7 a. h bu were . 
uy iplyed. 

. Many that are not Covaerted, do res 
wre Religious. When Iſrael went out of E- 
wr, there was a mixt Multitude that went 
yith them. So when God is pleaſed to Con- 
ert a Number, there be many others that 
have a common Work of the Spirit on thei 
earts; they are affected with their Con- 
tion, Reform their evil Manners, ànd en- 
gage in Religious Duties, and attain to con- 
iderable Zeal, and are full of Religious 
Affections. So it was in Chriſt's time; there 
was great flocking about him. S0 by the 
Preaching. of Fob» many were affected. 
Luk. 3. 10, 12, 14. The People ſaid, Wha 
ſhall we do? And the Publicans what ſhall we e Fi 
4? And the Soldiers what ſhall we do? When 


{ 


God works ſavingly upon ſome, it is fre- 
quent that others have common. Humi- _ 
nations, whereby great Reformation is. I 
wrought, and the Reputation of Religion _ 
advanced, and People are diſpoſed to 
the extern zal Covenant; and ſo much Wratl I 2 
is pre everited, T 
Concerning this Work of God in rev . _ 

N wg . ; . 1 obſcene choſe Fay . 4 
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i: Obſervation. Thi. is reviving ts. ; ſom 
— more General and ſometimes more Pat 
ticular. It is more General, when it 
throughout a Country, when in all Pat 
of a — _ — to God. Tha 
was propheſied of, Ezek. 36. 25, 26, 2 
T Then ny I fprinkle clean Water * you; — 
be clean from all your Filthineſs, and fron 
al your Idols will I cleanſe you, &c. So it was 

about Euther's time, when ſome Nations 
broke off from Popery, and imbraced the 
Goſpel. Sometimes the Country doth: iy 
nerally Decline. Gal. 3. 1. O Fooliſh G4 
tians, wha bath bewitched you, that you ſhoul 
vor obey the Truth ?. But ſometimes this re- 


1 viving is more Particular, when in ſoms 


icular Towns Religion doth.revive and 


IB i ftouriſh. S0 2 Theſ. 1. 3. Their Faith grew 
3 exceedingly, Rev. 3. 8. Thou haſt à little 


Po Smength, and baſt lept my Word, and nat de 
TH ved my Name. At the — time Sardis ani 
Tadalitea were in adeclining Way: As ſome- 
_rhiies it Rains upon one City, and doth 


5 or Rain upon another. Am. 4. 7. 50 it 


3 5 18 with God' s Raining Righteouſneſs. Ther 
1 A times a great difference in he 
| . There is a Blaſt i . 
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tothe wounded in Spirit. 191 
2. Obſervation. This reviving is ſometimes Þ 
i longer, and ſometimes of ſhorter Continuance. 
Omertimes Religion flouriſhes in a Coun= 7} 
ry for a great many Years together. S 
i did for twenty nine Years in the Days 
of Hezekiab. 2 Chron. 29. 1. So when God Af 
jours out his Spirit, ſometimes the Work 
continues many Years. It began in. John 
he. Baptiſt's time, and continued ſeveral 
Years after the Death of Chriſt: Math. - 
12. From the Days of Fobn the Baptiſt anti! 
wy, the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffererh Vios . "i 
ce, Compare this with Joh: 5. 25. The 4 
time is. coming, and now is, ben the Dead | 
hull bear the Voice of the Son of God and live. 
But ſometimes it is for a leſs ſpace. .'We Q 
have reaſon to think that there was mur 
of the converting Preſence of God in C. Þ 
inth for the ſpace of a Year and half. At. 
18. 9, 10. Sometimes it is not ſo longs. =_— 
There is a great ſtirring for a little time, i 
ind then it fails. Though the ſane ours | i 
ward Means continue, yet there is not that 
Blefling going along with tllem. 2501 - IJ 
3. Obſervation. God is very Hrbitrary im 
bi Matter, The People of Gut are Pray. 
ng and Waiting for this Merth Rd 3-4.  "Þ 
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Years, in the midſt of. Years. make FG, 
Wrath remember Mercy. Pſal. 85. 6. Wilt 
thou revive us again, that thy People may R 
| foyce in thee? But God will take his o 
time for this Mercy. As the Angel ſtirre 
the Waters of Betheſda, at ſome certai 
N and they waited for that time, Jo 
5. 4. ſo it is in this Caſe. There is a Gare 
time for the riſing of the Sun, and for t 
ſetting of the ſame, and ſo for the retu 
of the Spring; but the returns of the Spi 
t:iit are very Arbitrary. Sometimes God put 
his People to wait longer for them; ſome 
times not ſo long: It is in this Caſe, a8 
is with the inward Conſolations of godly 
Men. God takes his- own time to Refrell 
their Hearts, and Seal them up to the Da 
of Redemption. No Man can tell before 
band when the Work of God ſhall Prolp 
in this or that Place. Act. 1. 6, 7. It 35-1 
for you to know the Times and the Seaſons Fe 
the; Father has put in his own Power. Wher 
God hardens a People, none can tell how 
long that ſhall be. Iſai. 6. 11. Then ſaid 
 Lifd,. bow Jong? And he anſwered, Val 
5 Cities? be waſted without Inhabitant, and + 
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to the wounded in Spirit. 19% 
4. It is beyond us to determine what particu= 
lar Deſign God hath in it at this or that time. 
hen God Converts a conſiderable Num- 
ber among a People, we know that the ili 
deſign is to prepare them for Salvation. 
AR. 3. 19. Repent and be Converted, that | 
your Sins may be blotted out, when the times Mi 
Refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſence of the if 
ord, But what his particular Deſign is in 
hat Work we cannot tell. It may poſſibly = 
de to prepare the Place for ſome great 
emptation, that they may ſtand in a time A 
f great Tryal that he may bring upon 
hem; that they may be ſtrengthned and 
ot deny his Name: Or it may be to pre- 
are them for ſome Affliction that he in- 
ends to bring upon them, that they may 
arry the better under it: Or it may bs Þ 
0 lay a Foundation for Mercy for the next” ³ 
Beneration, that there may be a Number 
hat may uphold the power of Godlineſss > 
n time to come. Or it may be to gather 
n his Elect, before he removes the Means 
f Grace, and takes away his Ordinancss. 
x USE. Learn from hence, that the Church... 
God is ſubject to great Changes. Som- 
mes Religion flouriſhes, and ſometimes. f 
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EF gular Souls: Sometimes they go on from 
Strength to Strength, and their Hearts are 
| lifted up in the ways of God. They are like 
Green Olive-Trees in the Houſe of the Lord 
they flouriſh like the Palm-Tree, they grow like 
the Cedar in Lebanon. And at other. times 
they are in a ſlumbering Condition; they 
E are like ſick Men that are unfit for Service, 
E like Trees in Winter. So it is with the 
Church of God; there is but little of the 
& . preſence of God among them; there is 2 
great ſcarcity of Godly Men; Iniquity a- 
EF bounds, and the Love of many waxes Cold. 
At other Times Religion is the great thing 
that is minded; Men are taking the King- 
dom of Heaven with Violence: They honour 
their Profeffion, and their Light ſhines be- 
| fore Men, ſo that they Glorify their Fother 
that is in Heaven. Religion is in great Re- 
pPautation, Nef there goes a great Bleſſing 
with che Ordinances of God. It is as Cant. 
24 11, 12, 13. The Winter is paſt, the Rais it 
db awer and gone, the Flowers appear on the Earth, 
te time of the ſinging of Birds is come, and pie 
Dio f the Turtle is heard in our Land; tht 
| | Fip-trop puttech forth ber Green Figs, and #8 
Vine with the tender Grape give agodd;Syull 
ier Lowe, my fair one & come i, ich 
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1. When the Church is in 4 flouriſing Cons | 
dition, we muſt not lot upon it that they will 
always be ſo. If it be à time of Plenty in 
a Land, yet the Caſe, may be much alter= } 
ed after 2 while, as it was in Egypt, Gen. 
41: 53, 54. If it be a time of Health, there 
may be after a while a ſickly Time. Se if 4 
Religion flouriſheth, it doth not followthat "i 
it will always: do ſo. There may come Þ 
Time of Hardning: God may withdraw: - 
his Spirit: Many Temptations may -ariſe s - 
There may be 4 Change of the Genera- 
tion, and Religion may be buried in th 
Graves of old Men. A Field that was wont 
to flouriſh with Corn, may come Js 9— 
vergrown with Thorns. A fruitful hu 
may be turned into Barrenneſr. Pſal. 107, 34. 4 
Religion flouriſhed in the time of Febęſa- 
pbat, bur it withered in the time of Jab. 
ram. It flouriſhed 1 1n the time of. H De la 3 '* 
but it withered in the time of Menaſſed; A 
Many times there riſes up angther Genes 
ration that know not the Lords: ODE 4 
The People embrace corrupt Prineiples * "i 
addict chemſlres to rbad e AO he: 5 4 
Spitit of Religi = 
2 Time. * 2s 
1 RALLY the Church 5 is in 4 vithe 
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1 008 we bangs not conclude that it will be ol: 
days ſo. If Iniquity prevails much among 
2 People, and they don't regard the threat- 
nings of God's Word, don't make Improve- 
ment of Judgments, but go on every one in his 
on way, as the Horſe ruſheth into the Battle, 
the Goſpel is made light of, and Propha- 
neſs and other Wickedneſs increaſe in the 
Land, and the whole Head is Sick, and the M 
whole Heart Faint, yet it doth not follow il 
that it will be always thus, and chat Reli- Ml 
Sion will be loft, and the Kingdom of God 
de taken from them. Sometimes it is ſo, 
Hut it doth not from thence appear that it 
wil be ſo: All that are Sick dont Die; Reli- 
may recover; Holineſs may get up 
5 again; there may be a flouriſhing Summer 
after an hard Winter. Religion revived in 
Z the Time of Joſiah, and inthe Time of 
I - obn the Baptiſt. There may in a little time 
= another 1 Face of Things; God may rails 
up Inſtruments, and bleſs their Endea- 
Fours for the recovery of Religion. Hoſ. 14. 
J. 6, J. I will be as the Dew unto Iſrael; bs 
EL 7 grow: as the Lilie, and caſt forth bis Roats 
41 Lebanon, His Branches ſball ſpread and his 
ES ey ſhall be as the Olive-Tree, and his Sm: 
bl n. Ae that dwell under 1 4402 
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to the wounded in Spirit. 197 
ſhall return, they ſhall revive as.the Corn, and © J i 
rom as the Vine; the Scent thereof ſhall be as 
the Wine of Lebanon, © FF 
2 USE. We ſhould beg of God, that Rel ⁵ 
gion may revive in this Land. We have Oc- * 4 
caſion to go before God for many Things ⁵ 
We have need to beg Peace, and Health, 
and Plenty; but eſpecially we have Rea» 
ſon to be earneſt with God for this Mere 
This is a Thing of greateſt Conſequence, 
When God pours out his Spirit on his Pe- 
ple, they are Days of great, Mercy. Iſai. 
54. IT, I2, 13. Oh thou aflicted and toſſed Mi 
with Tempeſt, and not comforted, I will lay th WM 


Stones with fair Colours, and lay thy Foandati= 
ens with Sapphires, I will mate thy Windows. ' 
of Agates, and thy Gates of Carbuncles, an,, 


all thy Borders of pleaſant Stones. And [alk 
thy Children ſhall be taught of the Lord, an 93 
great ſhall be the Peace of thy Children, Rete i 
by the Land is ſecured from Degeneracy. ,. 
Many are fitted hereby to keep God's = 
venant: Hereb 
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bei C bildren. And let the Beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us, and eſtabliſh thou the Work 
,. of our Hands, yea, the Work of our Hands 
* eftabliſ i how 6... 

Conſider, 1. There is great need of this. 
For want of this, the Land is mightily 
Corrupted, and Sin prevails greatly in all 
Places, and the Profeſſion that Men make 
Bdiſhonoured. Strangers are ready to ſay, 
I tbis the City that Men call the P Perfection of 
y, the Joy of the whole Earth? As Lam. 
2. IV. For the want of this; there is ſo 
much Injuftice and Oppreſſion, many are 
like Birds and Beaſts of Prey. For the want 
of this, there is fo much Luxury and Vo- 
© Jupmouſnek, For want of this, there is ſo 
. Imuch: breach of Promiſe, Sabbath-breaking 
and Prophaneſs. If Men fear God, it would 
1 not be fo. Jer. 32. 40. I will put my Fear 
z their Hearts, that 4 ſhall not depart away 
er n me. For want of this, there are ſo 
+. many. Judgments. Judg. 2. 10. And there 
z anoſe a Generation that | knew not the Lord. 
I And V xy. And the Anger of the Lord was 
_ boreagainft Iſrael. And for want of this, ma- 
ny lit in a periſhing Condition. Joh. 7305 
3 e ia Man be. Bern. NPY he cn 
3 = 25 Land ads God, © 
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Pray for that that is more directly for his 
Glory, and for the good of Mens Souls, 
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God is pleaſed with it. When So/omon.pray= MA 
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E God. We have Promiſes, That Chrift Feſus ! 
hall ſave many. Iſai. 49. 6. And Religion: ll < 
had need to be revived, elſe few will be! 
faved: But the Children of the Kingdom will Wl : 
20 into outer Darkneſs. Yea, there are Pro- 
B miſes, That the Spirit ſhall go with the Word. 
Iſai. 59. 1. And then the Word will Pre- 
3 vail. And though theſe Promiſes don't 
3 ; . . particularly of this Land, and this 
Time, yet they are Ground of Encourage- 
ment. They ſhew thac God will do ſuch I 
| Things many times for his Church, and 
. he would have them to plead for this 
Mercy. There is Encouragement alſo in 


tlie rovidence of God. He hath many 
e revived his Work in Jrael formerly, 
and we ſhould take Notice of God's Mercy 
to our Aves, once and again, and now a 
* "I 5 USE. 12 #s very Doleful, when Perſons 
. -at ſuch Times. are overlooked. There are ſpe⸗ 
* N Times, when in particular Towns. 
* lle * a Os among the 2 Bones, and 
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. 82 
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75 * wounded in on Shale" 2 20 r q 
and ſome have obtained . and at vx 
ſuch times there be a Number o ſenfeleſs 
Sinners, that are not concerned about their of 
Souls, that mind nothing elſe but the World 
and their carnal Delights, while ſome are 3 
crying out, What ſhall we do to be ſaved:, . 
They are enquiring what they ſhall Eat, ant! 
what they ſhall Drink, and wherewithal thay: = 
ſhall be Cloathed. Such a Spirit is Doleful at =—_ 
any time, much more at ſuch a time when? 
then there be a cloud of Witneſſes, a great 
many good Examples. They have as much 
need to ſeek as others; they have pro pk. 
ed God as much as others chay are as n ' 
the Grave as others. For: Men to be . | - = 
leſs at ſuch a time, is a great Sin; and - "i 
black Sign. When Men are like dhe „ 
Heath in the Wilderneſs, that ſeerb not Goo! 1 4 4 
when Good cometh, it is much to be! | cared 4 
they will ſleep the ſeep of Deatbz. - 
Eſpecially 1. V hes they. are 77 ale 4 * = 4 | 
It is not ſo much- wonder, it  youtg Boy * it 
and Girls that are Giddy and Inconfiderates I 
don't mind the ſtate of. them Souls; Suen 
Perſons have little Knowisdge and EApe- 
rience; though they*hikverneedto:remems. | 
ber their Creatour, yet Ghildhood 8 Your 2 
are Tau; land they als not 
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Maturity of: their Sama But it looks 
more Darkly, when ar ſuch a time, Per- 
fons that are grown to Mens and Womens 
Eſtates, are not thoughtful of their eternal 
Condition, when many of their Standing 
are going towards Heaven. For them tobe 
going towards Hell, it looks Awfully upon 
them, as if God did def ign to caſt them off. 
When God makes the Arrows of his Word 
pierce the Hearts of others, and ſuffers 
E - them to flie over their Heads, it has a look 
' as if God had no deſign of Mercy to them. 
Math. 24. 40. Then ſhall two be in the Field, 

one ſhall be — * and tbe other left. 
22. ben they bave been overlooked formerly 
12 1 ech a time. — of theſe Men have ſeen 
ſuch Days formerly over and again. When 
others have been flowing to the eſs 
of God, God has made many to preſs into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but they have 
not partook of that Mercy. The Prophet 
told him, 2 Kin, 7. 2. Be old, thoa ſhalt ſet 
2 A with thine Eyes, but thou ſhalt not Eat theres 
= So it bath been with theſe Men; the 
ities have paſſed over, others 


es d in and been healed when 


ie Waters were troubled; but theſe bare 
* If it ſhould beige | 
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and Tremble. Such prophane People 1 
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to the Jones Hinte. 20 


there would appear very little hopes of 
them. If all the Arrows are kale agen fli& . 


over their Heads, their Condition is ex- 
ceeding Dangerous. It is not very often 
that there is a great ſtirring of the Spirit ⁵⁶ 
in one particular Town, and if Men have” 


been overlooked twice or thrice at ſuck I 


times, it is much to be feared what will be= 


come of them. There is conſiderable Dan- 3 


ger they will be Dead before there is ſuch 


another Opportunity. Or if not, yet paſt 
that Age wherein God uſually Works fave 


ingly on Men. 7 
. When Men are left Fo daran $ Ry 


Tt is bad, that when ſome are raking Pains i, 1 3 


for Salvation, that others are Idle. Tha 
when ſome are taking the — 
Heaven by Force, others are not OMEN 
ed about their Souls whether they Sin ko 
Swim. But it may be, there be 
are like Iſmael, that are Scoffing at this 


Work of God; that make a — I 


Convictions of the Spirit. Theſe? 2 
in the very high Way to Hell, and it Wau I 
be no Wonder if God ſhould bring Sachs”: 1 3 
Judgments on them, that a Ifrabl might hai 
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Z now, but the time will come, that dy 
WM ſhall Mourn for Sorrow of Heart, and 
EF Howl for Vexation of Spirit. T hey have 
Cauſe to fear that it will be with them as 
mit was with Eſau, Heb. 12. 17. —_— 
when he would have inherited the Bleſſing, 
d no Place for Repentance, though he Nin 
. it carefully with Tears. 
RK ad USE. Perſons ſhould be wery careful at 
ſuch a time, that they donothing to quench the 


E Spirit. As we muſt be careful that we don't 
| provoke God to take away his Spirit, ſo 


we muſt be careful that we don't quench 
tte Spirit. 1 Theſ. 5. 19. Quench not the Spi- 


nit. As we may not quench it in our ſelves, 
lo we may not quench it in others. It is a 
E . fingular Mercy that the Spirit of God is 


E firiving among us, and it is the fruit of 
Prayer. Many Souls may have occaſion for 
3 ever to bleſs God on that Account; and we 
- Should make it our great Care that we do 


nothing to drive away the Spirit. Cant. 2.7. 
Ine ou, O ye Daughters of Feruſalem, 
3 4 Na Roes and by the Hrugs of the Field, that 
I& > He nat up, nor awake my Eove till be Megs 
8 Danone _ 1 Spirit, 1 be 


of an irreligious and se Spitit, are 
Deriding thoſe that are in trouble of Mindy 
eas if the Perſons were over-run with Me- 
S Wl lancholy, and were more afraid than they ⁵ 
„have any reaſon to be, as if they were fulf . - 4 
e i of Fancies, and ſcared themſelves needleſ= 3 
iy: And ſome are apt to throw it u 
chem as if they counterfeited Trouble, and 
would have the World believe that they . 
were more Religious than they are; as © 
they had a mind to get Reputation by hav 
ing recourſe to Miniſters, and to-be thought 
better than they were. This ſometimes has 
an ill Effect, and diſcourages Perſens. * 
was foretold of Chriſt, That he Would Ex 4 1 
courage and-Nouriſh the leaſt Beginn gs; 
Tai. 42. 3. 4 Bruiſed Reed ſhall the Shel 3 
and the ſmoaking Flax ſhall he ore + / _ 
be bring forth Fudgment unto Victory, "Bute. © 
theſe Perſons that flight this Works 3 
quench the Spirit; they tempt others t? 
{mother Fears and Conyidtions that's Sin 
„cheir Hearts; and they prejudice other! X 
that they don't conſider their Bk, gerdus 
. Condiive: as Pour fe they might. Su 
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2. By Skin a „ Cry. Ever ad 
| (non Men are making a great Cry ; ſome- 


times about ſome new Place; ſometimes 
E about ſome Commodities thateare in De- 
mand; and there is abundance of Diſcourſe 
about 'thoſe T hings, and the Cry of the 
World drowns that Cry, V bat ſhall we. do 
to be ſaved. When there is a great Cry a- 
bout the World, and Men are Diſcourſing 
of that in all Companies, this ſtirs up Mens 


worldly Affections; they are taken with 


fte World, and hey forget the Things of 
te other World. Wo 


rldly Diſcourſes have 

worldly Savour upon Mens Hearts ; here- 
by their time is taken up, and the World 
drinks u wp their Spirits. Hence they grow 
Heartleſs in Duties of Religion, The World 
_ is a great Enemy to Religion: They can't 
ſerye Gad and Mammon. This is like caſt- 
ing Mater on the ſmoaking Flax. Jam. 4. 4. 
The. Friendſhip of this Werld is Enmity unto 


E 3 : Mo He 2 will be a Friend of the World, 


pill” be: an Enemy to God. 
3. By Contention. Sometimes Men .raiſe 
Strife about the World; fometimes 


” thour Religion; and there 1s a 1 
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to a ſtate of Reconciliation. Men 1 


is not like to thrive in their Religi 
Jam. 3. 16. Where Envying , and Strip 


where 2 reviving, A 
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with thoſe that ſide with them, and their .Y 
Diſcourſes with them that ſide againft them 
take up a great deal of Time. They {| pen 
Hours together in ſuch talk, and their 5 1 
rits are raiſed, and they reflect one upon 
another, and Reproach one another. Thi 
eats out the power of Godlineſs. They will A 
be ſo engaged in Contention, that Religi- 3 
on will be but a Thing by the by. Wen 
their Spirits are raiſed, Fear is driven away. 
Their Thoughts are ſo ſwallowed up, that 
there is little room for Religion. They will _- 
be likewiſe great Temptations one to ans! 2 
other. They will be more. inclined to da 3 | 
that which will be a Provocation: to. Ga 3 
than to do that which will bring them in- - 


at Strife with their Corruptions, had t 
hav no ether Strife. A Contentious J 


there is Confuſion, and every evil 

tention puts the Spirits of , Me 
Frame. They that are: e 
—— have top dn: Works e 4 
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= 4 rarer — to hear that others are Conviged 
dit much more to be Convifted your ſelf. And it 
1 a well be expected, that you ſhould be crying 
B - Our, Bleſs mo alſo. You ſhould Pray David's Prayer 
* - Pfu, 106. 4, 5.  Remermber me, O Lord, with the Ft. 
3 -. ow that thou-teareft to thy * 0 vi t me with th 
. lation. Tat I may ſee the of thy Choſen, thai 
Tm ay Rejoyce in the Gladneſs 27755 thy Nation, that 1 may 
255 with thine Inheritance. + 
I Conſider, 1, There is more hopes of obtaining ow, 
Now there is a great Opportunity: Now God is 
2 |. Pnthe giving Hand. Ir is 1 acceptable Year of the 
Luk. 4. 19. There is a great deal of Encou. 
ragement in the Providence of God. If God be a. 
er to Convert many, there is hope he mag pity 
. e the reſt. And you are uuder ſpecial 
Adv: Th the Example of others, that may, pro. 
mplaton., There be not ſuch bad Ex- 
74 Snare to you. You thould be aſhani: 
fe le now. Ir Rien vi 
85 Sto neg ect now. en 
. have ws. Helps and Advan- 
be feared, they will ne ect "Whe 
g fewe er. If Nen are Hard-he&t, 3 whe f3 
e eri 4 What will they be When others 
Hredxre; 5 I Men will not be ſtirred up 
3 deere is leſs Temptation, what 
ee chere 45 more? Jer. 12. 5. J 
25 wich Dre er, and the Wy have wearied 
Mon contend with Horſes 7 And if inthe 
50 been thm traftedſt, they wearied r xx, 
WY 17 * for dan? ? Es oe . 
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